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! 
REPRESENTATIVE HALL, \ ` 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, , 
February 8, 1877. J 3 
Hon. Bruno Tzschuck, Secretary of State : i 
The following resolution has been this day adopted by the House of 
Representatives : 4 
“ Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed to have 


1,000 copies of the evidence just submitted, with the report, printed 


in pamphlet form, as soon as possible, tor the use of the members 
of the Legislature.” 


I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy, and 
also that the evidence referred to in the above resolution is the evi- 
dence of the Honse Investigation Committee, of which Messrs. 


Moore, Anyan, Clark, Fitchpatrick and Gibson were members, and 
which is herewith transmitted. 


4 
B. D. SLAUGHTER, " 
Chief Clerk. 
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REPORT. 


Mr. Speaker : 


Your committee beg leave to submit their report, as directed by 
the following resolution, to wit: 


“ Whereas, Charges have this day been made that a certain rail- 
road eerporation, or person connected therewith, has sent a written 
communication offering to supply money to secure the election of a 
U. S. Senator from the State of Nebraska, therefore 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed Ly the Chair 
to investigate the above, or any charges of corruption by the use of 
money or other advantage, by any person or by any railroad or 
other corporation, within or without the State; whether any corrupt 
or improper influences have been at any time, or are now being 
used to control the election of U. S. Senator; that the committee 
have power to send for persons and papers,” would respectfully 
submit the following report : 

Your committee would recommend that the evidence which is 
hereto attached and made a part of this report, marked Exbibit 
“A.” be printed, and would further submit, first: that the letter 


which reads as follows: 
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EXHIBIT * A.” 


(Copy.) 
BURLINGTON & MISSOURI RIVER R. R., IN NEBRASKA. 


Burlington, December 23, 1876. 
©. E. Perkins, Vice President. 


T. M. Marquette: 


DEAR Sir—I have to-day seen Wm. Irving, and have arranged 
with him for all drafts drawn by yourself and Messrs. Saunders on 
all Banks to be honored. We can afford to win this time, 

Yours, truly, 


(Signed) C. E. PERKINS. 
W. Irvine, 
T. M. M, 
(Red Ink.) 
J. G. T. 
1247 This refers to the fight 
. against J. G. T. 


H. 
T. M. M. may draw to any 
amount necessary, 


is a forgery, forged by J. D. Flanagan; that no such letter was 
ever written by C. E. Perkins, or received by T. M. Marquette, or 
endorsed as claimed by William Irving or J. G. T., and that no 
power or authority whatever was ever given to T. M. Marquette or 
, Alvin Saunders, or Clinton Briggs, or either of them, to draw drafts 
on the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company, in 
Nebraska, for money to use in the Senatorial. election, or to use for 
political purposes of any kind; and the committee further believe 
that, as the proof shows, neither Alvin Saunders, Clinton Briggs, nor 
T. M. Marquette used any money of the said railroad company to in 
any way influence the Senatorial election. Second, we further 
believe that the pretended letter, dated November Sth, 1876, of 
Which the following is a copy, to wit: 


Do adil 


2 At 


wR, 
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EXHIBIT * 2d.” 
B. & M. R. R. CO., IN NEBRASKA. 


SUPERINTENDENT’ S OFFICE. 
OMAHA, NEB., November 5, 1876. 
J. G. Taylor, Esg., Acting Treasurer : 
Dear Str—You will please honor my drafts made on you by 
T. M, Marquette, or countersigned by him, until further instructions, 
Note that account from the “Omaha Bee” for $100 per month, and 
for the “ Lincoln Globe ” for $75 per month, may be passed for 6 
months from Ist inst. I want to see you on this matter to-morrow. 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) WM. IRVING, 


is a forgery. The proof shows that no such letter was ever written 
by William Irving or received by J. G. Taylor, as it purports, and 
that no such authority was ever given to draw or use the money of 
the Burlington and Missouri Railroad Company in Nebraska, as in 
said letter stated, nor is there any proof that any of the employees 
or persons connected with said company, ever used any money of 
said corporation for political purposes or to influence the late 
Senatorial election. Third, that we further believe that there is no 
proof whatever that any money has been paid, or that there ever 
was any agreement to pay any money, for political purposes, either ` 
to the “ Omaha Bee” or “ Lincoln Globe,” or to any one connected 
with said papers, or for any other than for job-work or for advertis- 
ing, or other rightful and legitimate purposes. Nor is there any proof 
that said railroad company sends messages over its lines of telegraph 
for either of said newspapers, free of charge, but the proof is, that 
for all matter sent over the wires by either of said companies, they 
charged the same as the Associated Press charges for like matter. 
The proof clearly shows that said railroad company has not used 
any money for political purposes, or for any other than legitimate 
purposes ; that the letters above mentioned and set forth were forged 
by one J. D. Flanagan, who was at the time a clerk in the principal 


office of the B. & M. R. R. Company, in Omaha, Nebraska: that 
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said Flanagan, on or about the 13th day of January last, also made 
an affidavit, which is in evidence, that the forged letters and also the 
affidavit were placed in the hands of Senator P. W. Hitchcock, on or 
about the 14th day of January, 1877, and that when said letters and 
affidavit were placed in the hands of Hitchcock there is no evidence 
before the Committee to show that Mr. Hitchcock had any reasons i 
for believing that the letters and affidavit were forgeries, or that the 
statements therein made were other than true; that there is no : 
evidence that Mr. Hitchcock or any other of the candidates used 
any money to corruptly influence the election of a U. S. Senator, at 
the late Senatorial election. 
All of which is respectfuly submitted. 


oe 


S. V. MOORE, 

J. S. GIBSON, i 
WM. ANYAN, . Committee. 
LORAN CLARK, 

W. W, FITCHPATRICK, . 
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EXHIBIT “A.” 


Lincotn, NEB., January 17, 1877. 
_The House Investigating Committee met in the office of the 
Land Commissioner at 9 o’elock A. M., and organized with S, V. 
Moore, of York County, as Chairman, and James S. Gibson, of 
Douglas, clerk ; John T. Bell being appointed stenographer for the 
Committee. The resolution adopted by the House, appointing the 
Committee was read, as follows: 

WHEREAS, Charges have this day been made that a certain 
railroad or person connected therewith, has sent a written communi- 
cation offering to supply money to secure the election of the United 
States Senator from the State of Nebraska ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair 
to investigate the above, or any charges of corruption, by the use, 
or promise of money, or other advantage, by any person, or by any 
railroad or other corporation, within or without the State, whether 
any corrupt or improper influences have been at any time or are now 
being used to control the election of the United States Senator; 
that the committee shall have power to send for persons and papers. 

The resolution was adopted, and the Chair appointed as such 
committee, Messrs. Moore, Anyan, Fitchpatrick and Clark. 

(Signed) B. D. SLAUGHTER, 
Clerk. 


The following testimony was taken : 
Atvin SAUNDERS called and sworn, and examined in chief by 
Mr. Anyan, testified as follows : 


Q. Please state what you. know in relation to the charges as 
set forth in the resolution? 

A. Ihave heard from various gentlemen— 
By Mr. Moore: 


Q. Please define the gentlemen. 
A. There were half a dozen of them. 


Les T MN 
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Q Please state one? We are endeavoring to get at facts 
now. l i 

A. Ihave heard it from Mr. Marquette, Mr, Church Howe, 
Gen. Van Wyck and others, that a letter was being shown around 
in this city, purporting to have been written by some one connected 
with the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company, saying 
in effect that authority had been given to me and Judge Briggs, I 
will say, to draw for any amount of money necessary to secure the 
election of United States Senator. Having heard this, I called on 
or met Mr. Hitchcock, who I heard had the letter, and asked him 
if he would let me see the letter, or give me a copy. He answered 
that whatever doéuments he had—or something to-that effect—had 
not been made public, and that he did not know that he would 
make them public. I told him that they were public, or that they 
had been reported to me at least six times during that morning— 
yesterday morning—and that as it then stood it was calculated to 
do me greaf damage ; I told him I thought it was due to me to 
have him name who was connected with it, and that I should have 
a chance to know what the charges were, or what the insinuations 
were ; stating that if I was guilty I ought to bear it, and if I was 
not guilty I ought to have an opportunity to refute it. He still 


declined to give me any satisfaction, or give me a copy, or let me 
see the letter. 


By Mr. Moore - 


Q. The suggestion which I made, and which was acquiesced 
in by the Committee was, that you should state, in as concise a man- 
ner as possible, what you know in connection with the matter. 

A. AJII know is what I havestated. Iasked Mr. Hitchcock 
for the letter or a copy of it, and he declined to give it to me. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. Has it come to your knowledge that a letter has been 
shown to others tor the purpose of influencing their decision ? 
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A. It has come, tomy knowledge that a letter has been shown 
to parties; what influence that was exercising I cannot say. One 
gentleman, a friend of mine— 


By Mr Anyan: 


Q. You are aware that in any statement you make as being 


~ made by other parties you must give the name. 


A. Well, sir, Mr. Doolittle—he is a friend of mine though he 
did not vote for me—said in my presence that Gov. Butler asked 
him if he could show proof sufficient to prove that two of the can- 
didates were trying to buy their way into the Senate by funds fur- 
nished by the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad, if he would 
then leave those candidate and support Mr. Hitchcock. 

Q. Did Mr. Butler show to Mr. Doolittle this letter or letters? 

A,’ He did not, I think. 

Q. You have no knowledge of your own that any such or- 
ders or letters are in existence? 

A. None under heaven, sir. I wish to state this, if it is 
proper, in refutation of that, that I haven’t had one word with any 
man connected with the Burlington road or any other road in rela- 
tion to furnishing money or means for the election of any one—that 
not one word has passed between myself and any person directly or 
indirectly, as I believe, connected with the Burlington road, on that 
subject. 


By Mr. Moore: 


Q. You have no knowledge whatever of any such means be- 
ing used? ` 

- A. Ihave no knowledge that any such means were being 
used, or that there was any grounds for it. 


[No cross-examination. | 


CLINTON Briags, called and sworn, and examined in chief by, 
Chairman Moore, testified as follows: 
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Q- Have you any knowledge, and if so state what, in relation 
to the allegations set forth in the resolutions? 

A. Ihave heard of the existence of what purported to be a 
letter or order from Mr. Perkins, Vice President of the B. & M. 
road, to the Treasurer of the road, authorizing him to furnish 
money to Saunders and , Briggs for the purpose of aiding them in 
this present Senatorial contest. I derived my information from Mr. 
Marquette, and others whose names I do not now remember, of the 
existence of such a document, purporting to be as before stated. I 
will now ask to have Mr. Hitchcock produce that letter, that I may 
testify more intelligently, I would like an inspection of the 
letter. I will state further, my name I understand is not used, but 
the name of “ Banks ” is used; but I learn from Mr. Marquette 
that Mr, Hitchcock told ‘him that “ Banks” meant “ Briggs,” -Lf 
the letter-is not produced, I will go on, and I will state further that 
I never had any knowledge or intimation that any such letter or 
order existed, nor had I any knowledge, information or belief in 
respect to the part that. the B.. & M. Railroad Company was 
proposing to take in this contest as respects to any particular candi- 
date. I never myself had any promises directly or indirectly of the 
support of that corporation or any other for the position of United 
States Senator: I never had or expected a dime’s aid from it. I 
even pay my fare; do not have a pass on that road, or ‘any other 
road in the State. The first intimation I had that the railroad 
intended to assist Governor Saunders or myself in the matter came 
from Mr. Marquette and other gentlemen, who inyited me to 
consider this question: I believe that-is all. 


[No cross-examination | 


T. M, A A called and sworn, and ear in chief 
by Chairman Moores testified as follows : 


Q You will plesis state what you know about the allegations 
in this resolution. 

A. Iwill state just what I know about it. Sunday night, 
about midnight, Mr. J. O. West came to my house and rung the 
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bell. I was in bed, but I got up, and he said Senator Hitchcock 
would like to see me in his room. I demurred a little to it, but he 
said he thought it was pretty important that I should go, and I put 
on my clothes and went-to the Senator’s room, When I got to his 
room he said he had two letters which reflected upon the B. & M, 
and other evidence against the B. & M. Railroad Company, and 
against myself. He called in his private secretary and they read a 
letter or what purported to be a letter, stating the heading was the 
Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company. They wouldn’t 
let me see it, but the purport of that letter was, it was signed by 
C. E. Perkins, and it was authority given-to Saunders and Banks 
to use—I can’t state—anyway the substance was they had authority 
by that letter to draw on the B. & M. Railroad, to use the B. &M. 
Railroads money in the—here in Lincoln. Théy said that that 
letter was endorsed by Irving and by myself—that is “T. M. M?” 
I then told them that the letter was a forgery, that there was no such 
letter in existence. They then read another letter in which I had 
authority to draw on the company. I likewise denied that letter. 
They then said they had other matters, and made this proposition 
tome: That it was their secret—the Senator said. In the mean- 
while his secretary had retired, and nobody was there but me and 
the Senator. 

Q. What Senator ? ; 

A. Senator Hitchcock. He said he-had no desire to make 
this public. Itold him to go on and make it public—that there 
was not a word of truth in it, and that I could stand the truth 
He then said it was not a personal matter—it simply affected the 
railroad company, and I, as its attorney, had better consider the 
matter, and that if I would stop abusing him, if I would support 
him, it should drop. 

Q. Support him for what? 

A. For Senator. He said if I did, that was an end of it, 
and if not, “ You are a lawyer and know the consequences of this,” 
or about those words. I said that, as I supposed, there was a job 
fixed up there, and I though I would have a little time. It took 


$ 
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me all by surprise, I told him, and that I would send to Superinten- 
dent Irving and see what shape these things were got up in, and I 
told him I would let him know the next day. He came over the 
next day to see me. I told him I couldn’t do anything until I 
heard from headquarters. He came twice, bunt I put him off both 
times. J told him I knew the letters were forged, and that I 
wouldn’t endorse such a letter as that. | 

Q. In giving your testimony, please use the name instead of 
the persoxial pronoun so much. 

A. Ihave to use it in speaking of myself. Senator Hitch- 
cock would not Jet me see the letters, This is about in substance 
what took place. i 


At this stage of the examination, George W. Doane, Esq., of 
Omaha, and E. E. Brown, Esq., of Lincoln, appeared and stated 
to the committee that they were present as Senator Hitchcock’s 
legal advisers and counsel. 


By the Chairman (to the Witness) : 


Q. Did you see the Superintendent of the B. & M. upon this 
subject since ? 

A. Yes, sir. Iattempied to send a telegram the next morning 
—Monday morning—but the storm was so he couldn’t get it; but 
he had found out about it, and came down. 


a 


By Mr. Gibson : 


This evidence has now brought in another gentleman—that is, 
the Superintendent of the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad. 
I move he be sent for. 
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By the Chairman: 


That will be in order, if there is no objection. The Sergeant. 
at-Arms will go for Mr. Irving. | 


By Mr. Anyan: 
te 


I movethat Mr. Griffeth besent for. I would like to say one 
word. The investigation thus far has shown that certain letters, or 
orders, rather, were in the possession of Mr. Hitchcock, I think, 
before proceeding further, we should find whether or not such letters 
were in existence. I understand from Mr. Marquette’s testimony 
that he did not see the letters; they were not shown to him; he 
simply heard the letters read to him. 


The Witness: 


_ I will testify that what they said was a letter was read to me, 
I knew I had never seen or indorsed any such letters, hence I pro- 
nounced it as a forgery and false. 


By the Chairman: t 


Q. The signature to that letter was read to you? 

A. Yes, sir. They said it was signed by C. EB. Perkins and 
indorsed by Superintendent Irving, and likewise “T. M. M” 
They also said the name “ Banks” was there, but that they had our 
company’s cypher, and that “ Banks” meant “ Briggs.” 


Cross-examination by Mr. Doane: 


Q. I would like to ask whether you requested at thattime an 
inspection of the letter ? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. I wanted to see the letters. I said they 
were untrue and false, and I wanted to see them. 

Q. Did you inspect the initials said to be yours? 

A. No, sir. Of course I was anxious to see them, but I did 
not. Mr. Adams was simply called in at a side door and read the 
letter, and when he finished he shot out. 


t 
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Q. What time was this? ` 

A. Sunday night, a little after 12 o’clock ; or Monday morn- 
ing, rather. i 

Q. You didn’t violate the Sabbath, then? 

A. Nosir.. 

Q. Last Monday morning? 

A. Yessir. I think I looked at the clock, and it wasa little 


‘after twelve when I started, by my time. 


Q. Any one present but yourself and Messrs. Adams and 
Hitchcock ? 

A. No sir. -Mr. Adams was only present to read the letters, 
The rest was a private interview between myself and Senator 
Hitchcock. 


Paineas W. Hircucocg, called and sworn, and examined in 
chief by Chairman Moore, testified as follows : 


Q. Would you like to have the resolution read ? 

A. Nosir, 

A. Ifyou please, state what you know in regard to the 
allegations there set forth ? 

A. The first I kùew anything of this matter was from this 
letter, dated St. Charles House, Omaha, January 11, 1876. 


The witness then read a letter, as follows: 


“Sr. CHARLES HOUSE, 
“ Omana, January, 11, 1876. 


“ Hon. P, W. Hitchcock: 


“ Sir.—I presume you desire to obtain any information ‘avail- 
able as to the carryings on and vagaries of your opponents in this 
election. Now I can give more solid information than any other 
man in the State. I know why Rosewater and the Globe are 
against you. I know who pays the expenses of your opponents. I 
know their instructions. I know how the Cass County Senatorial 
election was fought and with what means, and I can show one or 
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two interesting documents, one original of a letter from O. Ẹ, 
Perkins to T. M. Marquette, dated 25 December. 

“ I write under an assumed name and in a disguised hand, for 
reasons you will readily understand. I can meet any onè you like 
with documents and a statement which I shall be ready to swear 
to, and which will show some bribery-and corruption that the Bee 
has not said anything abont, and in which the Bee man is 4 
sharer. I presume you know that Winters, late one of your 
adherents, has deserted his colors. I can tell you something of him, 

“ There is no time to lose. Halfan hour will do my business, 
but I shall have to leave the country, I suppose, for the present, 
Please write, if at all, to 

“ James DUFFY, care A. A. Sloan, 


St. Charles Hotel, Omaha, 


“ All you need ta say is ‘ meet Mr. — at such a place and such 
atime.’ I see that the appointment is kept. «J. D.” 


I sent that letter up to Omaha, and the next I knew of it, 
certain papers were brought down from Omaha—the papers we 
have been talking about. They reached here Sunday night on the 
Sunday night train. As soon as they were brought to me I looked 
them over, and they were of such importance I thought the first 
thing for me to do was to take advice with a person proper and 
qualified to give advice. I went to the Tichenor House to see 
Judge Dundy, and found him very sick with a sick headache, abso- 
lutely unable to see or hear anybody. I next thought proper to 
consult some attorney, and I sent for Mr. Brown and Mr. Philpot, 
and showed them the documents. After that consultation I thought 
the next best movement was to send for Mr. Marquette, and I did 
send for him, as he says,about midnight. After having Mr. Adams 
read enough of the documents, as I thought, to show him what kind 
of documents I had, I told Mr, Adams to retire, and I stated to 
Mr. Marquette that I had felt the heavy hand of his corporation 
upon me for a good while, and there never had been, as I thought, 
any just ground for it. 
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By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. What corporation do you refer to ? 

A. B.& M. That I thought I had been abused and talked 
about by a good many people, and evidently, by the evidence there 
shown, they had been furnishing the sinews of war to supply the 
Bee with funds, whose constant employment was abuse of me; that 
I was not sensational ; that I had no desire to make public scandal, 
and that I didn’t think it was to his interest or that of his company 
that I should ; that I thought God in his pity had sent this to me, 
that I might be spared from the assaults that I had borne in silence. 
All I wanted of him and his company was to let me alone, and 
that I would do asI did with other peopleand corporations—treat 
them fairly. Mr. Marquette was indignant, and said it was a 
forgery—that he knew nothing about it. I said I didn’t say that 
he did or had, but there were these initials there that looked like 
his, but I couldn’t say they were his. Isaid those letters had all 
the ear-marks, and that I had an original letter signed by C. E. 
Perkins, with Mr. Irving’s indorsements, telling certain parties to 
draw on him for what they needed. We talked, I guess, an hour 
and a half, and Mr. Marquette said that he personally was not 
mixed up with.it. I said that I didn’t knowthat he was. Hesaid 
if the company had got themselves involved in anything of that 
kind he certainly would not defend them, but would advise them to 
quit, He said absolutely that he would advise them to quit, and we 
separated on that basis. The nextday I went to see Mr. Marquette 
in his office, and I think he told me that he had seen one of the 
members from this county—Mr. Griffeth—and told Mr. Griffeth he 
thought they would not fight me any more. He said he was the 
only member he had seen. I don’t remember of anything more 
occurring, 


By the Chairman ' 


Q. Did Mr. Marquette request you to show him the letter 
once, or repeatedly? 
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A. He did, sir; but T told him I considered it a very valuable 
document, and I didn’t like to let it go out of my hands or control 
in any way or shape. I was afraid io let him or anybody else have 
it in their hands, naturally. 


By Mr. Gibson: 

Q. Can you produce that document? 

A. I think it isin the building; I don’t know; I haven’t gof 
it. There is only this about it: If that document is produced I 
don’t propose that documeat shall be lost; I do not want it to go 
outof my hands, or my friends. I am entirely willing that the 
Committee or anybody else shall see everything about these docu- 
ments, If they are forgeries they speak for themselves. 


By the Chairman: 


The Committee are not going to filch documents; we are here 
for the purpose of dealing fairly. I would make a suggestion to 
the Committee that it is necessary we should have the letters. 


The Witness: 


I will also say there is a press copy of letters in regard to 
furnishing money for the Cass County Senatorial election last fall. 
There is a letter from Mr. Perkins, and also a letter going on to state 
that Mr. Winters, who has been referred to here—to the effect that 
he had shown the writer twenty one hundred dollar bills; also that 
he had a letter which would kill Hitchcock, because Mr. Hiichocock, 
would be in jail last Monday night. There is some other matters 
in regard to the giving of the B. & M. cypher, &c., &e. 


By Mr. Doane: 


Q. This letter you have read here is identically the letter you 
received from Omaha ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Is thatthe envelope it was in? (Indieating the envelope 
then enclosing the letter read by the witness.) 
A. Yes, sir. 


Q. That is the first intimation you had of this matter ? 


A. Yes, sir, that is the first. It was mailed the 11th and 
dated the 11th, 1 believe. 


By Mr. Marquette : 


I would like to have that letter filed. I would like to cross- 
examine the witness. 


By Mr. Doane : 


Q. Senator, who brought you or procured for you these 
letters ? \ 


A. Mr. Adams brought them to me. 
By Mr. Gibson: 


I suggest that this letter be left with the committee before we 
go any further, for filing. 


By Mr. Moore: 


Q. Are you willing to give it to the committee to be filed ? 
A. Yes,sir. I want the Chairman to be responsible to me 
for the preservation of these things. 


By Mr. Anyan- 


Q. You say your attention was first called to these letters by 
the receipt of this letter you have read ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That letter is under an assumed name, I believe? 

A. That letter speaks for itself. 


Q. Did you appoint an agent, or did any person attend at the 
time mentioned in this letter to receive these proofs ? 


A. Mr. Adams was going up to Omaha and I handed the 
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letter to him and told him to hand it to a certain person. I believe 
he handed it to Mr. Hascall. Mr. Adams returned—we didn’? 
attach much importance to it. As I understand it, he told me when 


‘he came back that he left the letter with Mr. Hascall, and Mr, 


Hascall was to telegraph him if there was anything of importance, _ 
That night he got a dispatch from Hascall telling him to come right 


back. He went back, and when he returned he brought me these 


letters. 

Q. Who was the party appointed to receive these letters? 

A. No party was appointed by me to receive the letters, 

Q. I understand there was an appointed time and place where 
these letters would be delivered ? 

A. He says he was ready to deliver them to me if I would 
drop him a note. I didn’t doit. I handed the letter over to my 
private secretary, who was going up, and told him to hand it to 
somebody if he had no time to do it himself. He told me when he 
came back he had no time to attend to it, but had handed the letter 
to Mr. Hascall and told him to telegraph him if it was of any 
consequence. Then he received a telegram from Hascall to come 
right up. He went up, and when he came back brought these 
letters. 

Q. The inference is, then, Mr. Hascall received these letters 
from the writer of this letter ? 

A. Yes sir, that is the inference. 

Q. Mr. Hascall transferred these letters to Mr. Adams, and 
Mr. Adams transferred them to you ? 

A. They have never been transferred tome. I have seen 
them, and so has Mr. Brown and Mr. Philpot. 

Q. Mr. Adams is your private secretary ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Whatever matters of official character which come to Mr. 
Adams, connected with your position as Senator, is it not the same 
as in your possession ? 

A. Well, that is a maiter of judgment. It would not be 
unreasonable to suppose so. He has a good many matters in his 


ws 
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possession that would not be in my possession, perhaps. He might 
have some of my letters which would be considered in my posses- 
gion; or he might have his watch, which would not be considered 
in my possession. | l 

Q. I suppose when matters connected with your official 
position are delivered to Mr. Adams they would be considered in 
your possession ? 

A. Well, I don’t know. In this case, perhaps, it would be 


go considered. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You would consider letters, &c., given to him, he being 
in your service—they would be considered in your possession ? 


By Mr. Marquette - 


Q. These letters were at your disposal at any time? 
A. Well, I don’t know that. 


By Mr. Anyan: 
Q. What did you procure them for? 


A. I never procured them. 
Q. How came you to send your private secretary up there to 


get them? What do you call sending your private secretary up ` 


there to get papers? 

A. I didn’t do any such thing. 

Q. You didn’t request him to go? 

A. No, sir, I didn’t request him to go, even. He was 
running his own machine. I was rather indignant that he had to 
go, because I thought he was more important here. 

Q. You say you were indignant that he went up to get the 
letters; you didn’t send him ? 

A. No, sir. On the contrary, when the letters came and I 
saw them, they so astonished me that they nearly choked me. 
I was very glad, indeed, if any such thing was in existence, that I 
should know it. 
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bod 


Q. Did he explain to, di how he promred them—who he got 
them of? 

A. No, sir. I didn’t inquire of him. I didn’t have much 
time. He came in under considerable excitement and opened his 
budget. 

Q. Did you a any acquaintance with the writer of this 
letter? 

A. Not that k know ot. In fact, I don’t know who he ig, 
I have no desire to disguise anything in connection with the matter, 
I received that letter and handed it to him when he was going up 
on other business, and told him if he had time to find out that man, 
He came back and told me he didn’t have time. 

Q. What is the date of that letter? 

A. January 11, and mailed January 11. 


At this point the committee, on motion of Mr. Gibson, took a 
recess, until 3 o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


ce 


The Committee met at 3 P. M., when the examination was 
resumed. 


James W. SMALL called and sworn, and examined in chief by 
the Chairman, testified as follows : 


Q. Will you state, so far as you know, concerning the subject 
matter of the resolution, in a plain, concise manner, so that the 
reporter may take it down as you utter it ? 

A. Do you want me to state, in detail, all the preliminaries 
how these things came about ? 

Q. The facts, I think, is all the committee wants, with expla- 
nations so far as explanations may be necessary. 
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A. On the 12th day of January, 1877, Mr. David Butler met 
me at the Commercial and invited me up to room 15 of the 
Commercial, and while there asked me if I could be induced to 
vote for Mr.- Hitchcock as United States Senator. He said Mr. 
Hitchcock was sure to be elected,—that he had 40 votes already 
and knew where to get the rest, but wanted mine ; that Mr. Hitch- 
cock was a man who liked such men as I was, who were energetic, 
and Mr. Hitchcock was aman who remembered. He then said 
that he had at his disposal, for the service of Mr. Hitchcock, a certain 
appointment—that Mr. Hitchcock had received from the Secretary 
of the Interior placed at his disposal, an appointment as appraiser 
of certain lands, which I understood him to be Indian lands, out 
in Kansas ; that this he had indirectly offered to another young man 
whom he knew to be capable, and that it was placed at his disposal 
for the use of this young man, but the young man seemed to hesitate, 
and he did’nt know as he would take it, and he proposed to give me 
asight at it. I told Mr. Butler that that position had been offered 
to three different men, to my knowledge, before that, and that it 
had also been offered to me by another party in Mr. Hitchcock’s 
interest. Mr. Butler seemed much surprised, and did’nt believe it. 
He said somebody had been there when Mr. Hitchcock received the 
letter, and heard of it, and on his own account approached me, but 
he did’nt believe it because Mr. Hitchcock had placed it at his 
disposal and told him to use that to secure him votes, and he knew 
Mr. Hitchcock would not place it in anybody else’s hands. We 
had further talk, I claiming that certainly the parties who spoke to 
me had authority, or at least said so. He then offered to go and 
bring in Mr. Hitchcock. He went out and came in in a few 
moments and said Mr. Hitchcock was not in his room, but would be 
inina few moments and would come to that room. Inside of ten 
minutes, I think, Mr. Hitchcock entered, and Mr. Butler asked him 
if he had authorized anybody else to make this offer. Mr. Hitch- 
cock hesitated, and said: “Well, he did’nt know as he had. 
There was others there who had heard the letter read, and perhaps 
they had spoken of it to others, but he did’nt remember that he had 
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authorized anybody to make an offer but Mr. Butler.” We then 
had further talk. Mr. Butler told him what proposition he had 


made to me. | 


By ak anyan, 


Q. State the proposition? 
A. The proposition was that Mr. Butler held this appoint- 
ment at his disposal for the benefit of Mr. Hitchcock. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. In what way? 

A. To secure him votes. To secure the vote more particu- 
larly of this young man. Butler told me of this proposition and 
said he had offered it to this young man. He told me before Mr. 
Hitchcock came in that this young man was first choice if he would 
accept it, but he was rather hesitating, but he thought, perhaps, he 
might accept it; if he did not, he made the proposition to me. Mr. 
Hitcheock said, “ Yes,” “ Yes,” and kind of assented after he 
came in, to Mr. Butler’s remarks. He then asked Mr. Hitchcock 
what the position was; what the emoluments was, and he said it 
was to appraise certain lands, that there was three in the commis- 
sion, and he had the appointment of one, and it was worth $8 
a day and expenses. Mr. Butler asked Mr. Hitchcock if I could 
secure an appointment on that also fora friend of mine as-clerk or 
something of that kind. He said I could; that there would be no 
trouble about that; that they had assistants granted them, and that 
I could secure that. Then he went on to tell what he bad done for 
Nebraska, and gaye some reasons why I should vote for him, and 
spoke of the opposition to him, or rather intimated as I remember, 
that it was spite-work, and that he was going to win. He told me 
I was too good a politician net to understand these matters, and 
that I wanted to get on the winning side. He said he wanted my 
vote, and that he was a man that stuck by his friends ; that he could 
do me good, and I could do him good; and that if this position was 
taken by that other man, he had other good appointments at his 
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disposal, and would give me an appointment. He spoke of his 
being chairman of the Committee on Territories, which gave him a 
chance to comtrol considerable patronage. Mr. Butler spoke of 
Mr. Hitchcock’s friends; that Mr. Hitchcock had stood by them 
out of pure friendship, and they were determined to stand by him. 
He said that there was certain offices that the parties would resign 
for the benefit of Mr. Hitchcock, and that Mr. Hitchcock’s friends 
would be appointed to them. He spoke of the land office in this 
town. 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. Was that in the presence of Mr. Hitchcock ? 

A. Ithink so. I don’t remember that he had passed out. 
He passed out and left us talking together, but I think this was 
before he passed out. Mr. Butler, all the time Mr. Hitchcock was 
talking, put in a word here and there—I think he talked more than 
Mr. Hitchcock. There was considerable more conversation I 
could repeat, but I don’t know that there was any more direct than 
this. I will say this, however, that Mr. Butler, before Mr. 
Hitchcock came in, spoke of three different appointments that were 
not mentioned in the presence of Mr. Hitchcock ; but the matter he 
spoke about more particularly was this appointment as appraiser. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. You understood, I suppose, plainly, that these things were 
held out as an inducement for you to vote for Mr. Hitchcock. 

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Hitchcock told me he wanted my vote, that 
he needed it, and that if I would vote for him he would do thus 
and so, as I have stated. 


By Mr. Gibson- 
Q. You stated that Mr. Hitchcock made this proposition to 


three other men. Can you name them? 
A. I said this proposition had been made to three other young 
men, but not by Mr. Hitchcock. If the Committee desire it I can 
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state, but it was merely other members telling me that these propo- 
sitions were made to them. 


By the Chairman s 


Q. You may state, for the benefit of the committee; if they 
desire further evidence they can get it. We will not press the 
question, however, 


A. If not pressed, I would rather not answer it. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. It is not necessary to bring that in. You wasn’t mistaken 
—you surely understood that when this proposition was made to you 
it was under the express condition that you would vote for Mr. 
Hitchcock ? 


A. Yes, sir, be said so. 
By Mr. Hitchcock : 


Q. Who said so? 
A. ‘You said so. 
a 


By Mr. Clark: 


Q. Were there any other candidates who made similar propo- 
sitions to you, themselves or through agents? 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Any other candidates for United States Senator? 
Not to me directly. 


By Mr. Clark: 


Q. Were there through any agents, or in any way? 

A. No,sir. All I have heard said was this: One of the 
candidates said that he would remember his friends. He spoke of 
no positions or anything of that kind— merely, in the course of 
conversation, he might have remarked that he would remember 
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them for being friendly to him. He spoke of his feeling very kindly 
to gentlemen for the friendship they had shown to him—that he felt 
very grateful, and would remember his friends. It was in conversa- 
tion with the candidate himself; no other one was present. 


By Mr. Gibson : 


Q. Who was that candidate? | 
A. Governor Saunders. He was not asking me to vote for 
him. 


By Mr. Clark- 


Q. Did you havea conversation with anybody else who asked 
you to vote for Mr. Saunders or Mr. Briggs ? 

A. No,sir. I think last Friday Iwas in Mr. Briggs’ room 
when a gentleman came in and talked as though he had held out 
inducements to a man,—that is, this man that came in had. Mr. 
Briggs rose up, seemingly very indignantly, and said, “ You must 
go and see that man at once, and bring him here. I don’t propose 
to use any such inducements at all. If I can’t get this office 
honestly, as the wish of the people, I don’t want it.’ He seemed 
to be very much incensed that anything of that kind had been said. 
In conversation with Mr. Crouse, he saidyendeavors were being 
made to secure votes for Mr. Hitchcock, and he spoke of it very 
indignantly, and told me he had made no pledges in any direction, 
and was under no obligations to anybody. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Brown: 


Q. I wish to call the attention of the witness to the time, as 
nearly as possible, when he went into the Governor’s room—at what 
period of the conversation Mr. Hitchcock came in. Give the lan- 
guage just as near as you can, if vou please, only from the time 
that Mr. Hitchcock eame into the room, and while you can be posi- 
tive he was there? 

A. I think the time Mr. Hitchcock came in was between two 
and three o’clock. 
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Q. I don’t care as much for the time of day as at what point 
in the conversation. Give as near as you can the language that 
passed after Mr. Hitchcock came in? 

A. The first talk after Mr. Hitchcock came in was Mr, Butler 
telling me of Mr. Hitchcock’s having these appointments at his 
disposal, and that I had said it had been offered to others, and asked 
if he had authorized others to offer it, Mr. Hitchcock kind of 
stammered and nodded his head, and seemed somewhat embarrassed, 
I thought. He hesitated, but finally said he did not know as he 
had offered it to anybody ae bai he didn’t think he had; that there 
was probably a number in there when he received the letter, and 
they had probably made the offer. He said he had made the 
remark, “ Here was a good thing for somebody.” Then Mr. Butler 
spoke of its being at his disposal to give to that young man. 

Q. Did he say to “ give” to that young man or to “ offer ” to 
that young man ? 

A. My impression is he had it to “ give” to him—to give to 
this young man. He had u. ered it to the young man, and he had 
taken it under advisement. Mr. Hitchcock said he thought he had 
refused it. Mr. Batler said “ no, he had taken it under advisement,” 
and said that if he did’nt accept it I was to have it if I would vote 
for Mr. Hitchcock 

Q. Was that condition connected with that proposition at 
that time in the presence of Mr. Hitchcock ? 

A. Yes sir, it was during that time. I will say, I went into 
that room anticipating something of that kind, and I went in on 
my guard. Mr. Butler did nut seem to be on his guard, and I paid 
attention to what was said. 

Q. I wish to know if you can be positive of this: that when 
Mr. Hitchcock spoke of the position in reference to your name, did 
he then couple it with the condition that you should vote for him ? 

A. Mr. Hitchcock, when he found that Mr. Butler had offered 
it to another person, who had not yet refused it, he took the matter 
into consideration and said ifthe young man refused it I was to 
have it on condition I voted for him. 
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Q. Was thatthe exact language used,—that you should have 
it on condition that you voted for him ? 

A. Perhaps those were not the exact words, but that was the 
impression I got. 


By Mr. Brown: 
: 
Q. I want to know where the witness got this impression. 
I suppose Mr. Small was talking with a great many men about that 
time, and I therefore wanted to be particular as to just that time. 
I wanted to find out whether Mr. Hitchcock made that a condition 
after he came into the room. 


The Witness: 


A. Yes, sir. Mr. Hitchcock told me he wanted me to vote 
for him, and if I would vote for him, he referred to Mr. Butler and 
said Mr. Butler knew “ he always stood by his friends,” and that I 
knew that, too. I told them that I had a friend with me whom I 
wanted to help if I could, and that I would confer with him. I 
did’t talk as if I would accept or reject. 

Q. The only thing I want to get at is: I want to separate if 
I can the conversation you had with Mr. Hitchcock from that you 
had with Mr. Butler. If it should turn out here before this Com- 
mittee that Mr. Butler had no authority to make propositions on 
the part of the Committee, of course anything that Mr. Butler 
would say should not prejudice Mr. Hitcheock any more than any 
statements that might be circulated by any person. A candidates 
enemies might ruin him by making statements of that character. 


By the Chairman: 
The witness has answered that question three séveral times 


distinctly, that Mr. Hitchcock did make that préposition to him, 
and he is relieved from answering that very question again. 
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By Mr. Brown. 


Q. I would ask yon whether it is not possible you might not 
have got that impression from what Mr. Hitchcock says—* this 
place is at my disposal and I stand by my friends ?” 

A. Hesaid both those things. 

Q. You are positive he coupled it with the condition ? 

A. Yes sir, he said he wanted my vote, and if I could give 
him my vote he would do these things for me, 

Q. Did he use this language? Did he say he wanted yonr 
vote and that you ought to stand by him ? 

A. He said‘he wanted my vote. 


By the Chairman: 


I think that is answered sufficiently now. 


By Mr. Brown :. 


He spoke, you say, of other positions at his disposal ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. What other positions did Mr. Hitchcock speak of as being 
at his disposal ? 

A. He said his position as Chairman of the Committee on 
Territories gave him a large patronage. and said if I wanted a land 
officé in Colorado he could get it for me. In fact, he said he didn’t 
know but he had better run as Senator from Colorado than here, 
because he was more popular there than here. He said the Sena- 
tors of Colorado had placed certain offices at his disposal. 

Q. Did hespeak of any particular office? 

A. He spoke of a land office. He spoke in a general way of 
a land office, but he did’nt speak of a particular office. He said if 
Mr. Butler had secured this other man with this office he then 
would give me another office. Isaid, “Mr. Hitchcock, I don't - 
want any office for myself, but T have a friend here whom I desire 
to assist.” 
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Q. You understood that it depended upon the condition that 
he was able to secure the appointment ? 

A. No, sir. Not from his conversation. 

Q. You knew that to be the fact from the way they do 
business ? 

A. I did’nt stop to reason on the matter at ‘this time. 

Q. You understood very well he had’nt the appointing power 
of these positions—that is, that he must do it by influencing some- 
body else ? 

A. No, sir. ; 

Q. You knew that Mr. Hitchcock did’nt appoint land 
officers, registers and receivers? You knew that Senators, as such, 
could not make appointments? 

A. I was aware it must be made by the President, and sanc- 
tioned by the Senate. 

Q. You knew also that this appointment as Appraiser came 
from the Land Department, and not from the Senators? I ask you 
as a matter of fact, you knew that appointments as Appraisers of 
Land came from the Land Department? 

A. Lunderstand that all Federal appointmeuts of a certain 
class are made by the President, and 


By Mr Anyan: i 


Mr. Brown, I think this is traveling outside. This asking 
him about what he knew about the power of Mr. Hitchcock to make 
appointments makes no difference to this committee, as I understand 
it, What he knew or understood about it is of no consequence. 
What we want to arrive at is what took place between this witness 


and Mr. Hitchcock. 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. I willask you this one question: You was aware no man 
had a right to make these appointments simply from his position as- 
Senator ? 
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A. I was aware a Senator controlled certain patronage ; that 
he suggested names to the President, who made appointments, 
which were confirmed by the Senate. Mr. Hitchcock told me the 
Secretary of the Interior had written him a letter in which he placed 
at his disposal the appointment of these appraisers. He hunted all 
through his pockets for the letter fom the Secretary of the Interior, 
but did’nt show it to me. 

Q. You understood that he would suggest the name of you 
or your friend, provided you asked it? 

A. Mr. Hitchcoek did’nt speak of appointing my friend, 


By Mr. Gibson: 7 


If this investigation has got to go into testing the knowledge 
of the witness as to the power a Senator possesses, we never will 
get through, and will cumber up our record and make it more 
voluminous than is necessary. We want all the facts, but I don’t 


see how persisting in this question as to the appointing power of 
the Senators has anything to do with this matter. 


By Mr. Brown: 


I will just make a suggestion to the committee. It is simply 
this: I only call this out for the one purpose of showing that if 
Mr. Hitcheock had said to him he would give him any position 
which witness understood was not in his power to give, it would 
have a material influence upon this committee. 


By the Chairman: 


Your have got an answer to it ; it is down and thatis sufficient. 
By Mr. Hitchcock : 


Q. Have you stated anywhere in this town that any other 
candidate has approached you with propositions ? 
A. Yes, sir; I stated in a meeting in this town that, indi- 


rectly perhaps, such propositions had been made to me. 
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By the Chairman: 
It is not necessary to go into that. 
By Mr. Hitchcock : 


If the object of this committee is to throw any stain upon my 
character I have a right to cross-question at any reasonable length. 
I will appeal to the sense of the committee. 


By the Chairman : 


I have nothing against you, Mr. Hitchcock, and I don’t sup- 
pose any other member of the committee has. We are determined 
to bring all the truth out, but we are also determined not to have 
our repoit cumbered with questions asked the witness three times, 
and then asked the fourth time. T contend the answer of this 
witness on that subject is down in the reporter’s notes—that he did 
hear one of the candidates say, he would remember his friends. 
Let us not repeat and repeat constantly the same matter and make 
our report so voluminous we cannot use it, 


By Mr. Hitchcock : 


I happen to know that Mr. Small, on one particular occasion 
that he well remembers, in a caucus known as the “ anti-Hitchcock 
caucus,” made a statement placing Mr. Saunders and myself on a 
par. Inasmuch as he did make such a statement at that time, I 
suppose I have a right to make inquiry with regard to that. 


The Witness : 


< 


I would like to make a statement in regard to that matter. 
By Mr. Fitchpatrick : 


Q. I think it will not be necessary to go over the whole er- 
cumstance, but give us merely the substance ? : 
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A. I merely wish to tell what I said in the caucus—that 
Gov. Saunders had indirectly made a statement to me that might 
be considered a proposition. 


t 


By Mr. Brown: 


ee . 
On the cross-examination we have a right to put leading ques- 
tions and have direct answers—“ yes” or “ no.” 


By the Chairman: 


I will suggest this: That the Senator ask the witness, in the 
first place, if he said so and so, and then ask him under what cir- 
cumstances and in what company he said so'and so. 


By Mr. Brown—(To the Witness.) 


Q. Did you, at the caucus spoken of as the Anti-Hitchcock 
caucus, say that you had been offered two offices by two candidates 
for the Senate ? 

A, No sir. 

Q. That in substance ? 

A. No sir. 


By Mr Gibson: » 


If there is going to be counsel on the other side why should 
not the questions be confined to the counsel and not have a cross- 
examination by everybody. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


I would also state that if the counsel, in cross-examination, 
have a right to ask leading questions requiring direct answers—ye 
or no—that these questions must be confined to the testimony in 
evidence. 
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By Mr. Gibson: 


This is not the trial of Mr. Hitchcock, If jisto can be 
asked drawing out the fact that any corruption has been used by 
Mr. Hitcheosk, or any other party, it should be drawn out. 


By Mr. Clark : NP 


I fully agree with Mr. Gibson. As already stated, there is no 
particular person..here on trial at the present time. I don’t 
understand that this committee has been appointed to investigate 
what Mr. Hitchcock has done, and nothing that anybody else has 
done. I consider we aré under obligations and in duty bound to 
not. pursue one candidate any more than another. 


The Witness + 


I would like to have the reporter read ane nerag asked by 
Mr. Hitchcock. 


The reporter reads the question, as follows: “Have you 
stated anywhere in this town that any other candidate has 
approached you with propositions?” 

By Mr. Brown : 


+ 


Q. AndI would ask you right there, “If so, by whom ?” 


A.’ I would say that, in using the word “ indirectly,” that was 
not the form of speech used in the meeting. I don’t wish to be 
understood as saying that at that meeting any gentleman had indi- 
rectly offered me any proposition, but it was charged by those 


present at the caucus that all the other candidates were making 


offers, and—— 
By Mr. Brown: 
Q. That is no answer to my question. My question was 


simply “ by whom ?” n 
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A. It was charged there at that caucus that other candidates 
had been making offers—that they were all doing the same; that 
all the candidates had approached these parties in the same 
way. I jumped up, in a sort of making fun, like, and said I had 
begun to get home light on this, but that Governor Saunders was 
the only one who had approached me—that Governor Saunders 
indirectly, perhaps, by the conversation we had had, wished to 
convey that impression to me—following out the line of thought 
the other gentlemen was carrying on. I had told Governor 
Saunders I could not support him. He said he expected to 
remember his friends, or something of that kind. He didn’t state 
to me he wished me to do so and so. I wished -to say in the caucus 
that perhaps that was what the Governor was driving at. There 
were gentlemen there who charged the other candidates with 
making propositions. 

Q. Making propositions for their support? 

A. Yes, sir. That was supposed to be an anti-Hitchcock 
caucus, but two Hitchcock men came in and 


By the Chairman: 


I wish to say to the committee that we cannot go on in this 
way. If there are any gentleman who can come before the commit- 
tee and tell us of any offers that have been made, we will have them 
brought here, cheerfully, but for the present this witness is 
dismissed. (To the Witness.) Just tell who the gentlemen were 
that made the charge ? 


By Mr. Hitchcock : 


You stated I left you and Governor Butler together ? 
. Yes, sir. 

That is the only interview I have had with you ? 
Yes, sir. 


rare 
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Mr: Hitchcock : 


I would like to have Governor Butler present during this 
examination, | 


Mr. Brown - ' i 


Of course Governor Butler should be here, and the conversa- 
tion had between him and the witness, during the absence of Mr. 
Hitchcock, certainly should not bind Mr. Hitcheock. 


Mr. Clark - 


I move that Governor Butler be subpcenaed to appear before 
this committee. ee. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Sergantatarms dispatched 
for Governor Butler. 


W. C. GRIFFITH called and sworn, and examined in chief by 
Chairman Moore and testified as follows : 


Q. State what you know about the allegations in this 
resolution. 


A. I would like to have you ask me what questions you 


desire, I don’t want to state all'T have heard from outsiders for the 
last two weeks. , 


Q. State facts. 
By Mr. Gibson. oo S y 
Then \ we aa no further use for this witness. . 


By Mr. A nyan. i = 


Q. State what ed een yourself and Hitchcock and 
others; -think, the day befare yesterday in’the private room of the 


Gevernor’s office, in which you represented you were:shown certain 
letter, 
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A. Our delegation from Lancaster County went in there to 
consult about matters and this letter came up. 


By Mr. Brown. 


Q. Was the Senator present ? 

A. I think he was part of the time, He said, “ I understand 
you think I have got a forged letter, and that I am using it to 
insure my election,” or something like that. I told him I had 
heard there was a letter of some character and I want to find out 
whether it ‘was an acknowledged 'letter‘or genuine. Then I talked 
about the signature of Mr. Marquette and told them I was some- 
what familiar with his writing. They showed me a letter and 
asked me about the initials “T. M.M.” I told him I thought the 
two “Ms” looked like his writing, but I didn’t think the “T’s”*did. 

Q. Were you called in to foe ty as to the genuineness of his 
signature ? 

A. No, sir; we went in to’ consult. 

Q. Did you read the letter over? 

A. Yes. It was dated Burlington, I think, and addressed to 
Mr. Marquette, and said, “We have made arrangements by which 
Saunders and—somebody I have forgotten the namé—can draw on 
us at sight.” I think that is the language. I don’t know whether 
the word “money” was mentioned or not. 

Q. What was your conduct when the letter was read tò you? 

A. They said Mr. Marquette had sent this letter and had 
signed his name on the margin “T. M. M.” I said I don’t think 
that was his signature, and he was in the building and let him 
come there and deny or acknowledge that he put his name there. 
I went down stairs and told Mr. Marquette to come up, and when 
Mr. Marquette came up the letter was not there. F think the 
papers were in Mr. Yost’s possession. They had an understanding 
that they were to meet some place last night and examine the papers 
with Mr. Marquette. 


ik 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 37 
By Myr, Anyan: . 


Q- ' What cuk when you ET with’ Mr. Marquette? 
A. Itold them, I said “gentlemen here is Mr. Maiquett, he 
would like to examine the letter.” 


By Mr. Moore: - - 


aes 


Q, -Did Mr. Marquette deny the signature? -. 
- A. No, sir; I think he said he would like to ‘see fe: letter, 
but it was not there the first time, but- afterwards he came, in and 
I think they agreed to look at the letter somewhere last ment with 
Mr. Marquette. O E 


By Mr. Anyan: 
Q, What-was the i nas you elves from reading this 
letter, if. ‘aiiything 4 Pgs ae ; 

' A.. The iSi was diat: the TA and: -Missonri 
River Railroad Company had° empowered Governor Saunders and 
Judge Briggs to draw on them for all the money they wanted. I 
think the letter said something like this: ‘In this fight we can 
afford to win.” l 

Q. That don’t: really answer the question I intended. I 
intended to ask, what impréssions were is a to be’ made upon 
you by the letter being shown to you? ° >’ 

A.’ The impression, intended to be nade opa ‘mé was oe it 
was a genuine letter. 


2 3 


By Mr. Moore. 
Q. Do you “think that that knowledge had been brought to 


you for the purpose of influencing you in your vote? 

A. Oh, no, sir; I don’t think it was. It might have influ- 
enced me, “however, i in some way, because if I thought that there 
was some sculduggery I would not want to vote for these gentlemen. 

Q. Your impression was, after being shown the letter and 

he signature, that it was not genuine? 
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A. That letter may have been genuine. I don’t know any- 
thing abowt Mr. Perkins’ signature, which was-signed to the letter, 
That was the only time 1 ever remember seeing his name in 
writing. . . E 


By Mr. Moore: 


Q. Had Mr: Hitchcock or his friends previous to this brought 
any influence to bear upon you to influence’ you ‘to vore for Mr, 
Hitchcock ? 

A. No, sir, not in the least. 

Q. Did they approach you in any manner, or did on think 
they were trying to influence you to vote for him by showing you 
this letter ? 

A. No. They wanted to satisfy me it was a genuine letter. 
I was in doubt about it, because there was simply the initials of Mr. 
Marquette there, as I said before, and the “M’s” looked like his 
writing. He is not a very good writer. 


By Mr. P N : 


Q. Youstaied you were holding a caucus of the Lancaster 
County delegation when this letter was shown you ? 

A. It was a little prior to that. 

Q. What was the circumstance that need by which this 
letter was brought to your notice? 

A. We went in there to talk about how we were going to 
vote; our delegation was supposed to vote together, on an order to 
do so by our County Convention. I said this, that if it was a fact 
that Senator Hitchcock’s friends had gotten up this letter, E didn’t 
think I could vote for him. 

Q. That does not answer the question. The question is, how 
did the letter come to be shown to you—who took you there to show 
it to you? 

A. Nobody. . 

Q. How did you come to have the letter shown to you? 
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A. I think Col. Philpot spoke about the letter in the first 
place, and he asked me if I could see this letter, and see that it was 
a genuine letter, if I would be satisfied it was not a forged letter. 

Q. You went and asked to see the letter ? 

A. I went there,and I think Mr. Philpot said the ‘letter 
would be shown to me. I think Mr. Yost had it then and handed 
it over to Mr. Philpot. I think I read it in his hands. I don’t 
think I had it in my possession. I think Mr. Yost passed the letter 
to Mr. Philpot. I think ‘Mr, Yost was sitting down at the table 
and Mr. Philpot was standing up, and I was standing up, and he 
handed the letter to me. S 


« 


_ By Mr. Hitchcock : ( 


Then I understand the ‘object of your being shown the letter 
was not for the purpose~of influencing you to vote for me, on 
account of the contents of the letter, but to relieye me from the 
stigma of having in my possession forged documents ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. It was shown to you in my defense—it being charged 
around the capitol here that I had in my possession forged docu- 
ments ? ° , 


A. Yes sir. 
By Mr. Anyan : 


Q. I would ask you if you went in there for the purpose of 
satisfying yourself ?. ` 

A. No sir; I went in with our delegation, and Mr. Hitch- 
cook and Mr. Philpot came in while I was there, 

Q. How was it if you went in simply for the purpose of ‘sat- 
isfying yourself in regard to a certain document—why did you go 
out in so much excitement and bring in Marquette. 

A. I wanted to satisfy myself. Mr. Marquette told me he 
thought it was not genuine, and I wanted it shown to him, that he 
could either admit its genuineness or deny it in the presence of the 
gentlemen present. 
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Q. What did Mr. Marquette say ? 

A. He said, “ Gentlemen, I am here and would like to see 
the letter !” 

Q. Was he shown the letter 3 ? å 

A. No, sir. Ithinkthe letter was not there then. - I wanted 
to get him, to nays him either PONES or deny harme put his 
signature ‘there. 

Q. But when he came in the letter was nok ARORA to him ? 

A. , The letter was not there, but I think there was an arrange- 
ment by which he was to have the letter shown ta him last 
evening. 


` By Mr. Gibson : * 


Q.° Was that letter shown to others of your delegation at the 
same time ? 

A. They were all present there. They must have seen it, I 
think. I don’t know that they did. 

Q. Is it a fact that the attention of your delegation was Called 
to it? 

A. No, sir. If they saw it, they probably saw it when I did. 

'Q. Isit not a fact that that matter of a forged letter being 
circulated around the Capitol, was brought to your notice and 
canvassed by your delegation before you went in there ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then, probably that was part of your business in there. 

A. No, sir. I don’t so understand it. We went in just 
before 2 o’clock to talk about what we were going ta do. 

Q. Is it not a fact that the only reason why there was nota 
perfect understanding in your delegation was on account of this 
letter ? 

A, Our delegation had decided the night before to vote as a 
unit for United States Senator. When this matter came up we 
thought if any candidate for the United States Senate was using any 
money, forged letters, or anything of that kind, we wanted to know 
it, and we went in there to consult about it. 
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By Mr. Anyan : 


Q. You were shown .these letters as a matter of personal 
satisfaction to yourself as to their genuineness ? 

A. I was shown only one letter. ` 

Q. When you. were shown that letter you then mT to 


bring Mr. Marquette, to give him an opportunity to examine the 
letter ? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When he returned with you the letter was not shown to 
him ? 

A. The letter was not shown at that time, but there was a 
mutual understanding that they were to see the letters together in 
the evening. They made that arrangement while I was-there. 
There was a mutual understanding that Mr. Marquette and the 
others would be present, when the letters would be shown. 


By Mr. Gibson : 


Q. Mr. Marquette and whom ? 
A. Mr. Marquette, Mr. Yost and Mr. Philpot, I think. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. Are you satisfied that Mr. Marquette was satisfied of the 
truth and gennineness of that letter ? 

A. Idon’t know anything about what Mr. Marquette thought 
about it. I wanted Mr. Marquette there to have that paper shown 
to him—just as it was to me—and have him say whether he put his 
signature there or not. i 


Q. You have not seen or conversed with Mr, Marquette on 
the subject since ? 


A. Ihave not conversed with him. I don’t know whether I 
have seen him since or not. 
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By Chairman : 


Q. Have you been approached by any of the other candidates 
in relation to your vote? . , 

A. Of course I have talked with them. 

Q Been approached—I mean by bribery ? - 


A. Nosir; there has been no bribery offered me by any of 
them. . 


By Mr. Clark - 


Q. All it amounts to, one way or the other, is that your dele- 
gation had agreed to yote as a unit, and this question of forged 
papers was řaised and then this letter was presented to you to dispel 
any idea that it was a forged letter ? 

A. Yes sir. 
Q. That is all there is in it then? 
A. Yes sir. 


By Mr. Clark—(to the witness, Mr. SMALL) : 


+ 


Q. I understand you to say, in this caucus you spoke of, there 
were charges made by members there that they had been approached 
with offers for votes. 

A. There were charges made that the other candidates were 
using such means. I don’t remember that that was the’ exact 
wording, but the idea of it was that’ the candidates were using 
influence and patronage in the minds of members. There were no 
particular candidates mentioned by name, I think, but before that 
there had been certain matters spoken of. Mr. Briggs, Mr. Crounse 
and Mr. Saunders were referred to, more particularly as the ones 
making these offers. 


By Mr. Moore: 


Q. Can you name these gentlemen ? 
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A. Tcan. I think Mr. McKee was one. I think Mr, 
Griffith said it was his opinion that these things were being done. 


By Chairman - prs EE 


~ 


He has just said he has not been approached by anyone ! 


By Mr. Griffith : 


am 


I mean in an improper way. When a man says he will re- 
member his friends, I don’t consider that objectionable. 


By Mr. Clark ; 


Q. Do you remember anyone else saying they had been 
approached by any of the candidates ? 
A. Mr. Harrison, in his conversation, said that he was satis- 


fied that the other candidates had their strikers out. He spoke of 
there being so many strikers here, and influencing the Legislature. 


He did’nt say that he had been approached by any of them, as I 
remember now. Mr. McKee, as I understand, made the charge 
directly, that the other candidates were using these means. Mr. 
Harrison said the “strikers,”—-as he called them,—and the “bum- 
mers” were besetting the members, and seemed to be very much 
provoked about their being here. 


At this point, G. M. Lambertson, Esq., and C. O. Whedom, 
Esq., appeared and announced to the committee that they were 
present as the legal representatives of Judge Briggs and Mr. 
Marquette, respectively. 
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No, sir. 

You did not? 

No, sir. : 

Did you have any conversation with this party under the 


assumed name of James Duffy at the St. Coss Hotel, or any- 


where? 
A. 


A. 
Q. 


Yes, sir. 

On behalf of Mr. Hitchcock? 2 

No, sir. 

Did you receive there at Omaha these letters you say you 


Jeft with the Senate Committee ? 


A. Yes, sir; I received sundry papers that are now in charge 
of the Senate Committee from a man who says his name is J. B. 
Flanagan. 

Q. Have you any former acquaintance with that gentleman? 

A. No, sir 

Q. Where did you receive the papers from him ? 

A. In Omaha. 

Q What did you do with these papers when you received 
them 

k Brought them to Lincoln. 

Q. And gave them to Mr. Hitchcock ? 

A. No, sir. i 

Q. Did you show iien to him? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. When was it you received these papers from Mr. Flan- 


agan, a8 near as you can remember, 


A. 
Q. 


It was last Sunday, the 14th inst., I believe. 
Did you see a letter purporting to come from a man under 


the assumed name of James Duffy to Mr. Hitchcock ? 


A. 


Yes, sir. 

You didn’t go in response to sitat letter to meet this man! 
No, sir. 

Mr. Hitchcock didn’t direct you to go? 

No, sir. 


A ¥ 
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ca 


Q. Do you know wer Mr. Flanagan is at this time? 
- A. No, sir. : 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Do you know where he resides, at all—do you know a 3 
anything about his residence ? 
A. Only in a general way, that he,lives at Onak: 


_ By Mr. Gibson: i. 
ae a 

Q. What is his business ? A 

A. Clerk in the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad 4 
Company. À 
Q. Do you know what consideration he received for these $ 
papers ? 


A. Ido. ‘ 
Q. What? : 
A. Six hundred dollars. 
Q. From whom ? 
A. From me. 

Q. Was that money given you by any other party ? 
A 

Q 


. No sir. ; 

Was it your money ? i 

A. No sir; it was money accumulated in the due course of te 

business, cabot 
Q. Was that $600 simply to pay him for his trouble in get- ia 

ting up these papers ? rh 


A. No sir. 
Q. What was the consideration? -= 
A. The consideration was the papers. 
Q. And the contents? 
A: Yes sir, certainly; the papers and the contents of the 
| Papers go together. 

Q. This offer was made to him before you paid him, was it? 


A. Nosir. : 1 
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Q. Did he say to you, or claim when you received the papers, 
that these were the genuine papers coming from the persons whose 
names were attached ? 

_A. Part of them were original papers, part of them were 
copies. He claimed, of course, that each one was what it purported 
to be. 

Q. He did’nt inform you that any of these papers were of his 
own manufacture ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. If he had he could not have received these $600 for them ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. This $600 was simply to pay him for betraying the trust 
placed in him ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Then what was the $600 to be paid for ? 

A, » For the papers. 

Q. What was in the papers to make them worth $600. 

A, That would be better answered by the actual production 
of the papers. 

Q. Yes, sir! provided we get them. 

` A. Iam perfectly willing to state that the contents of the 
papers were such as to justify me, in my mind, paying the man the 
price he asked for them. 

Q. In what way were they valuable to you ? 

A. From their contents, 

Q. Did these papers contain anything of importance to your- 
self ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You may state any matter in shee papers that was of 

importance to you ? 

A. I can say, in a general way, without the papers before me, 
that they contained information of a conspiracy against Mr. Hitch- 
cock, whose private secretary I am, and in whose welfare I am of 
course interested. 

Q. You say that the money that was paid for T papers: 


“ 
wo 
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accumulated in a general business way. What do you mean by “a 


-general business way ?” 


A. Isimply mean to say it was Mr. Hitchcock’s money that 


‘wasin my hands and over which I had control. 


Q. Then you only paid him $600 and didn’t pay him one 
thousand ? 


A. No, sir. 
By Mr. Anyan- 
Q. Were you present at the interview that was held between 


Mr. Marquette and Mr. Hitchcock last Sunday night? 


A. There was such an interview, yes, sir, at which I was 


' present a portion of the time. 


Q. Will you please state what transpired at that interview, to 
the best of your recollection ? 

A, Itis a little dificult to do, but in a general way it was 
likethis: Mr. Hitchcock informed Mr. Marquette that he wished 
to talk with him upon matters of serious consideration, and men- 
tioned in a general way that he had proof of a conspiracy against 
him, both politically and individually. He went on and said he had 
proof of certain details, all of which Mr. Marquette denied. I 
read to Mr. Marquette a copy of some papers. Mr. Marquette said 
he had no knowledge of them whatever. I believe that was about 
all that transpired while I remained in the room. 

Q. Was anything said to Mr. Marquette about the use to be 
made of those papers ? 

A. No sir, I think not. — 


Q. Was anything said as regards the object of securing these 


papers ? 
A. I think not, sir. 
Q. Was there any remark made to Mr. Marquette about the 
subsequent disposition to be made of these papers ? 
A. I should say not. 
Q. Do you say emphatically, “no?” 
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A. No sir, I wouldn’t say emphatically on a recollection of 
a conversation which took place several days ago, but I should say. 


there was not. 
'Q. Was there anything’said by Mr. Hitchcock to Mr. Mar- ` 


quette—that if he would cease his opposition to Mr. Hitchcock the 
letters should, be suppressed ? 

A. No sir, nothing of that kind. 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. Iwas there but a very short time—I was only there a 
very few moments. . 

Q. Has the papers remained in your possession from that time 
up to the present? 

A. Constructively they have been in my possession all the 
time. I have not been in absolute possession of the papers all the 
time, for the reason that I have had suspicions that my quiet pos- 
session of these papers was to be disturbed, in consequence of which 
I have taken occasion to have these papers where they would not 
be disturbed, provided an intention of that kind should be carried 
out—for instance, locked up. 

Q. You have never given these papers into the possession of 
any other person for safe keeping ? 

A. Yes, sir, as for instance, when I have been going back and’ 
forth up town, and I thought another fellow would like to get 
possession of them, I gave them into the hands of another 


person. 
By Mr Gibson: 


Q. Has there been any threats towards you? 
A. I could’nt say that, but I have received suggestions 
sufficient to put any man on his guard, that is, to take care of them. 


aa 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. You were not present at the conversation that took place 
between Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. Marquette ? 
A. Simply at the commencement. 
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Q. During that time, what was the statement of Mr. Mar- 
quette with regard to them ? 

A. Simply a general denial of all knowledge. 

Q. You know nothing in regard to the truth or untruth of 
what is contained in these papers of your own knowledge? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Is the gentleman who made these papers still in Omaha, 
to the best of your knowledge and belief ? 

A, He doesn’t live in Omaha, 

Q. Ithink you said he was a clerk ? 

A. I got these papers from that clerk, but he didn’t make 
these papers. 

Q. Who was the author of these papers ? 

A. Mr. Perkins, of Burlington, Iowa, was the author of one 
of them; Mr Irving is the author of some others, and Mr. Carter, 
of Ashland, I believe, is the’ author of one of them. There was 
several of them. 

Q. The clerk from whom you got them resided in Omaha? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He was the producer of the papers, not the author of the 
matter ? j i 

À. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is he still in the employ of the company ? 

A. I don’t know that sir. 


By Mr, Gibson: 


Q. ‘You stated, in answer to Mr. Anyan’s question that you 
read a copy of the papers to Mr. Marquette. Why did you not 
read the original ? 

A. For thg reason I did not at that time care to have Mr. 
Marquette know that I had the original. 1 bad several original 
papers, and these papers were valuable. I had an affidavit, and 
made copies of these papers attached as exhibits, and copied these 
originals. 
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Q. Are these copies the papers you have shown, or have you 
shown the original in every case? 

A. Ihave generally. 

Q. Do you mean to be understood that in some cases you have 
shown the copies, with the signatures copied ? 

A. No, sir; I wish to be understood I had these copies made 
as a guard, and these copies were sworn to. When I:read to Mr. 
Marquette he didn’t see the writing at all. 

Q. Were you present when Mr, Griffeth was shown these 
papers in the Governor’s office yesterday ? 

A. I was not. 

Q. The papers must have been in the possession ot some one 
else then ? 

A. Yes, sir; the papers weie given to Mr. Yost yesterday 
morning. 

Q. The original papers? 

A. Yes, sir. 


rom 
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8 Cross-examination by Mr. Whedon < 

: "Q. ve sigs present, Mr, Adams, when the money was paid ? 
z A. on’t know, sir. 

£ | Q. Who paid it. 

3 . | A. I don’t know, sir. 

n Q. Who did you give the money to? 

; A. T gave the money to Mr. Hascall to give to Mr. Flan- 
$ ` agan, 

f Q. Where was Mr. Flanagan then, do you know ? 

i A. Yes, sir, 
F Q. Where was he? 

$ A. In the next room. 

; Q. Where was that room? n 

A. Ia the Post Office Building at Omaha. 

j Q. What part of the building was you in ? 

5 A. In the hall of the second story. 

Q. Where was Mr. Hascall then? Was he there then? 


A. 
Q. Didn’t you swear in the Senate Chamber this happened in 
the Judges’ Chamber, and that you and Mr. Hascall and Mr. 
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Yes, sir, 


Flanagan were there together ? 


A. No, sir. I protest against anything I said up stairs 


covering this whole question. 


Q. On Sunday morning in Omaba, between ten and eleyen 
o’clock—did you not testify up stairs this afternoon that you and 
Mr. Flanagan and Mr. Hascall were in the Judges’ Chamber in the 


Post Office Building together? 


A. 


¢ 
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No, sir. 

You didn’t testify to that. 

No, sir. 

Did you testify you were there at all, Sunday ? 
Yes, sir. 

At what time did you testify you were there ? 
Between 9 and 11. 

At that time the money was paid? 

I suppose so. 

You didn’t see the money paid ? 

No, sir. 

Did you get the affidavit then ? 

I did. 

Was it signed when you went there with Mr. Flanagan? 
I didn’t go with Mr. Flanagan. i 
Was it signed in your presence ? 

Yes, sir. 

Sworn to by him? 

Yes, sir. 

He was sworn by whom ? 

J. M. Watson. 

Did you read it over before it was signed ? 

I believe I did. 

Did you tell him that would do? ° 


No, sir. 
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Q. Didn’t you say anything with regard to the sufficiency of 
the affidavit which you produced up stairs this afternoon ? 

A. ‘T think not, sir. 

Q. Did Mr. Flanagan read it over aloud before it was . 
signed ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. When did you get this letter that was written to Senator 
Hitcheock ? 

Here in Lincoln, 

What did he say to you when he gave it to you? 
- He said, “there is a letter I received.” 

. Is that all he said ? 

. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did he say to you in regard’ to your looking after it 
when you went to Omaha? Did he say anything ? 

A. On the morning that the letter was received I was going to 
Omaha on business. Mr. Hitchcock said that he did’nt suppose it 
amounted to anything, but if I had plenty of time in Omaha, and 
nothing to do, ‘perhaps I could look after it a little. 

What train did you take from here ? 
_ The morning train. 
Was it on Saturday ? 
No. It was on Friday. 
* When did you meet Mr. Flanagan, after you got to Omaha? 
Saturday night. 
How did you know Mr. Flanagan was the man you was 
to meet there in regard to this matter ? 

A. I didn’t know it. 

Q. How did you find it out ? 

A. He turned up and said he was the man. I had to take 
his word for it. 

Q. What do you mean by his “turning up ?” 

A. I sent a man to ascertain who Duffy was. 

Q. Whom did you send ? 

A. Isenta man named Hascall. 
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Did he notify you Flanagan was the man? 
Yes sir. 
How long were you with Mr. Flanagan that ight? ? 
Oh, I don’t know ; an hour or so. 
Did you have any oarra lon about anything else except 
this matter with him that you remember of ? 
A. No sir. . 
Q. Did you, on Sunday morning, have any other conversation 
with him except in regard to these papers ? 


Oreore 


A. Nosir. 
Q. None whatever? 
A. Nosir. ' 


Q. How long were you and, Hascall and Flanagan in the post- 
office building Sunday morning—de you think an hour? 

A. Probably about an hour, posibly an hour and a half. 

Q. You made no other agreements with him? 

A. In regard to any other matter? No sir. 

Q. Any other agreement with regard to these papers ? 

A. I made an agreement with him. He was to come here to 
Lincoln last Monday night. 

Q. Did he tell you he was coming to Lincoln, Monday night? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that in the postoffice building ? 

A. Yes sir. 


By Mr. Lamberison : 


Did you say you have his affidavit in you possession ? 
‘Yes, sir. 
Covering all these papers, both original and copies ? 
‘Yes, sir. 
When was that made ? e 
I don’t know when it was written. 
Didn’t you state a while ago you was present when it was 
read over and signed ? 
A. Yes, sir. 


. 
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Q. Mr. Watson was also present as a Notary Public ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
,Q. You don’t know whether Mr. Flanagan read it over out 
loud before signing it ? 
A. Ido not, sir. 
M > Q. If he wasto meet you here Monday night why did you 
- take an affidavit of all these things? 

A. For two reasons: One was, I got the affidavit before he 
agreed to come, and the other was, the affidavit of a man is some- 
thing better than the promise of a man to be sumewhere else. 

Q. Then, I understand by that that you didn’t put much 
faith in his coming ? 

A. Idon’t know. .You might understand that, but that is 
not my intention to give any such meaning as that. 

Q. a said up stairs, “A bird in the hand is worth two in 

P the bush. 
A. That is the expression, atic sir. 


F 3 Q.. You said up stairs you took his affidavit because “a 
Fi bird is the hand is worth two in the bush,” and that afterward he 
n agreed to come? ; 
. ; A. Yes, sir. 
Fe Q. Did you not state up stairs you were not present at the 
' time the affidavit was signed ? 
4 A. No, sir. 
‘ ; Q. You now swear you were present at the time it was 
i signed ? . 
t; - A. Certainly, I was. 
f : Q. State whether or not the affidavit was reduced: to writing 
2 by Mr. Flanagan, or somebody else ? ` 
va A. I don’t know. I have said I didn’t see the affidavit 
s written. 
í Q. You don’t know in whose handwriting it was? 
‘ A. I don’t know, except as giving my opinion as an expert. 
‘ : Q. Well, giving it as an expert? 
: A. It was in Mr. Flanagan’s writing. 
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Q. Then you have seen Mr. Flanagan’s writing before. 

A. Yes, sir, in various places, 

Q. Name one? 

A. I think you can find about 114 specimens in the two 
chambers above, where the two bodies are in session. 


Q. Do you swear there are 114 specimens, ‘ 
A. No, sir. - 
Q. You merely said pect: may be? i 
A. Yes, sir. , 
> Q. Did Mr. Hitchcock give you this money ? 
A. No, sir.’ 
Q. You say it is Mr. Hitchcock’s money ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much was there? 
A. Six hundred dollars.. 
Q. When did it come into your possession ? 
A. Last week. 


Q. From whom? 
A. I have answered it came into my possession in a genera 


business way. 


[Question objected to as immaterial by Mr. Brown, counsel for 
Mr. Hitehcock.] 


By the Chairman: ` 5 


I think it should be stated fully how and where the money 
| came into his possession. I consider the answer evasive. 


The Witness : 


The money was obtained by me, sir, it being after banking 
hours, from a friend who had that amount about him. 
Q. State who that friend was. 


Al 


wnt Aer es 


ee Toate A peti 


f +; e # OT. i. on Te 4 
EE oan Daunt ATE mm Wha Cerna geen EA E a zx 


£ ite 
oh SB one aT 


F 
F R 


58 REPORT OF THE 


A. That, sir, is entirely a private affair. I will, however, 
state he had no knowledge of what I wished to use the money for, 
I wished td use that amount of money and asked him for it. 

Q. From whom did you get that money ? 


t 


Objected to by Mr. Brown as immaterial and irrelevant. 


Mr. Gibson: 


e 


I think, under the resolution,’ the question should be 
answered. He says it is Mr. Hitchcock’s money, but if, upon 
examination, it proves that it was Mr, Brigg’s, or Mr. Saunders’, or 
Mr. Crouse’s money, it should be brought out. Mr. Hitchcock is 
not on trial. 


Mr. Clark: 


It seems to me it has already been acknowledged as to whom 
the money belonged to, and what it was used for. J don’t see what 
isto be brought out further. 


The Chairman : 


I look upon it in this way : Our Committee here is to develop 
facts—not try any one for anything, but to develop facts in regard 
to the subject matter of the resolution. When the witness is asked 
whose money it is he answers promptly and tells what he paid the 
money for. I havealready said, if he does not state from whom he 
got it, but says “in a general business way,” it is avery evasive 
answer. He states, under oath, that the money was not used in the 
way it was, with the knowledge of the person he got: it of, conse- 
quently he is not implicating his friend. Why can’t he answer 
promptly where he got it? 


Mr, Lambertson : 


The Committee has ruled upon this question, ae we insist that 
he answers the question. 
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I wish to state that I have not the slightest objection to saying 
how much money I used, how I used it, whose money it was, or 
anything pertaining to this case. I am perfectly free to say that at 
the time I ascertained what the amount of money this: man wanted 
was, I hadn’t that much money about me, and it was after banking 
hours. If I had been there before banking hours I have no donbt 
but I should have gone right to the bank and got the money. As 
it was, I simply asked a friend of mine to loan me that amount of 
money—that I wanted to use it. 


By Mr. Lambertson : 


Q. From whom did you say you got the RR ? 

A. I didn’t say. | 

Q. From whom did you get it? 

A. Ihave answered the question fully. The transaction was 
simply like this: I borrow $5.CO from you going down street, 
for a purpose, simply because I don’t have that amount with me, 
and I want to use it. When I come up to the hotel the money is 
returned to you. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


There is no discredit in avowing from whom you got it. 


By the Chairman : 


Q. You say it was on Friday you went down to Omaha, 
charged to look up this matter, provided you had time; and it was 
on Sunday you got possession of the papers. At what time did you 
get the money you speak of, previous to starting to Omaha on 
Friday ? ` 

A. No, sir. I think it was, well, it was up in Omaha. I 
arrived there on Saturday, I think. The train was very late. 
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By Mr. Gibson: 
| Q. Did you receiye the money from any candidate for the 
United States Senate? . l 

A. Treceived it from no person in any way connected with 
the Senatorial contest. 

Q. Did you receive it from any railroad corporation ? 

A. No, sir; I received it from no railroad corporation. I 
received it just as I would receive money from you. It is the same 
as I would walk into your store and say, ‘‘ Mr. Gibson, I want to 
use $20, and havn’t got it,” and you would let me have it. 

Q. Have you reported your action to Mr. Hitchcock ? 

A. I don’t know as Mr. Hitchcock knows as much about it 
as he has heard me say in here. I have not had time to see him 
much to talk about these things. 

Q. You don’t know whether he approves or disapproves your 
action in that regard ? 

A. No, sir; I am entirely responsible for the matter myself, 


Davip BUTLER, being called and sworn, testified as follows: 
Mr. Brown: 


If you wish to get through with this witness quicker, I will 
call his attention to the particular points the Senator wished him 
called for. 


The Chairman: 


I would rather one of the Committee would ask the witness 
what took place in the presence of Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. Small, 
while they were together. 


Mr. Gibson. 


At Room 15, at the Commercial Hotel. 


o 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. It was in regard to appointments that might be had 
through Mr. Hitchcock ? 

A. As well as I can remember now, Mt. Small and myself 
were having a conversation in a general way. We were speaking 
of Mr. Hitchcock, and he said the charge was brought against him 
that he was promising the same office to two or three different men. 
He spoke of one position he had promised, I think, to three men. I 
told him I didn’t think it was true, at all, and that if I knew he 
was doing that kind of business I would have nothing more to say 
in his favor. He seemed to insist he was right, and I told him to 
stay there and I would go and have the Senator come in. I went 
and saw the Senator, and asked him to come in, and when he came 
in I told the Senator the statement of Mr. Small, that he had been 
promising one office to two or three. Mr. Small then went on, and 
` said he had heard so and so. The Senator didn’t say for some time, 
but finally said he couldn’t say what others were doing outside, but 
he certainly had not himself been guilty of doing that thing. 


By Mr. dnyan: 


Q. That was the reasons that influenced you to take Mr. 
Small into the room for Mr. Hitchcock to satisfy him he was not 
making promises to three or four? 

A. I wanted him to vote for Mr. Hitchcock. 

Q. Why was satisfaction to Mr. Small necessary on that 
point? Had promises been made to Mr. Small? 

A. No, sir, none at all. 

Q. Then why insist upon this evidence? There would.be no 
violation if no promises had been made to him. 

A. He seemed to think if Mr. Hitchcock was promising 
around in this way he would not be reliable in judgment in any 
way and he wouldn’t do for Senator. 

Q. You testify you never promised anything to Mr. Small in 
the name of Mr. Hitchcock ? 


~ 
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A. I do, sir. 

Q. That you did not promise him Mr. Hitchcock’s influence 
to secure him the place of Appraiser of the Osage lands? 

A. No, sir, nothing at all. In fact I think he ae 
wanting anything himself. 
l Q. Yet you brought Mr. Hitchcock to him to prove to him 
} he was not offering the same place to two or three men and then 
going back on his promises ? 

A. Yes, sir, that he was not doing that. 

Q. Do you remember the conversation between Mr. Hitch- 
cock and Mr. Small at that time? 

A. I don’t remember much more being said about that, only 
I remember hearing the Senator—the Senator didn’t stay in there 
only a little while. 

Q. You are sure Mr. Hitchcock never promised Mr. Small 
any position of profit or preferment to procure his vote ? 

A. Not in that conversation, or any other in my presence. 

Q. Or that Mr. Hitchcock never asked Mr, Small to vote for 
< him at that time? 
a A. Ithink he talked about that, but I don’t think he asked 
E him directly to vote for him. 
Did you ask Mr. Small to vote for Mr. Hitchcock ? 
In the presence of Mr. Hitchcock? — 
No, previously ? 
Oh, yes. 
What was Mr. Small’s answer ? 
He gave several reasons, That was one, that Mr. Hitch- 
cock was promising the same office to two or three men. 

Q. Did you call Mr. Hitchcock in to disprove that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To disprove that? 

A. Toascertain whether he was doing that. 

Q. It was not to disprove that the Senator was promising any 
offices, but that he was promising the same office to two or three 
men? 
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A. Thatis all. I didn’t entertain that opinion myself and I 
didn’t wish Mr. Small to entertain that opinion. 

Q. You didn’t take him in there to convince Mr. Small that 
Mr. Hitchcock was not promising any offices ? 

A. Oh, no sir. l 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Do you know of any other candidate for U. S. Senator 
who has offered any inducement to any member for his vote, or 
whether any railroad corporation has offered inducements, to your 
knowledge, for votes ? 

A. No sir. 


By Mr. Hitchcock : 


Q. During this conversation did I make propositions to Mr, 
Small to givé him an office for his vote? 

A, Not at all—nothing of the kind. 

Q. You was in there when I went in, and I left you there? 

A. Yes sir, and I will state further, I told Mr. Small I 
didn’t think the Senator would do that. He did not as far as I was 
concerned, and when he was promising offices I was through with 
him. 

Q. Have I ever given you authority to promise offices for 
votes. 
A. No sir. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Have you told any one you had authority to do that ? 

A. I told one gentleman I thought there was one position I 
thought he could get. I told Mr. Small about my having told 
this gentlemen that. 
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By Mr. Brown: 


Q. You made the assertion on your own account—you didn’t 
pretend to give it as authority for Mr. Hitchcock ? 
| A. No, I think I was just going on my own judgment. Į 
thought I had reason to believe he would get it if he desired it. 
i 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. What reason had you to believe this if you had no authority 
from Mr. Hitcheock ? 

A. Well, I guess I may just as well tell it all, He received 
a letter from Washington, asking him to designate some man for a 
place to appraise the Indian lands. I didn’t stop to inquire where 
the lands are, or what it is. I spoke to this gentleman about it, 
and said it would be a very good place for him on account of his 
location, and all that. 

Q. Did you tell him what the pay was? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Did you tell Small the offer had been made to another 
man, and he was wavering ? 

A. Yes, sir; I think I have spoken to two orthree men about 
it, from the fact Mr. Hitchcock read the letter out it was rather 
public. I know I said I had talked with one gentleman about it, 
which owing to his location and all that, it would be a good thing 


for him. 


By Mr. Hitchcock : 


If the Committee will allow me to read this letter, I think it 


will explain the whole thing. 
Permission being given Mr, Hitchcock, read the letter as 


follows, which letter the reporter was directed to mark as 
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EXHIBIT “B.” 


(Personal) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, January 3, 1876. 

Dear Mr. Senator: If you will send us the name of some 
gentleman you would like upon the commission to appraise the 
Cherokee lands in the Indian Territory I feel quite certain the 
Secretary will appoint him. It will pay probably $8 per day and 


expenses and last three or four months. 
Very Truly Yours, . 
Levi P. Lucker. 
Hon. P. W. Hircucocr, Omaha, Neb. 


Mr. Hitchcock, (continuing.) 


That I received in a room full of people and said, “There is a 


good thing for somebody.” I am perfectly willing the Committee 
should have the letter and keep it, and record it and file it in the 
archives of the State. 


Here the Committee adjourned until 9 a. M. to-morrow. 


EXHIBIT “ A.” 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, January 18, 1877. 


The Committee met at 9:30 A. M. 

All the members present. 

Messrs. Doane and Brown, counsel for Mr. Hitchcock, were in 
attendance, and also Mr. Mason, counsel for Mr. Marquette. 


By Mr. Gibson : 


I move that the proceedings of the Committee hereafter be 
open to the public—that the restrictions of secrecy be removed 
from the members of the Committee and those in attendance. 


The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr, Mason. 


The first testimony we wish to introduce is to show that the 
signature of Mr. Irving and Mr. Marquette, in the letter written 
to Mr. Marquette by Mr. Perkins, is a forgery, and also to show 
that the letter claimed to have been taken from the letter-book is a 
base forgery. We have all the letter-books of the company here, 
and they show that no pages are gone. To prove the forgery I 
have got to have the letter before me. The papers are now in the 
hands of the Senate Committee, and I would suggest that the two 
committees, for the purpose of receiving testimony, sit together— 
you with your reporter, they with theirs. Then any member of 
the Committee can ask any questions he chooses, and then you take 
the testimony to your committee rooms and make independent 
reports. In that way your reporter would have a copy of each of 
these papers and their reporter would have a copy, and we could 
proceed intelligently and at the same time each committee would be 
an independent body. 

| 
Mr. Doane: 


That is the very arrangement we desire. 


Mr. Gibson: 


We have made an effort for the last hour to find that Com- 
mittee, in order to get the two together, but they have failed to 
meet for one hour after the time to which they adjourned. 


Mr. Mason: 


With the permission of the committee, I would suggest that 
this Committee adjourn to meet with the Senate Committee. I 
mean, though, that this Co.amiitee act as an independent commit- 
tee, having their reporter, and put their own questions. Mr. Doane 
ean examine for his part and I for mine, and then when the testi- 
mony is in separate and make up your reports. 
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Mr. Gibson. 


I move that the Committee now adjourn to the Senate Com- 
mittee room and endeavor to get accommodations in that committee 
room, and immediately continue the investigation. 


Motion agreed to, and the House Committee thereupon repaired 
to the Senate Committee room. After consultation between the 
members of the two committees they took a recess until 2 P. M., 
with the understanding their sessions hereafter are to be held jointly. 


House Committee met at 2 p.m. All the members being 
present, and also Judge Mason, counsel for Mr. Marquette, and 
Messrs. Doane and Brown, counsel for Mr. Hitchcock, 


After waiting three-quarters of an hour for the appearance of 
the Senate Committee, whose Chairman had possession of the letters, 


to secure the possession of which the Committee had adjourned, the 
Committee was called to order by Chairman Moore. 


Mr. Mason: 


I would ask if there is any process possible to secure the pres- 
ence of these forged papers? 


The Chairman - 


There is no process possible. 


Mr. Mason: 


This looks some like a fellow getting possession of forged pa- 
pers and refusing to produce them when the party whose name is 
forged is ready to come into court and testify. 


Mr. Gibson- 

) 

It now being nearly an hour since the time set for the meeting 
of the two Committees together, at which time the Senate Committee 
promised to produce the papers here to this Committee, and they 
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having failed to appear, move this Committee now proceed to 
examine witnesses in regard to said papers, we having used all efforts 


in our power to procure them. l 


The Chairman: 


No objection being made, such. will be the course of the Com- 
mittee. We will proceed to examine witnesses in regard to these 
paperg as best. we can, without the use of them, stating the facts and 
reporting to the House accordingly. I would state here that any 
other process than by request is denied this Committee. We have 
no legal process by which we can obtain the papers, they being a 
co-ordinate body with ourselves. 


At this point, Senators Blanchard and Cone, who had been in 
the room since the first appearance of the House Committee, an- 
nounced themselves members of the Senate Committee, and said 
they desired the record of the House Committee to show they were 
in attendance; to which the Chairman responded that a note te 


that effect would be made. 


Mr. Mason inquires of Messrs, Blanchard and Cone if they 
know where the papers in question are, to which both reply they do 
not; that all they know about them is the papers were receipted for 
by the Chairman of the Senate Committee— Mr. Colby—yesterday. 


“Wa. Irvine called, sworn and examined, testified as follows: 


By Mr. Mason: 


' Q. Will you state what is your occupation—what connection, 
if any, with the B. & M. Railroad Company ? 
A. Superintendent of the B. & M. Road. 
Q. How long have you been such Superintendent ? 
A. I have been Superintendent two years, or a little over two 


years. 
Q. Were you present before the Senate Investigating Com- 


mittee on yesterday ? 


“ 
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A. I was. 

Q. Did you see the papers that were introduced in aiia 
ohe of which purported to be a copy of a letter taken from your 
letter book, and also another which purported to be a letter written 
to T. M. Marquette by ©. E. Perkins? 

A. I sawa copy of a letter purporting to have been torn 
from my letter book, and I saw a letter which.I think was addressed 
to me purporting to be endorsed by me and Mr. Taylor, then to 
Mr. Marquette, then from Mr. Marquette to me again, stamped by 
official stamp and marked “file” in the corner. 

Q. - Now as to the latter letters of which you speak. Did you 
examine your signature attached thereto ? 

A. IJ did, sir, . 3} - 

Q. Will you state to the Committee whether it was your 
genuine signature or forged ? i ' 

A It was forged. 

Q. Have you carefully Grma the signature “C. E. 
Perkins 2” 

A. I did, sir, and compared it with others. 

Are you acquainted with his hand writing? . 

Yes, sir, and have been for several years. 

Have you seen him write? 

Very often. 
* Will you state to the Committee whether the signature to 
that letter purporting to be the signature of C. E. Perkins was a 
genuine signature or forged ? 

A. It was forged. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the signature of T. M. 
Marquette ? 

Yes, sir. 

Have you seen him write ? 

I have. 

Are you familiar with his writing? 
Quite so. 
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Q. Did you observe on that letter the endorsement “T, 
M. M. ?” l 

A. I did. 

Q. Will you state to this Committee whether that endorse- 
ment “T. M. M.” was in the genuine hand writing of T. M, 
Marquette or forged ? 

A. Forged, sir. | 

Q. Have you your letter book here from which this press 
copy that they offered in evidence before the Senate Committee 
purported to have been torn? 

A. Ihave, sir. I sent an extra for the books last night, to 
bring them here. 

Q. Will you produce that letter book before this Committee 
from which that affidavit before the Senate Committee stated these 
press copies were torn, and turn to the pages from which they 
purported to have been taken in the affidavit of Flanagan ? 

A. I might explain here to the Committee I have two letter 
books, in one of which I keep the general business letters, and the 
other is my private letter book, to which no one has access but 
myself; but I thought I better produce it, too. Mr. Doane will 
remember it was pages 492 and 493 which are claimed to have been 
gone—the latter being dated November 13th. You will see in the 
private letter book that 254 is the last page used, and if you will 
examine the book carefully you will see no pages have been taken 
out. I would say to the Committee that one of these books is my 
private letter book, and the other for general business. J would 
like to have them returned after the Committee get through with 

them. 


By Mr. Doane (after examining the business letter book) : 


Here are two pages gone between 491 and 494, and that is the 
date, too—Nov. 13. 
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Mr. Mason : 


Now, if we had that press copy of the letter, we could compare 
the water mark on the paper. 


Mr. Doane : 
If it is in my power I will see that it is produced. 


The Chairman : 


If that was the date of the letter there is no need of looking 
farther through the books. 


By Mr. Mason : 


e 


Q. Will you state who this Mr. Flanagan was that Mr. 
Adams testified he got these papers from, and in whose employ he 
was ? 

A. He wasin my employ as a shorthand clerk. 

Q. You may state if he was in the habit of writing letters and 
signing your name to them, “ per F.” 

A. He was. 

Q. You may state if he was an expert penman. 

A. Exceptionally expert. 

Q. Now will you produce, if you have it with you, the 
affidavit made by a gentleman in your office—where does this 
gentleman reside, and who is he? 

A. He resides in Omaha, but he is here in the room. 

Q. Let me challenge your special attention to the letter which 
purported to authorize Mr. Sanderson and Banks to draw for any 
amount of money necessary, and which closed with the words, “ We 
can afford to win this time.” Let me call your attention to that 
particular letter, and state to the Committee how you know it to be 
forged, and how you know the signature to the same—“ C. E. 
Perkins ”—is not genuine. 

A. I know the letter purported to be addressed to me, and I 
know I never received such a letter or any such authority. There 
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is an endorsement on that letter which purports to be mine, and 
which I never made or seen. It purported to be sent by meto Mr. 
Marquette, and returned tome. I never had returned to me any 
such letter from Mr. Marquette. 

Q. Will you state to this Committee if any arrangement, at 
any time, was ever. made between you and any other person, or er: 
sons, to pay the Omaha Bee $100 per monte ? 

A. There was not. 

Q. You may state whether any arrangement at any time was 
ever made between you and any other person to pay the Lincoln 
Globe $75 per month ? 

A. There was not. 

Q. You may state if you have any knowledge of any person 
having made such an arrangement ? 

A. I have not, sir. 

Q. Was any consultation with you ever had in relation to 
any such arrangement ? 

A: Never with me or any person, that I know of, 

Q. Let me challenge your attention again to the press copy— 
that is, the pages that are pretended to be torn out from this book. 
Did you read that letter carefully when it was before the committee? 

A. Nosir; Iwas not allowed to more than see the letter 
before the Committee, and I sent for the press book to see whether 
they were taken out or not. 

Q. When you went upon the witness stand you had not looked 
to see whether they were gone or not ? 

A. Nosir; nor I didn’t compare the numbers. 

Q. You may state to this Committee whether there was any 
system of cypher used by the B, & M, Railroad Company in which 

“ Sanderson ” meant. “ Saunders? ” 

No sir. 

Or that “ Banks” should mean “ Briggs?” 
No sir. 

Or that “ Morris” should mean “ Marquette ?” 
No sir. 
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Q.: Had you any knowledge of any such system ? 

A. Yes, there are such systems in general use. 

Q. In which these words are used ? 

A. No, sir. I have no knowledge of any cypher, or any 
knowledge of any system where such words are substituted for 
Saunders, Briggs and Marquette. f 

Q. You may state whether to your knowledge, information or 
belief any person, either T. M. Marquette, or Mr. Briggs, or Mr. 
Saunders, or anybody else has ever been authorized by anybody 
connected with your road, to draw money for political purposes ? 


A. No, sir. 


Cross-examtination by Mr. Doane : 


Q. Mr. Irving, in regard to these which purport to be letter- 
press copies taken from your book—you heard that letter read? 

A. I don’t think I heard much of it. No,Idid not. Itwas 
read when I was absent. I heard partof it read. I think I came 
in while they were reading some of the minutes, and heard the letter 
of Mr. Perkins read. I don’t recollect hearing the letter purport- 
ing to be written by me. I heard they claimed to have such a 
letter. I saw the letter in the envelope and opened it, but I did 
not read it. I opened it and could see it was Flanagan’s hand- 
writing. 

You heard a portion of it? 

Yes, sir. 

Did you recognize that as being a letter you had written ? 
I recognized part of it as being a letter I had written. 
You only heard part of it? 

‘Yes, sir. 


» 


OPOPOPS 


Was it the part you heard you recognized as being a por- 
tion of a letter you had written ? 

A.. Yes, sir—that is, I wish to be understood—I recollect 
having written a letter on that subject. The words and phrases I 
could not remember, of course. 


? i 
* 3 x ¥ 
ies 
reread E - 


tw iy 5. t 
WAY RRE, P 
ve e y nyiha i ia daidai F a 


w 


m~ 


RAEI Om aiaks Re. TE ERK A a 


t 

“ nse 
RNA 
ey 


ye 
+ 


~ eat 


74 REPORT OF THE 


Q. You are not now prepared to deny the authenticity or 
genuineness of that letter press copy ? 
A. No, sir, not without having the letter before me. 
| Q- You are not prepared to say that is not a letter press copy 
taken from your hook ? / 
A. No, sir, I am not. 
Q. Will'you refer to the letter book and see whether pages 
492 and 493 contained letters to Mr. Perkins? | 
A. (After examining the general letter book.) On page 492 
there claims to be—entered in the alphabet—a letter written to 
Mr. Perkins, which entry is in Flanagan’s hand writing. 
Q. Did he alphabet them all ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It was his duty to do so sometimes ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In the regular course of business he entered in the 
alphabet a letter from you to Perkins, on page 492. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you in Burlington on the 25th of December last— 
Christmas Day ? - ot 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. How long were you there ? 
A. I think I was in Burlington two days, From there I 
went to Chicago. 
Q. Did you know of Mr. Perkins, while you were there, 
writing a letter to Mr. Marquette? 
A. Idid not. I was not at Mr. Perkins’ office but very 
little of the time; I was at his house, i 
Q. Did you examine the body of that letter which purported 
to be from Mr. Perkins to Mr. Marquette ? 
A. I did. 
Q. Do you know in whose handwriting it is ? 
> A. Mr. Flanagan’s, in imitation of the writing of a clerk in 
Mr. Perkins’ office. There are two clerks in Mr. Perkins’ office; 
one is a boy and one is Mr. Howland, whose handwriting Mr. 
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Flanagan was evidently trying to imitate. Here are letters from 
Mr. Howland. ( Witness produces some letters.) 

Q. You think it was this clerk he was trying to imitate 
(referring to the writer of the letters shown by the kaa ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you have any abao to leaving these bie here to 
compare with the others? 

A. Notat all, sir. i 

Q. You have stated that the signature to that letter from Mr. 
Perkins, and the initials “T. M, M.,” and the signature by your- 
self, were all forged ? 

A. They were all forged, sir. 

Q. In regard to your own signature you can speak from 
personal knowledge; from what is it you pronounce the other two 
forgeries ? 

A. From my knowledge of their writing, having seen Mr. 

‘Perkins’ writing for the last twelve years, and Mr. Marquette’s quite 
frequently for the last four or five years, 

Q. Then it is from an inspection of the letters that you 
pronounce them forgeries, and not from any knowledge you had 
that they were not written ? 

A. Iknowthey were forged because I never received such a 
letter. It was a letter addressed to me by Mr. Perkins, I 
understand, and endorsed by Mr. Marquette. 

Q. Supposing it was a letter written by Mr. Perkins to Mr. 
Marquette, would it be possible for him to have written such a letter 
to Mr. Marquette without you knowing it? 

A. Certainly, sir; Mr. Marquette’s letters do not pass through 
my hands, of course. I see by a printed copy here (referring to a 
newspaper he held in his hands), that the letter purports to be 
addressed to Mr. Marquette. I was mistaken about that. 


At this point of the examination Mr. Colby, Chairman of the 
Senate Committee, came in and produced the letters previously 
referred to in evidence. 
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Mr Mason: 


Q. This is'the letter under discussion. With the permission 
of Mr. Dodne and the Committe I will take this letter and inquire 
if it is genuine. (Handing witness the paper.) Tell the Commit- 
tee whether the signature “ Wm. tal ing,” in pene is your signa- 
ture or not % 

A. It is not. 

Q. You have stated you are acquainted with the handwriting 
of C. E. Perkins. Tell the Committee whether this is the hand- 
writing of ©. E. Perkins ? 

A. Itisnot. It is like it, but I don’t believe it is his. 

Q. This“ Wm. penne 3 up here, (indicating on the letter) is 
that your signature? 


A. No sir. 
Q. Do you know who wrote it? 
A. No sir. 


Q. This “T. M. M.,” een” on the letter) is that in the 
writing of Mr. Marquette? 

A. T should judge not. 

Q. When did you first see that letter? 

A. Yesterday, when the Senator was being examined. 


By Mr Doane: 


Q. (Taking the letter shown as one written by Howland) Com- 
pare these two. Do you think the one is intended to be an imi- 
tation of the other? . 

A. I think so. I see q general resemblance between the sig- 
natures. 

Q. I mean the body of the letter ? 

A. No, I don’t think that is good at all, 

Q. Iwish,if you have any specimens of the handwriting of 
the other clerk in Mr. Perkins’ office, you would produce them? 

- A. I havn’t any. He is a boy, and would not write any 
important letters. 
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Q. I should think that is a boys hand, (referring to How- 
land’s writing). 


A. Heisnot. He isa man of thirty, I should think. He 
is older than I am. . 

Q. What do yu understand is meant by these initials? (indi- 
eating on the letter). 

A. I should didanai they are “ J, G. T.” Onur Treasurer 
is Mr. Taylor, and these are his initials. 

Q. Are they his writing ? 

A. I.should not take them to be his. . 

Q. Do you know in whose handwriting the body of the letter 
and that pencil mark is? 

A. I believe it to be Flanagan’s handwriting. It is very like 
his. i 
Q. How does that compare with your signature ? > 
A. Itis very similar to my signature, except more smoothly 

written, l 

| Q. Have you any specimens of your signature here ? 

A. Ihave not, unless some of you gentlemen have got a time 
pass. 


[Senator Blanchard produces a pass, which he ‘hands to Mr. 
Doane. | 


Mr. Doane: 


Q; You have rather a peculiar way of finishing up your 


name (after examining the signature to the letter). 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You notice the same in this letter ? 

A. Yes, sir. He was well aware of that; he saw my signa- 
ture a great many times. 


Q. You think this is not your signature (referring to the signa- 
ture in the letter) ? 
| A. Ido, sir; I am very positive, indeed. 
Q. Will you state what would be the course taken with a 
letter written by one of the officers of the road to another, author- 
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izing that officer to draw funds from the company for any specific 
purpose? State what course would be taken with that letter for 
the purpose of giving a voucher to the Treasurer ? 
| A. When the drafts were made the Treasurer would be 

notified by letter to honor such drafts, and the ‘party authorized to 
draw would be written to, giving him such authority. 

Q. What would the party written to do with the letter ? 

A. I should think he would file it away, and, if not satisfied, 
ask the Treasurer if he was notified that he was authorized to draw, 

Q. That course would be pursued where it came from an 
officer of the road in the East ? 


A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would not that letter ordinarily, when it was received by 


an employe, be indorsed by the person receiving it to you, as the 


_ local superintendent in this State, and then by you to the Treasurer 


of the company ? 
A. No,sir. I have no recollection of ever going through 


that routine. 
Q. Is that thestamp of the company (indicating the impress of 


a stamp on the letter) ? 
A. Yes, sir, to which Mr. Flanagan had access and used. 


Q. Have you any letter-heads in your office here of that 
kind ? 

A. In Omaha? Yes,sir. That is a letter-head that Mr. 
Perkins uses without the place printed in, to be used at either place, 

Q. Are they used in Burlington? 

A. Yes, sir, both at Burlington and Omaha. 

Q. Can you state whether there were any such in the office at 
Omaha on the 25th of December? 

A. To the best of my knowledge there were. They were 
in a drawer in Mr. Perkins’ desk. 

Q. ‘You have no personal knowledge there were any such 


letter heads in Omaha at that time? 
A. I know I went to his desk a short time go and saw some 


letter heads of that kind there. 
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Q. These are letter heads kept for Mr. Perkins’ use, and he 
has the same in Burlington ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is that pencil mark? (indicating on the letter.) 

A. That mark is “file,” and that is one place where he has 
made a mistake in his forgery. When I answer a letter I personally 
stamp it with the office stamp to show that it has been answered. 
When I don’t answer it I mark it “ file,” and when Mr. Flanagan 
gets them he notices it has been answered if it needs to be, and 
marked “ file” if it don’t need to be answered. 

Q. Whenever you answered a letter you always put this stamp 
on? 

A. Yes, sir, whenever I answered it personally. 

Q. Does the date of the answer or of the receipt of the letter 
appear upon the stamp ? 

A. The date of the answer. 

Q. Thestamp might be put on where the letter was not 
answered ? 

A. Yes, sir, it might be, but it is not the custom. 

Q. In what way are letters filed away? 

A. Filed in book form. Little needles pass through and when 
a book is completed, a thread is passed through with the needles, 
and the beok is bound and filed away. 

Q. How often is a book filed? 

A. Generally about one a month. 

Q. Will you refer to these two sheets (indicating the letter 
copy sheets numbered 492 and 493.) and say whether or not they 
are genuine proof sheets of letters written by you? 

A. The letter is evidently in Flanagan’s hand writing. I 
believe that signature is mine. 

Q. Do you think this letter came out of this book? (refering 
to the general letter book.) 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is this your private letter book? (indicating the other 
letter book.) 
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| A. Yes sir. That is my private letter book, and is not exposed 
in the office, though that other is. I kept it locked up and I have 
the only key which opens the drawer. The pages in the rear of this 
private letter book are gone from page 490, Pagesare gone out of 
both books. He could have copied this letter in the back part of 


~ the private letter book and then torn the pages out of the general 


letter book, ‘This private letter book is started in June, 1874, and 
up to this time I have got to page 254. I very seldom copy igen 


in that book. 
Q. These are all your sores in this letter-book ? 


A. Yes sir; yes sir, all my writing. 

Q. Do you say, distinctly, yon never wrote the letter on this 
paper, dated November 5, 1876. 

A. Ido, sir, most decidedly. 

Q. Did you authorize a letter of that kind to be written by 
any one else? 

A. I did not, sir. 

Q. Have you known of any drafts made by Mr. Marquette 
or your Assistant Treasurer, Mr. J An Taylor, ever having been 
drawn and paid by Mr. Taylor? 

A. I havn’t known of any at all. 

Q. The accounts of the Treasurer do not pass through your 
hands? 

A. No; except I am supposed to be the auditor of his accounts 
to some extent. 

Q. Are you such, practically ? 


A. No, not practically. 
Q. Will you be good enough to produce your ledgers? I will 


state to the Committee I have examined the private letter-book, 
the one in which Mr. Irving says he has copied his letters, I find 
no such letter-press copy in the book. 


Mr. Mason: 


Flanagan’s affidavit ‘says this letter (dated Nov. 5, 1876,) isa 
copy of a letter copied from the letter-press copy taken from Mr. 


. Irving’s private letter-book. 
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Mr. Doane—( To the Witness.) | 

Q. Will you turn to the account of the Treasurer with Mr. 
Marquette ? 

A. There was no such account. . 

Q. Will you be good enough to refer to any accounts that 
may appear there with Mr. Sanderson or Mr. Saunders. 


A. We never had any account with Mr. Saunders or Mr. l 


Sanderson. - 

Q. Will you turn and see in your ledger if you bad any 
account with Mr. Banks or Mr. Briggs? 

A. We have no account with Mr. Banks or Mr. Briggs. 
(The witness examines the ledger after each question, before replying.) 

Q. How many pages are in that book ? 

A. Four hundred and eighty pages, 

Q. In what way, orin what book, rather, is the entry made 
in which Mr, Marquette’s salary is paid ? 

A. It would be paid on a voucher account, I suppose. 


The Chairman: - 


The hour for going into joint cọnvention has arrived. We 
will have to adjourn this Committee. 


Mr. Gibson : 


I move we adjourn until after the adjournment of the joint 
convention, i 
Agreed to. 


The Committee met at 4.30 P. M., after the final ballot for 
U, S. Senator had been taken by the two Houses in joint conven- 
tion, when the cross-examination of Mr. Irving by Mr. Doane was 
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Q. Have you any other letter books in which letters written 
in November and December, 1876, were entered ? 

A. No, sir; these are the only two letter books. 

Q. Is there any other ledger that contains any such accounts 
as are referred to in that letter, excepting the ledgers produced 
here? | 

A. That is the only current ledger, After finishing ledger 
“A” we go to ledger “ B.” That is the only ledger ot accounts 
since the Ist of November, prior to that and up to this time. The 
accounts referred to in that letter would appear in this ledger. 

Q. Have you seen anything of Mr. Flanagan since last 
Sunday ? 

A. I have not. 

Q. Or heard anything of him? 

A. Isent for him Monday morning. He was not at his desk 

_ and in looking around for him I came on this man Sloan, a clerk 

at the St. Charles Hotel. He handed me a note, in which Mr, 

Flanagan announced he had left the country, and these keys. 

Q. Did you receive such a letter as that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you produce them ? 

A. Yes, sir, here they are; I am glad to produce them. 
These letters were handed me by Mr. Sloan, clerk at the St. Charles 
Hotel, who claimed to be a personal friend of Mr. Flanagan. 


By Mr. Mason : 
Q. You speak of this note you have just handed Mr. Doane? 
Mr. Doane: 


Q. Is that underscoring by him? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that his genuine signature ? 

A. Yes, sir. I am prepared to prove by any number of 
witnesses you can name that that is that man’s writing. 


è 
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Mr. Mason: 


We offer that paper in evidence at this point. Yeu don’t 
object because it is not in order ? 


Mr. Doane : 
No, sir. 


The Witness : 


1 


Ihave a number of envelopes which I put in my pocket to 
show the dissimilar style in which he writes. Sometimes he writes 
an up and down perpendicular hand ; at another a running hand. 


Mr. Mason: 


Will the Committee let the shorthand reporter take these 
letters and mark them “ B” and “0”? 


[No objection being made, the letters are thus marked for 
identification by the reporter.] 


Mr. Doane: 


Q. Iunderstand you have taken means to find Mr. Flanagan ? 
A. Yes, sir. I have taken every means I could to find him; 
I have sent all around for him. 


Mr. Mason: 


Q. Do you know Mr. Hascall? 

A. Ido, by sight. 

Q. Was he at the office inquiring for this man Flanagan 
shortly after he left? 

A. I was told he was there. 

Q. Did you see him personally ? 

A. Idid not. Mr. Sloan saw him, and some of the other 
boarders at the hotel. 

Q. He was at the hotel inquiring ? 


l 
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A. Yes, sir, 
Q. You mean Isaac S, Hascall ? 
A. I think that is the name. 


t 
i 


Mr. Doane: 
[i 


There is but one Hascall. 
Mr. Mason: | | 

Q. Let me ask you whether you had, just prior to the 18th of 
January, seen this man Hascall with this man Flanagan? 

A. No. Ihad not seen him, myself, with him. 

Q. Mr. Doane handed youa paper. That is it, (referring to 
the letter dated November 5th), which it was stated in Flanagan’s 
affidavit was a copy copied from a letter in your private letter book. 
State whether such a letter is now in or ever was in your private 
letter book ? : 

A. No, sir. There never has been. 

Q. Did you ever see that paper before you saw it on yesterday 
before the Senate committee ? 

A. No, sir: I did not. 

Q. , Did you ever hear of it? 

A. Only in connection with some other papers which these 


. parties claimed to hold. I never heard of it except in connection 


with these papers. 

i Whose name is signed to it? 

My name is signed to it. 

Had you ever seen that letter before? 

No, sir. 

Had you ever authorized your name to be signed to it? 
I bad not. 

Was there ever any such correspondence ? 

There was not. 

Had any member of the company in Nebraska any author- 
ity io sign that paper? 


. No, sir. 
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Q. Have you or, has any one else, been authorized to use; 
or have used, any money or bonds or other thing of value belonging 
to the B. & M. Railroad in Nebraska, for the purpose of influencing 
the Senatorial election ? 

A. No, sir. Not to my knowledge. 


Mr. Doane : 


Q. Do you say that if there was to be any money drawn from 
the Assistant Treasurer or upon you for any matter, of this kind, no 
one but you would be authorized to do so? 

A. No one but Mr. Perkins or myself would be authorized 
to do that. 

Q. So it any such order as this was given it would be, 
necessarily, given by yourself? 

A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Had Mr. Flanagan any authority to sign your name Ín any 
original signatures? ` 

A. He had not, except in unimportant matters, when he was 
authorized to sign my name with his initials; not in any other 
way. ; 

Q. Do you know whether he ever did sign any letters in that 
way? 

A. Not with my permission. 

- Q. You say you have no knowledge of any money or funds 
being used by any officer or agent of the Company to aid in the 
Senatorial contest ? 

A. Ihave no knowledge of the use of money—by myself or 
any one else, 

Q. Iwill ask you whether Mr. Marquette ever drew any drafts 
upon the Treasurer of the Company, to your knowledge, or upon 
the Company in such a way as that he could obtain money in favor 
of either himself or other person, for political purposes? ` 

A. Notto my knowledge. 

Q Do you know of any drafts having been drawn by Mr. 
Marquette upon the Treasurer ? 
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A. I know of drafts having been drawn in settlement of fire 
claims, and suits, in the legitimate business of the Company. 

Q. In that case would the drafts be drawn upon Mr, 
Marquette’s authority ? 

A. Yes, sir, upon the Assistant Treasurer of the Company, 
and when paid they would make a voucher which the Treasurer 
would bring to me as a test, foran approval of the account. Mr. 
Marquette’s name would be on it and mine to test its approval. 

Q. Did this authority extend to any other matters except 
matters in court? 

A. Yes, sir, to all matters in his legitimate business. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Have you any means of knowing what induced Mr. Flanagan 
to forge these papers ? 

A. Ihave no positive means. I have heard this man Hascall 
has been seen at the hotel with Flanagan, and other parties in 
Omaha have been named to me as having gone to the house to 
board for a short time. It struck me as very peculiar. I will 
name one party, if you wish. 


By Mr. Gibson : 


I wish to know who he is. 

A. His name is Datus Brooks. A young man told me Brooks 
came to the house one day. Brooks knew Flanagan. He had 
been reporting some of these meetings. Flanagan told this young 
man that he didn’t wish to be around there. The party who told 
me is here in town now. It isa man named Warren, in the employ 
of the “Cut-off” Line. He is a boarder at the St. Charles. 

Q. Have you any means of knowing for what consideration 
these papers were forged ? 

A. Nothing, except in these letters. In one place “a few 
hundred dollars” is mentioned, and in another a thousand dollars, 
and the statement of Mr. Adams that he gave bim $600. 
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Is he a native of England ? 
Yes sir. 
How long has he been in this country ? 
I don’t think more than eight months. 
How long has he been in your employ ? 
Since about the Ist of August or July last. Before that, 
for a short time, he was in Mr. Touzalin’s office in Burlington. 

Q. Do you know that Senator Hitchcock was directly con- 
nected with this matter in any way ? i 

A. Idonot. I.have only the evidence which has come before 
the Committee in that respect. 


= 
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By the Chairman: 


Q. Will you state just how you came in possession of this 
letter, setting forth that he had gotten up these papers for this 
price ? 

A. Monday morning I was at the depot with our train, which 
was in a little trouble on account of the snow. While there I got 
a telegram from Mr. Taylor that there was a man at the office with 
important letters and keys from Mr. Flanagan. That rather excited 
my curiosity. I supposing Flanagan had got into trouble, I tele- 
graphed I would be there in a few moments. When I got there I 
found Mr. Canfield, proprietor of the St. Charles Hotel, but he 
gave me no papers. Afterwards Mr. Taylor asked me if I had seen 
the man, and told me he was a clerk at the St. Charles, named 
Sloan. I went over and saw him, and he went around to my office 
and delivered up his order authorizing him to draw Mr. Flanagan’s 
pay for that month, and afterwards delivered up to me the letters 
referred to here, and after that the desk key and outside door key. 

Q. Were they in an envelope, addressed to you? 

A. No, sir. They were folded, but not in an envelope. The 
man told me Mr. Flanigan had given him these letters the night 
before, I asked him where Mr. Flanagan was, but could get no 
satisfaction. All he could say was Mr. Flanagan had requested 
him to give me these letters at 9 o’clock, and repeated this several 
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times. He told me he didn’t know just what Mr. Flanagan had 
been up to, but I got an idea that he had read that letter to me, 
He then said Flanagan said: “ George ”—or whatever his name 
was—“ I will trust to you. I am very anxious Mr. Irving should 
pet these letters: He has been very clever to me, and I don’t wish 
he should get into trouble or harm.” 


By Mr. Gibson : 


Q. When you found he was gone, did you make efforts to 
apprehend him? l 

A. I did, of course. Fróm the nature of these letters, I 
supposed the forgery had been used on Mr. Marquette. Iran down 
to the depot and left directions to have the trains watched, and tele- 
graphed to all points, and to make sure, had Mr. Phillipi, agent of 
the C., B. & Q. Road, go to the Bluffs, and had him telegraph from 
there, but I had no responses. 

Q- Did you send a description of him ? 

A, Yes, sir, I sent a description of him. 


Mr. Doane: 


Q. When did you do this? 

A. Monday morning, immediately after getting these letters. 
I ordered them sent, and Mr. Taylor told me he had sent them. 

Q. What did you state in regard to Mr. Brooks? 

A. Iam very sorry to bring Mr. Brooks into this, but it was 
brought out by questions asked me. Mr. Flanagan told me abouta 
week or ten days ago that Datus Brooks had come to the St. Charles 
to board. He seemed to be very much tickled at it, that a man 
like him should come there to board. I didn’t care to receive such 
gossip, and rather snubbed him, and thought nothing more about 
it until this man Warner spoke of it. 

Q. All there is of it, is Mr. Brooks came there to board and 
Mr. Flanagan spoke of it and Mr. Warner also spoke of it? 

A. Yes sir, 
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Q. You are acquainted with the handwriting of Mr. Flana- 
gan, are you not? p 

A. Perfectly, sir. 

Q. Is it your belief these letters are in the handwriting of 
Mr. Flanagan ? 

A. Itis, sir. There are a number of witnesses in the room 
to certify to Mr. Flanagan’s writing. : l 


Mr. Clark < 


Q. Isthat a letter Mr. Flanagan wrote since he left. 

A. He wrote it before he left, but arranged to deliver after 
he left. He must have written it Sunday night. I heard it re- 
marked he had been driven over to Council Bluffs by this man 
Sloan. I had Sloan here Tuesday night, and he agreed to stay 
here until the next day, but in the evening he snddenly turned up 
at the depot and left. I was in hopes to be examined while he 
was here. There are parties here who met him on the train. Mr. 
Warner here went up with him on the train. 


Mr. Mason: 


Q. These letters and papers here I produce in evidence be- 
fore the committee, but I do not wish to offer them in evidence. 
Here they are :—The first is No. 1, and is a letter dated “Omaha, 
Jan. 8th, 1877,” signed, “A. A. Sloan ;’ No.5 isa pass on the 
Burlington and Missouri River Railroad to Flanagan, “Private 
Secretary to the Superintendent,” signed “Wm. Irving.” Mr. Irv- 
ing, I don’t remember whether you testified in relation to that pass 
or not. State whether or not it was ever signed by you, or de- 
livered to this man Flanagan. 

A. Idon’t believe it has been. I don’t recollect at all to 
have signed such a pass with any such absurd title upon it. It is 
possible this man Flanagan could have slipped it in with a lot of 
passes that I was handed to sign. This is better writing than 
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mine, and I believe it to be forged. I will say that the imitations 
of Mr. Flanagan of my writing were so exact that once, when I 
saw it on an unimportant paper on my desk, it was so correct, that 
I called him to ask him whether I signed it or he signed it. 
Mr. Mason: 
No, 2 is a letter dated “Ashton, Nebraska, 10, 30, 1876,” 
signed “ O. M. Carter.” That is a genuine letter. No. 4 is a key 
to the cypher of the B. & M. R. R.Co. No.3 is a press copy from 
the letter-book, dated Nov. 13. This is signed by Wm. Irving, 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. With regard to this letter-press copy; you stated a 
moment ago Mr, Flanagan might have slipped that pass into a lot 


‘of passes and obtained your signature and you not see it? 


A., Yes sir. 

Q. Iwould ask whether he might not have slipped this letter 
in and got your signature in the same way ? 

A. Yes, sir, it was my custom to dictate letters to him and he 
would bring them to me in a batch to sign, and I would sign them 
without looking at them. He was a very expert phonographer, and 
would write as fast as I could talk. Sometimes I would allow these 
letters to accumulate until 5 o’clock in the afternoon before signing 
them. 

Q. If he had brought this letter to you and you had signed 
it in that way, is it probable it would have gone to Mr. Perkins and 
remained this length of time without your hearing from it? 

A. No,sir, I should think not. Idon’t remember the contents 
of the letter, whether it require an answer or not. I certainly had 
no answer to any such letter. I would say I remember writing to 
Mr. Perkins in regard to a conversation I had with Mr. Cunning- 
ham, but at what time I wrote I don’t remember. I didn’t attach 
any particular importance to it. I thought it was of a little interest 
perhaps to Mr. Perkins, and I sent it over to him. 
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Q. Your explanation to this is that this letter contained 
matter you sent, with other matter you did not send ? 
A. No, sir, I wouldn’t swear that. 


By Mr. Mason: 

` No. 6 is a letter dated November 5, 1876, to J. G. Taylor, 
signed Wm. Irving, which is forged. No.7 isthe other forged 
letter dated Burlington, December 25, 1876, addressed to T. M. 
Marquette, and signed C. E. Perkins, W. Irving, and T. M. M., 
with a memorandum endorsement on it signed Wm. Irving. No. 8 
is the affidavit offered before the Senate Committee, produced by 
Mr. Adams. He stated, I believe, that these papers, including the 
affidavit he paid $600 for. His testimony, in connection with these 
papers, I will have to offer before this Committee, when we get to it 
—the short hand reporter’s report of his testimony in connection 
with this affidavit. 


The Witness: 


I would like to correct a statement I made. I said that Mr. 
Brooks had gone to the St. Charles to board, regularly, but it 
appears he had gone there only for one night. He was not aregular 
boarder there, as I learn by speaking to Mr. Warner about it. Mr. 
Warner is a regular boarder in the house. 


Joux M. O’GrRapDy called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows : 
% 


Mr. Mason: 


What is your occupation ? 

Car accountant of the B. & M. in Nebraska. 
How long have you been such ? 

Since the 1st of September. 

Where have you resided ? 
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A, Ihave resided in Omaha near two years—since the offices 
have been moved up there. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Flanagan—the gentleman. who was a 
short-hand reporter ? 

I do. 

How long have you known him? 

Sinee he came into the employ, the Ist of July, T think. 
Were you and he in the same office ? 

No. In offices adjoining. 

Were you frequently with him ? 

Yes, sir. 7 

Know his ‘handwriting ? 

I do. 

Know his signature ? 

I do. 

Look at that writing, and tell whose it is ? (handing witness 
the letter Irving testified he had received from Flanagan.) 

A. That is written by Flanagan. 

Q. Goon and state to the committee what conversation you 
had with him, or he with you, in reference to his imitating names— 
forging names, and in respect to the value of an affidavit ? 

A. Since he first came in the employ he has been in the habit 
of copying names. The name of Mr. Irving he frequently imitated 
so I couldn’t tell the difference. One evening he drew out the 
signatures of managers and others connected with English railroads. 
These he placed on the desk and proceeded to copy them, and made 
such imitations that I could not distinguish them from the originals. 
Last Thursday or Friday he came to my desk, and after some con- 
versation, I think, on the Senatorial contest, he took a piece ôf 
paper and wrote Mr. Perkins’ name on it, imitating his signature, 
and did it so well that I couldn’t tell the difference, and I am 
familiar with Mr. Perkins’ signature. He asked me if I could tell 
the difference, and I said “ No.” He said after a little while no 
one else could, or words to that effect. 

Q. What was said about the value of affidavits, if anything? 
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A. He has frequently said in my presence and in the pres- 
ence of Others in the office, he placed no value whatever upon 
affidavits, and that he would make one, or an oath, for any consid- 
eration whatever. 

Q. What views did yon hear him express, and at what time, 
as to the obligations of an oath ? 

A. He has frequently expressed himself that he placed no 
value on it. He said he didn’t believe in any religion, or any God 
—that he was an Atheist and placed no value on an oath, or aman’s 
honor. He said a man’s honor could be bought at any time for a 
very small consideration. 

Q. Do you know Isaac S. Hascall ? 

A. Ihave seen him. 

Q. Did you see Isaac S. Hascall and this man Flanagan to-- 
gether ? l 

A. Ihave not. I would like to correct myself there. I be- 
lieve Mr. Hascall was in the office once, and seen Mr, Flanagan 
there. That was some months ago. Flanagan told me this—that 
he had had some conversation with Hascall in the office. 

Q. When did you last see this man Flanagan ? 

A. Last Sunday morning about 10 o’clock, inthe office. He- 
came up to my desk and asked if Mr. Irving wasin. I told him 
“yes,” and he walked out. 

Q. Were you in the office all day Sunday ? 

A. No sir, I was there until about 3 o’clock, except the time- 
I went to dinner. 

You didn’t see him Monday morning ? 
I did not. 

Seen him since? 

I have not. 


I am not. 
You wil] state if you have informed Mr. Irving, or any 
of the superior officers of the road, of these conversations that you. 
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had with Flanagan, with respect to his capacity to forge and the 
value he placed on an affidavit? 

A. I have not. I have spoken to Mr Irving’s clerk, Mr, 
Calvert, several times upon the subject. 

Q. Did you ever to Mr. Irving? 

A. Nosir. 

Q. Why didn’t you inform Mr. Irving? 

A. Well; he was such a curious fellow I didn’t place any 
reliance upon his word at all. I didn’t think there was any harm 
in him. I thought he was just gassing, and didn’t think there was 
any harm or danger in him. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Doane: 


Q. How came Mr. Flanagan to speak about this light con- 
sideration of an oath? 

A. It was in election matters. We were talking about 
bribery, and one thing and another. He said it would take very 
little consideration to bribe him, and he supposed most men were 
like him. 

Q. When was this? 

A. Frequently within the last ten days I have heard him 
express himself so.. 

Q. When did you hear him the first time? 

A. Jt would date back months ago. 

Q. Was it a constant theme of conversation with him? 

A. I don’t know that it was constant, but he spoke of it 
quite frequently. 

Q. With others besides yourself? 

A. Yes, others in the office. 

Q. Did you ever hear him talk that way in Mr. Irving’s pres- 


A. No sir. l 
Q. Butin the presence of all the others you have? 
A. Yes sir, any one present. It didn’t seem to make any 
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difference to him, except Mr. Irving. He seemed to make a brag- 
gadocio about his not caring about an oath. 

Q. You didn’t pay any particular attention to it, but consid- 
ered it mere gas ? 

A. Yes, I considered it mere gas on his part. 

Q. You say the last you saw of him was Sunday morning? 

A. Yessir. He came to the office and inquired if Mr. Irv- 
ing was in, I told him he was. 

Q. Who else was in the office at that time? 

A. I don’t know as there was any one in my office at the time. 

Q. Would he have to go through your office to get into Mr. 
Irving’s office ? as 

A. Not necessarily so. There is a passage that passes along, 
My door was open and I could see him as he would go into Mr. 
Irving’s office. The door between my office and Mr. Irving’s was 
closed. 

Q. Could Mr. Irving hear the conversation between you ? 

A. Nosir. The door between our two offices was closed. I 
couldn’t see if the passage door to his office was. 

Q. Did he say what he wanted of Mr. Irving? 

A. Hedidn’t say. Hejust asked me if he had come down 
I told him yes. He was not in, I think, over three or four min- 
utes. 

Q. Wasit his custom to come in there and spend any portion 
of Sunday ? 

A. Of late he has not spent as much as formerly. Of late 
he has been there very little of Sundays. l 


Mr. Qibson: 


l 
Q, Have you access to the letter books of the office. Mr. Irv- 
ing’s press copy books ? 
A. Nosir. Iam not supposed to touch them. I never copy 
letters. 
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Mr, Marquette : 


I suggest the testimony with regard to Brooks be expunged, ag ` 
it has nothing to do with the case, 


By Mr Gibson: 


I think we should leave it until the testimony is all in, then it 
can be expunged if we desire to. 


By Mr. Mason: (To the Witness :) 


Q. You are familiar with the signature of Mr. Perkins? 

A. Yes, sir. ; 

Q. Do you think you could tell his genuine signature ? 

A. I think I could. 

Q. Look at that signature and tell the Committee whether 
you think that is a genuine signature? (Handing witness letter 
No.7.) j 

A. Idon’t think it is. 

Q. Are you familiar with the signature of Mr. Irving? 

A. Iam. 

Q. . Think you would know it? 

A. I would, sir. 

Q. Look at the signature “ Wm. Irving,” on that same paper, 
and say if youthink that is his genuine signature? 

A. I think it is written with a pencil by Flanagan. 

Q. How about the other one in the other corner? - 

A. This other one seems to be addressed to Mr. Irving. 
That is not his signature. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Marquette’s signature ? 

A. Ihave seen it quite frequently. 

Q. Do you think he made that “ T. M. M.” on that letter? 

A. I don’t think it is his. 

Q. You may tell the Committee whether you think that “ T. 
M. M.” and that “ Wm. Irving,” in ink is written in the same hand? 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE, < 97 


A. Yes, sir, I do. I think I recognize Flanagan’s writing 
throughout the whole letter. 

Q. Could you tell the Committee what reason you have for 
thinking that? 

A. Ihave seen Flanagan write in this style quite frequently. 
Ihave seen him write a great deal and am quite familiar with his ~ 
writing. He writes various styles. I have seen him write that 
atyle quite frequently. 

Q. When you use the term “style” do you mean imitating 
different styles of writing? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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By Mr. Gibson : i 
Q. Point out any peculiarities in that?, 
A. That“ 6” is his; that “s” im “ Esq.,” and that “1” is 
his. 
Mr, Mason: 
This paper I hand you is marked No. 6; tell the Committee 
whether you can recognize that hand writing and the signature on 
there? 
A. That is Flanagan’s writing. 
Q. Who made that signature r 
A. Flanagan. 
Q. What makes you think so? . 
A. Being familiar with his writing. ` 


Mr. Doane: 


Q. How often have you seen Mr. Perkins’ writing? 

A. I havert seen him write much, but have seen letters from 
him quite frequently. 

Q. This letter purports to be from him ? 

A. Yes, sir. 


Q. Have you ever seen him write? 
7 


- 


Pi Pen atte Mee 


Co yZ P y oe tele we MET a a 
soo’ 


PEPES 


z E 
+ “et 


A Mo ig Ct ey 


od -AAA ing m 
t 


98 -> REPORT OF THE 


A. Yes, sir, on two or three occasions. 

Q. Did you pay any special attention the times you did see 
him write ? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Did you take special notice, to be able to distinguish that 
writing from any other writing ? 

A. Yes, sir, I think I did. He was writing one evening a 
good deal in Mr. Irving’s office and I saw some of the letters he 
wrote that evening. Since that I haveseen a great many that came 
from him to Mr. Irving. 

Q. Purported to come from him? 

A. Yes, sir. l 


Q. Doyou know J. G. Taylor? 
‘A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Have you seen him write? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Familiar with his hand writing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether or not those initials there, (referring to letter 
No. 7), in red ink; state whether those are in his handwriting? 


A. I don’t think they are. 

Q. Do you see any of Mr. Flanagan’s work in that? 

A. Ido, in the “J.” 

Q. In whose hand-writing do you think the body of that 
letter is? . 

A. I believe it to be in Flanagan’s. 

Q. Were these letters you have seen from Mr. Perkins in his 
own hand-writing or by his clerk? 

A. Sometimes in his own hand-writing and sometimes by his 
clerk. ; 

Q. State whether the general features of that letter are the 
same as in those letters written by Mr. Perkins’ clerk ? 

A. I think it is better writing than Mr. Perkins’ clerk 


writes. 


. INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 99 


Q. Is its general appearance—the formation of the letters and 
general appearance of jt—similar to the hand-writing of Mr. Per- 
kins’ clerk ? 

A. I don’t think it is. Mr. Perkins’ clerk writes a more 
eramped hand than this, from what I have noticed of it. 

Q. Are you familiar with the mode of doing business there in 
the office in regard to letters which are received authorizing the 
drawing of money—the disposition made of them ? 

A. No, sir. That has nothing to do with my department. 

Q. What is that word in the upper left hand corner—“file’”— 
in whose writing is that ? 

A. I believe Mr. Flanagan’s, 

Q. How close a resemblance does the signature of Mr. Irving, 
at the lower left hand corner, bear to Mr. Irving’s genuine signa- 
ture ? 

A. Itis very like it, but I don’t think the writing above is 
sufficiently like Mr. Irving’s writing for you not to be able to 
recognize the difference. 

Q. This signature is sufficiently like Mr. Irving’s writing to 
deceive any one familiar with his writing ? 

A. It would deceive me. 


Q. Have you ever seen any letter-heads in the office of that 
kind ? 

A. Yes,sir. There is about a ream of it in the lower left 
hand drawer of the desk, in Mr. Irving’s office, which Mr. Perkins 
usually uses when he is in Omaha. 

Q. Does Mr. Irving ever use this letter-head ? 

A. No, sir. 

Is that drawer locked ? 

No, sir. Open. 

Has any one in the office access to it ? 
Every one in the office has access to it. 


Have any of the letters you have seen from Mr. Perkins 
been written on letter-heads of that kind ? 
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A. Yessir. I couldn’t say whether “ Burlington ” is written 
in or printed in. 

Q. How often have you seen Mr. Marquette’s writing ? 

A. Quite frequently. I have frequently copied his writing? 

Q. How'often have you seen him write? 

` A. Fully six.times—perhaps a great many more. 

Q. How long since? l 

A. Some months, now. 

Q. How close a resemblance do the initials there, “ T, M, M,” 


bear to his writing ? 
A. They are very close, I don’t think the “T” is Mr. Mar- 


quette’s. 

Q. What do you say with regard to the“ W. Irving ”— 
whether that resembles his handwriting? 

A. I think it is a little better. 


Mr. Gibson - 


Q. You stated you were on very intimate terms with Flana- 
gan. You were together every day ? 

A. While in the alice I suppose he came to me more than 
any one else. 

Q. You talked of the general matters of the day ? 
. Yes sir. 
Not only connected with the office, but outside business? 
Outside business ? 
Did you and him ever have any conversation with regard 
to the Sial election? a 

A. Quite frequently. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with regard to what 
action the road would take in the Senatorial election ? 

A. No sir; we generally spoke of the other side—the Hitch- 


Opep 


cock side. 
Q. Did Mr. Flanagan ever tell you, or did you know of the 


use of any money by the B. & M. in relation to the election of a 
United States Senator ? 
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A. Nosir. I frequently heard Flanagan say if the B. & M. 
would use money their party could carry any election they wished— 
the people seemed to be more friendly to them than to the other 
side. Flanagan seemed to believe that other railroads were. He 
never said they were. I understood him to say he believed they 
were, 

Q. What railroad company did he refer to in connection with 
this Senatorial election ? 

A. He generally expressed himself against Mr. Hitchcock. 
He seemed to be very bitter against him generally. 

Q. You don’t know, then, of any promise of aid or assist- 
anee your railroad has given in this Senatorial contest? 

A. None whatever. 

Q. Do you know any other corporation that has given aid or 
assistance ? 

A. None whatever: 


re 


T. M. Marquette called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows: 


Mr. Mason: 


Q. Will you look at that paper, which you hold in your hands, 
and state to the Committee whether you ever received such a let- 
ter? (Referring to Letter No 7). 

A. No, sir. I never received such a letter. 

Q. State whether the letters “T. M. M.” on that letter were 
put there by you. 

" A. No, sir, 

Q. State where you first saw that paper, and under -what cir- 
cumstances. 

A. The first time that I ever saw this paper was yesterday, 
when it was given in evidence by R. O. Adams. __ 

Q. Now, will you state to the Committee when you first heard 
of these papers that have been offered, marked No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 
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up to and including 8, and under what circumstances you heard of 
them; what was said to you and ‘what occurred ? 
A. Last Sunday night. 


l Mr. Gibson: 


That testimony is already in evidence. 
Mr, Mason : 


Q. I will withdraw the question, then, I did not know you 
had been before the Committee. You may state if you have paid 
out any money, or authorized any body else to pay out any money, 
or whether the B. & M. Railroad Company, or any of its officers, 
or any agent thereof, have authorized you to pay out any money or 
in any manner, to influence the election of a United States Senator 
in Nebraska, or whether you ever did pay out any? 

A. No. I never was authorized and never did pay out any. 

Q. Did you ever ask, or request, to be authorized to pay out 
any ? f: 
A. No, sir. On the Thursday—this purports to be written 
on the 25th of December—on the Thursday previous to that time 
—I think it was Thursday—either Wednesday or Thursday—I 
think I left here on Tuesday ; that would land me in Chicago on 
Wednesday, and the day following I spent with Mr. Perkins at 
Chicago. 

Q. What day of the month would that be? 

A. The 21st, I think. It is Wednesday or Thursday I was 
there. I had been East, and Mr. Perkins desired to see me. It 
was so that he had to be in Chicago, and so I came home and ar- 
rived here, I think, on Sunday ; then I started back either Monday 
or Tuesday, I wouldn’t say positive which. I saw Mr. Perkins and 
was with him a day anda night. He stated that parties were say- 
ing here that the U. P. Road were spending, or proposed to spend, 


large sums of money to elect Senator Hitchcock, and that several 


persons when he was here, had urged, or that he had heard that 


è 
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persons friendly to the road had urged the necessity of the B. & M. 
using money to counteract the money used by the U. P. Says he, 
How is this?” I told him I didn’t know about it. He then 
said he didn’t see how it could be expected of us to spend any 
money. He mentioned, among other things, that, if we were forced 
into politics, and pro rata made an issue between the two Companies, 
they are able to spend a great deal more money than we are; hence, 
if it is forced through we are beat any way. He said he thought it 
was wrong anyway, and the conclusion was to spend no money. 
He said we couldn’t afford it, and that the road had not, as yet, 
been able to pay a dividend. : 

Q. Did youhave this letter in your possesion? (referring to 
letter No. 7.) 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Examine the body of the letter and the signature of 
Perkins. Have you seen Mr. Perkins write? 

A. Yes, sir, I have, very frequently. 

Q. Do you know his signature? 

A. Yes, sir, I do, as well as any other man’s. 

Q. Will you state whether, in your judgment, the signature to 
the paper you hold in your hand, marked 7, is the genuine signature 
of C. E. Perkins, or forged ? 

A. I should say it is forged. I should say it is not his signa- 
ture. 

Q. Now as to the body of the letter itself; can you give any 
information as to whose hand writing that is in? 

A. I believe that isin Mr. Flanagan’s hand writing, but my 
evidence on that aint worth as much as the others. 

Q. Look at the right hand lower corner of that letter, and 
examine the endorsement and the signatures carefully. Are you 
acquainted with the hand writing and signature of Wm. Irving? 

A. Yes, sir, I am. 

Q. Have you seen him write? 

A. Yes, sir, very often. 
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Q. What do you say as to that endorsement in the lower left 
hand corner. Is it inhis hand writing? 

A. Ishould say not. 

Q. As to the signature of “ Wm. Irving,” in the lower right 
hand corner? 

A. No, sir, I think not. 

Q. Let mecall your attention tothe “ Wm. Irving” and the 
letters “ T. M. M.” Tell the Committee first, is that your hand 
writing ? 

A. No, sir, it is not. I never wrote that. 

Q. Do you think that “Wm. Irving” was put there—do you 
know who wrote it? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. You stated to me you never received that letter? 

A. Inever received it and never saw it until I saw it here 
yesterday. 

Q. I take up paper ENG: 6. Examine that carefully, and I 
will then ask you a question or two in regard to it. 

A. I examined that carefully yesterday. 

Q. You have stated to me that you are acquainted with the 
hand-writing of Wm. Irving, and had seen him write. Is the 
signature to that letter his genuine signature or not? 

A. I should say not. 

Q. The body of that letter, is that in his hand-writing ? 

A. I should say not. 


Mr. Doane: 
It don’t profess to be. 
Mr. Mason: 


Q. Have you any distinct opinion as to whose hand-writing it 
is—do you know whose handwriting that is? 

A. Well, I think I do. It is Flanagan’s, but I am not so 
familiar with his handwriting as I am with Mr. Perkins’ and Mr, 
Irving’s. I wish to make a statement here. I gave the conversa- 


a 
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tion with Mr. Hitchcock in substance. Afterwards he came upon 


the stand, and I now more fully recollect it. In other words, he * 


mentioned some things he said to me, but he didn’t give the reply. 
I would like to speak about that. He mentioned there that he 
stated to me that the B. & M. Railroad, in substance, was election- 


eering against him. I told him he was mistaken as to that; that I° 


had requested there should not be an employe of the railroad come 
here if it could be helped, during the Legislature. Mr. Irving was 
down here on business, and I told him to keep away if he could. I 
told him I have not spoken to a member unless they came to me. 
He said that it was known that we stood in his way, and instanced 


‘ a Mr. Jury, and said that he would vote for him if it wasn’t for 


me. I says, ““I don’t know Jury ; I never spoke to him and never 
saw him.” Itold him he was mistaken. He said I agreed, in that 
conversation, to stop my opposition to him. This is what passed in 
reference to that: After he had spoken, I got up and said, “ This 
is personal to myself.” He said, “ If you will withdraw your oppo- 
sition, and turn around and support me”—he said he had letters 
and papers there which would ruin our company, but said, “If you 
will stop your opposition, these would all be withdrawn and nobody 
will ever know it.” I told him, “ This is personal, but I am not 


‘to be scared into this. You can do your worst.” J spoke in rather 


an excited manner, stepping up towards him. He said, “ You 
mistake me. This is nothing personal ; there is nothing in the let- 
ter that effects you personally at all. It affects your road; you are 
attorney for the road, and you are sharp enough to know what you 
had better do.” I thought then I had better not at least make an 
open rupture until I found out how this plot was hatched up. 
When he said again, “What will you do about this? said I, “I will 
think about it.” I went out, and he camé over early in the morn- 
ing, and I told him then I would do nothing until I knew every- 
thing that was about it. I never intended to accede to his propo- 
sition. I said this more to get time to understand what the plot 
was, if I could. In other words, I thought if I told him at once I 
proposed to fight, he would proceed at once to cover up and I 
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couldn’t find out the plot. I telegraphed to Mr. Irving for that 
purpose, but I believe the storm prevented his getting my telegram; 
but he started without getting it, after receiving this letter from 
Flanagan—at least, he came down. 


4 


By Mr. Mason: 


Q Do you know any other matter or thing connected with 
this transaction, or of any undue influence ? 

A.’ I see in the affidavit it states that I, and I think Mr. Irv- 
ing and Rosewater, met in some office—Mr. Irving’s office. That 
is untrue. I never had a conference with Rosewater in the world, 
where anything was said about his having been paid, nor where I 
ever agreed to pay him a dollar for the B. & M. Company, Will 
you read it? 


Mr. Mason read as follows from a printed copy of Flanagan’s 
affidavit : 


On Sunday, Nov. 5, 1876, a meeting took place between 
Edward Rosewater, T. M. Marquette, and Wm. Irving, at the office 
of the latter person in Omaha, corner 13th and Farnham streets. 
This interview took place in my presence and was held for the 
purpose of perfecting an understanding, and making a definite 
agreement between said Rosewater and the B. & M. R. R. in Neb. 
For Rosewater’s influence, as exerted through his newspaper, it was 
agreed to pay him two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars for past 
services, and it was also agreed to pay my bill forshort-hand reports 
and literary services rendered to said Rosewater, and which bill 
amounted to $159. Besidesthis amount in cash down, said Rose- 
water was promised as from November 1st, and to extend over and 
continue for six months, the sum of $100 per month, the considera- 
tion being that he should support persistently the policy of the 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad in Nebraska, and any candi- 


' dates or measures put forward by said Railroad. It was also agreed 


that the wires of the B. & M. R. R. in Nebraska should be free to 
said Rosewater, and the proof is that Rosewater is using them almost 
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daily for his leading articles, which he telegraphs from Lincoln to 
Omaha “ free,” 

‘ At the said meeting previously referred to, William Irving 
gave T. M. Marquette authority to pay $100 in cash down to the 
editor of the Globe, published at Lincoln, Nebraska, a daily news- 
paper, Marquette to charge the same, and a subsequent salary of $75 
per month, which he is paying said editor, as from Nov. Ist, 1876, 
as “ incidental expenses,” in his monthly, account of expenses payable 
by the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad.” 


Mr, Mason: 


Q. Now state if there is any truth in any part of this state- 
ment? 

A. Thereis no truth in any of it—there is only one thing I 
don’t know, and that is the part about his using the wires. I don’t 
know anything about that part. There was nothing ever said in my 
presence about it. The conversation referred to there is totally false. 
I never had any such conversation. 

Q. - Did you ever receive $100 to pay to the Globe? 

A. No, sir. - i 

Q. Ever receive $75 a month to pay it? 

A. No, sir. . 

Q. Ever authorize any one to pay it for you? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Ever hear anything about Rosewater receiving that, or the 
editor of the Globe? 

A. No, sir. I will state here, I:never made a monthly ac- 
count to the Company, and never made an account that had “ inci- 
dental expenses ” in it. 


JAMES'G. TAYLOR called, sworft and examined, testified as 
follows : 


Mr. Doane: 


Q. Where are you employed ? 
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A. I am Assistant Treasurer of the B. & M. Railroad, in 


Q. Did you ever see that letter before—No. 7? 

A. Inever did, except in the Committee room, yesterday. 

Q. State whether the initials, “J. G, T.” are your initials, 

A. No, sir, nothing like it. Hereis my initials, which I put 
in the corner of Vouchers and Land Contracts. (Showing his manner 
of writing his initials.) That is in the form of a monogram, 

Q. Do you ever write your initials as a monogram ? 

A. No, sir. I never do. 

Q. Do you know anything about these figures, 1, 2, 4, 7? 
(Indicating on the letter). 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the account books of the B. 
& M. Railroad, keeping an account of the disbursements on account 
of the order to Mr. Marquette, to draw drafts in favor of Sander- 
son and Banks in the Senatorial contest? 

A. No, sir, I donot. There are but two kinds of drafts we 
pay, one is Station drafts to other roads and the rest are drafts in 
favor of foreign roads. We never pay any except upon the order 
of Mr. Touzalin, Mr. Perkins or Mr. Irving. 

Q. Has Mr. Marquette ever drawn upon you ? 

A. Nothing, except for fire claims, and for one voucher in 
favor of the State Journal Company, in printing an argument I 
think. I wouldn’t like to have a draft go to protest without in- 
quiry. 

Q. You state positively there is no account in the books of 
your Company in your possession, keeping an account of the 
money paid to Mr. Marquette in the Senatorial contest? 

A. WNo,sir. In relation to this fire claim,. Judge Lake gave 
a decision against us in a big fire, and Mr. Perkins authorized me 
to pay it on the draft of Mr. Marquette. It was for $2,500, and I 
drew a portion of it myself, and Mr? Marquette drew the rest him- 


self. 
Q. Aside from these surroundings on the letter here, would 


you be able to distinguish in whose writing this “J. G. T.” is? 
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A. Ishould say Mr. Flanagan’s. Theresig but one man in 
the office, that is, in the Land Department, who makes monograms 
like this. These are the only two Ihave ever seen doit. ~~ 


Cross-examination by Mr. Marquette: 


Q. You are acquainted with my handwriting ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Do you think I made these initials, “ T. M. M.” 

A. No sir. 

Q. How about that “ W, Irving?” 

A. That is in the same hand, I should think. 

Q. Mr. Irving’s handwriting? 

A. Nosir. 

Q. Now about that signature of Mr. Perkins? 

A. That would not deceive me. „The“ c” and “e”in Per- 


kins’ signature are too good. 
£ 


Mr, Mason. 


Q. State whether in your judgment Perkins’ signature in 
that letter, No. 7, is genuine? 

A. No sir, I am certain it is not, as faras I can be. Here is 
a letter I received from Mr. Perkins. You will notice that the “ec” 
and “e” there are large at the bottom and stubby at the top. 


Here the Committee adjourned until 9 a. M. to-morrow. 


LINcoLsN, NEB., January 19, 1877. 


The Committe met at 9 A. M. 


All the members present, as were also Mr. Marquette, Mr. 
Mason, his counsel, and Mr. Doane, counsel for Mr. Hitchcock. 


rome PO 
mgt Rp es ee 
sist A is 


h 


Mi 
eng 
Parte 


% 
wi gaen d aard 
Ye 


© 


een 


? 
a 
> 


4 
< 


MATI BE L ‘eck 


+ we a a 
ERD pie Gal Miata hol SAS 


A 
ar oa 
paar) 


ana a 


was hd 
Dort + > 


nith tebe Fao TF Rte te 


Te 


Ce ee 


110 REPCRT OF THE 
J. W. Morsx, called, sworn and examined, testified as follows? 
The Chairman : 


Q. What has been your business for the ae three or four 
years ? 

A. Ihave been the general agent for the E Burling- 
ton and Quiney and the B, & M. Railroads for seven years, up to 
the 1st of November. 

Q. Have you had, in that capacity, correspondence with Mr, 
Perkins. 

A. Iwas in constant correspondence with Mr. Perkins during 
that time. 


By Mr, Marquette - 


Q. Look at that letter and give us your opinion whether that 
is Mr. Perkins’ signature or not? (Handing witness No. 7.) 

A. I should say it was not, most decidedly. _ 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Irving’s writing? 

A. Yes sir, I have been familiar with his handwriting for a 
number of years. 

Q: You may state whether this designated here in pencil is 
Mr. Irving’s signature nor not? 

A. I should think it is not. It is a very close imitation, 
however—better than the imitation of Mr. Perkins. 

Q. Are you acquainted with T. M. Marquette’s writing? 

A. No sir, Lam not. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the bano wmitiig of Mr. Per- 
kins’ clerk ? 

A. Yes sir—not very familiar—but I have received some let- 
ters myself in his handwriting. 

Q. Look at the body of that letter and say whether or not, 
in your opinion, that is in the handwriting of Mr. Perkins’ clerk— 
what is his name? 

A. Idon’t remember. He has two or three. I don’t know 
really which one writes his letters. I only know I have had letters 
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written by his clerk, and sent by him. I should say the handwrit- 
ing in the body of that letter is not the same as that written by him 
to me—not the same that I have been familiar with, 

Q. Are you acquainted with J. G, Taylor’s writing ? ? 

A. Nosir, not familiarly acquainted. 


| No cross-examination. | 


q 


GEoRGE B. Harris, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows : 


Mr Marquette: 


Q. Mr. Harris, what is your business now ? 


A. Iam secretary of the South Platte Land Company. 

Q. Do you ever see the handwriting of Mr. Perkins? 

A. Yes sir, quite frequently. 

Q. Ever see him write any ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. You know his handwriting, do you? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Examine the signature to that letter (handing witness letier 


No. 7) and say whether it is the genuine signature of ©., E. Per- 
kins? 

A. I should say that it is not a genuine signature—that it is 
not written by him. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of Mr. Irving? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Examine the signature there of Mr. Irving, in pencil, and 
state whether or not, in your opinion, that was written by Mr. Iry- 
ing ? 

A. I should say that it was not. 


Q. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of T. M. Mar- 
quette ? 
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A. Yes sir, as aan as it is re to be. 

Q. You may look at the “ T. M. M.” in that letter No. 7., 
and state if you know in whose handwriting that is? 

A. I don’t know whese writing it is. 

Q. In your opinion, is that signature in the handwriting of 
T. M. Marquette ? 

A. No,sir, It is not, undoubtedly, to my mind. 

Q. The W. Irving” and the “T. M. M. a are they in the 
same handwriting ? 

A. Iam acquainted with the person who wrote e ttle body of 
the letter, and I should say the whole thing is the same hand- 
writing. i 

Q. Who was that writer? 

A. Eshould say it was Mr. Flanagan, who was formerly 5 
clerk in Mr. Irving’s office in Omaha. I could swear positively 
the body of the letter is in his handwriting. I should also say that 
the similarity is very plain—that the pencil writing signed “W, 
Irving” was also by Mr. Flanagan, and likely the “ T. M. M.,” 
but not so positive as that the body of the letter and the OW. 
_ Irving” are. 


By Mr. Moore: 


Q. You are well acquainted with Mr. Flanagan’s hand- 
writing? 

A. Yes, sir. I frequently receive leiters from Mr. Irving, 
the body of which are in the hand-writing of Mr. Flanagan. 


kd 


Mr. Gibson: 


Q. You state that is in the handwriting of Mr. Flanagan, 
almost positively. What means have you of knowing that Mr. 
Flanagan ever wrote any of Mr. Irving’s letters? 

A. Ihave been in the office and seen him write letters, then 
to be takea to Mr. Irving’s desk for Mr. Irving to attach his 
signature. 
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Q. Are you in Mr. Irving’s office? 

A. No, sir. Iam Secretary of the South Platte Land Com- 
pany, which owns lots at the stations along the road. I bave a 
desk in the company’s office here, and have frequently been in Mr. 
Irving’s officein Omaha. Lately most ot the letters I have received 
from Mr. Irving have been in this hand and signed by Mr. Irving. 
Some of the clerks there I am not acquainted with. Mr. Taylor 
and his clerks I know. 

Q. I would like to have you look at this copy press letter, 
No. 3, and state whose signature that is ? 

A. Ishould say that is Mr. Irving’s genuine signature. I am 
acquainted with his signature. 


Mr, Marquette: 


Q. Whose signature is that to this paper, No. 6? 
A. This letter is in the handwriting of Mr. J. D. Flanagan. 


The Chairman : 


Q. By what characteristics can you testify it is Mr. Flanagan’s 
‘writing ? 

A. He had different hands, sometimes writing with the letters 
straight up and down, and at other times more slanting, and he had 
different characteristics. One, for instance, was in the “ Dear Sir,” 
commencing with the up stroke to the * D” and he would connect 
the two words, This quirk to the “ E” in the © Esq.” is his. 


Mr. Mason: 


Q. You stated you are acquainted with Mr. Irving’s writing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether that is his signature to that pass? ( Haud- 
ing witness the pass in favor of Flanagan.) 

A. I don’t believe he ever signed that pass. The“ W?” isa 
little too smooth—rather smoother than he very often makes it. 
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Q. That paper you have in your hand is what number? 
A. No.5, in brackets on the top. It isa pass from Irving to 
J. W. Flanagan. 

Q. State any specific reasons, beyond what you have stated, 
why, you believe that is Mr. Flanagan’s writing. 

A. The body of the pass is in Mr. Flanagan’s writing, and 
the signature is more like Flanagan’s than Irving’s. 

Q. You are not now in the employ of the B. & M. Railroad 
Company ? l 

A. No, sir, and have not been since the 21st of December, 
1875. 

Q. You have no means of knowing anything about their 
financial arrangements? 

A. No, sir, no personal knowledge. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Doane : 


Q. What are you now engaged in? 

A. Secretary of the South Platte Land Company, which 
owns the town lots of the Stations on the B. & M. Road. 

Q. That is, a Company that has charge of the lands on the 
line that have been granted the B. & M. Railroad ? 

A. No, sir, they have none of the lands that belong, or ever 
belonged, to the B. & M. Company. Their property is almost ex- 


clusively town property. 
Q. Are they not town sites laid out by the B. & M. Com- 


any ? 

i A. No, sir, by the South Platte Land Company, or original- 
ly, by the Eastern Land Association, 

Q. Has it no connection with tbe B. & M. Railroad at all? 

A. No, sir, other than Mr. Perkins is President of the South 
Platte Land Company. There is no money or other connection be- 
tween the two, except it may be there isa common interest both 
have in building up towns along the line ot the road. 

Q. You don’t draw any part of your salary from the Rail- 
road Company ? 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Whereis your office? 
A. At Lincoln. 
Q. You have seen Mr. Perkins’ writing ? 
A. Yes, sir. I have seen his writing frequently in the last 
five years. I think there is no doubt but what I could tell Mr 
Perkins’ writing under any circumstances, 

Q. Could you do that from the writing you have seen him do? 

A. From his signature and from writing I have overlooked 
while he was making it. He has signed deeds in my presence— 
deeds that I have also signed, many of them, and also signed other 
papers where it would be impossible for me to be mistaken. 

Q. What did you state in regard to that signature? (Hand- 
ing witness letter No. 7.) i 

A. That I didn’t believe it to bethe hand writing of Mr. 
Perkins, and that I believed it to be by some other person. Usually 
when he writes he doesn’t make this style of a “C,” although he 
does sometimes. The “ C” and “ E” very often are closer together, 
and the “s” at the end of the name is different, There isa larger 
loop, I think, at the lap of the “‘s” than his ordinary “ s.” 

Q. You say he sometimes uses this kind of a “ C.” 

A. When he does it appears to me there is a difference between 


that and this “C.” His has more of a square turo. Then in his - 


writing of the “C.” “HE.” and “ P” there is more space in this 
letter than he usually has. 

Q. Does he connect the three without raising the pen ? 

A. Very frequently. Ican’t say that is an absolute rule. 

Q. Have you ever seen it otherwise? a 


A. Yes, sir, I think Ihave. Ithink that is his ordinary 
custom. 


Q. What difference do you see in the “E?” 

A. I think there is a larger loop and that the points in his 
“E” area little sharper. In most all of his letters, in his signature 
the “ E.” is run out more on a square point. f 

Q. Haye you ever seen letters written by him where the body 
of the letter was written in another hand, Irom Burlington ? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know who his private secretary or clerk is? 

A. Iknow the name. I am not acquainted with the party, 
One party who sometimes writes letters for him I know, but there 
are two others who sometimes write letters. I know the name ot 
one party is Mr. Howland. Another is Col. Scott. He rarely 
writes for Mr. Perkins. He is away a good deal. There is another 


‘party I am not acquainted with. 


Q. Have you ever seen the writing ot these? 
- <A. Thaveseen Col. Scott write. 

Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the writing of these 
clerks to be able to distinguish between them? 

A. Yes,sir. I know Mr. Howland’s writing, and am also 
acquainted with Col. Scott’s. I know the restisdone by the other 
clerk. 

Q., That you are sure of? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know the custom of the B. & M. after the drawing 
of money by any other person than the regularly authorized person, 
in regard to placing these orders on file? 

A. No, sir, I never was in the office at Omaha, except as an 
occasional visitor. 

Q. I understood you to say this handwriting on the pass om 
would consider Mr. Irving’s ? 

A. No, sir, I would not consider itso. The * Irving” is very 
correct, but the “ William ” is not correct, or exact. 

Q. What do you say in regard to this letter-press copy ? 

A. I said I believe the signature to be the genuine signature 
of Wm. Irving. I didn’t make any statement in regard to the 


balance. 
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JUDGE Grorer B. LAKE, called, sworn and examined, 
testified as follows: 


By Mr. Mason: 


Q. What ie your name, and what position do you hold in the 
State? 

A. George B. Lake, Chief Justice of the State. 

Q. Are you acquainted with’ the handwriting of T. M, 
Marquette? 

A. Tam, and have been for ten years and over. 

Q. Have you seen him writ? 

A. Ihave seen him write, and have seen a great deal of his 
writing during that time. i 

Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with it to form an opinion 
as to the genuineness of his signature ? 


A. I think Iam. 


Q. Will you look at the paper I now hand you, marked No. _ 


7, at the words “ Wm. Irving ” and “T. M. M.,” and examine them 
carefully, and I will ask yon a question. Have you so examined 
them ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Are the words to which I called your attention, ‘‘ Wm. 
Irving and T, M. M.,” in the handwriting of T. M. Marquette? 

A. Ihave no doubt whatever that they are not. 


[No cross-examination. 


CLINTON Bria@s, called, sworn and examined, testified as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. Mason : 


Q. Will you state your occupation ? 
A. Attorney at law. ` 
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ms 


Q. How long have you resided in Nebraska ? 

A. Twenty years. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of T. M. Mar- 
quette ? 

‘A. I will state that I have seen Mr. Marquette’s handwriting 
for the last 19 years more or less. 

Q. Have you seen him write? 

A. Yes sir, I have seen him write ? 

Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with it to form a correct 
opinion in your own mind as to the genuineness of his handwriting? 

A. Ithink Iam. 

Q. Look at the paper I now hand you, marked No. 7, look at 
the words “ Wm. Irving ” and “ T. M. M.,” examine them carefully, 
and when you have done so I will ask you a question. Have you 
so examined them ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Are those words in the handwriting of T. M. Marquette? 

A. I am pretty certain they are not. It is a better hand- 
writing than Mr. Marquette writes. I can see little if anyresemblance 
between this handwriting and Mr. Marquette’s. 

Q. I will call your attention, Judge Briggs, to the signature 
of “ C. E. Perkins” on that paper—do you know the signature of 
C. E. Perkins? 

A. Yessir, I have seen Mr. Perkins’ writing and his signature 
for the last three or four years, more or less. 

Q. Examine that signature carefully, and when you have done 
so state to the Committee whether, in your opinion, that is his 
genuine signature ? 

A. I may state that I am not an expert in the comparison of 
handwriting. I would not swear positively this was not the hand- 
writing of Mr. Perkins, but from my recollection of hig handwriting 
—I have not seen him write for a year—it is my opinion it is not 
his handwriting. 
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Cross-examination by Mr. Doane: 


Q. If you had seen that signature of Mr. Perkins, inthat 
letter, or any other letter, the genuineness of which had not been 
challenged, would you have had any doubt about its being his sig- 
nature ? : 

A. If it had come to me in the ordinary course of corres- 
pondence, or business, without anything to excite my suspicion, I 
don’t think I would have pronounced it forged. 

Q. If this letter had come to you purporting to bea letter 
from Mr. Perkins, without anything to excite your suspicions, 
would you, upon examination, have pronounced it forged ? 

A. I would not upon a careless examination: of it, but a 
critical examination of it, with my suspicions aroused, it would 
have called my attention to the letter “K,” for instance, in the 
word “ Perkins,” and in his writing, the letter “ E” and the letter 
“S” are different, in my judgment. 

Q. In what respect do you think the letter “ E” differs from 
this? 

A. Itis my impression that the upper stroke is larger and 
heavier than Mr. Perkins’ makes, 

Q. See this piece of paper on which his name is written, de 
you find that difference exists? (handing witness a piece of paper). 

A. There isa difference. It is not as much as I supposed. 

Q. State, whether or not, the initials, “ T. M. M., in the 
lett hand lower corner, are a close resemblance, or otherwise, to the 
writing of Mr. Marquette. 

A. I think it is not a very good resemblance, because Mr, 
Marquette would not write as uniform as that appears to be. 

Q. In the formation of the letters, what do you say about 
that ? 

A. I think he makes his “M” according tu his general 
formation. This is much better writing than I ever knew my 
friend to indulge in. 

Q. How about the ““T” ? 


wh 


Mw m+ 


aos 


3720 REPORT OF THE 


A. I domt think he can ever make as good a “ T” as that, 
There is a general resemblance, but I think it is more artistically 
done—evidenily done with more thought and care than he usually 
bestows: upon his handwriting. I would like to make a remark, jf 
the Committee is willing, more specific than I did the other day. 
I said the other day, in substance, that [ never knew anything in 
regard to Mr. Perkins ordering the Treasurer to pay money on the 
order of Mr. Sanderson or Banks, until I heard it from Mr, 
Marquette and others. I wish to explain, that the first intimation 
I had. from Mr. Marquette was on the evening following his inter- 
view with Mr. Hitchcock, as testified to by him. It was Monday 
evening, January 15th, at about 11 o’clock, bofore the Tichenor 
House. I wassent for by Mr. Marquette. It was then my atten- 

“tion was first called to the subject of that letter. I see, in reading 
ever my testimony, I was indefinite as to the time. 

Q. I would like to ask you one question: You have alluded 
to the authority to draw money by Sanderson and Banks, have you 
any knowledge whatever of any cypher or terms to be used by 
-whigh your name was to be designated by another word, in tele- 

` graphing or writing, by Mr. Perkins or any other officer of the 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad ? 

A. Inever had any intimation or surmise that my name had 
ever been cyphered, until the evening above referred to, or that the 
B. & M. had a cypher connected with their business, political or 
otherwise. I was certainly very much surprised when I found it 
was read to Mr. Marquette and others that I had got into cypher, 
that the cypher was “ Banks” and that “ Banks” meant “ Briggs.” 

Q. Did you state in your first examination about any knowl- 
edge you had about authority to use money ? 

A. I said in my prior examination I never had any knowledge 
er intimation that any money wis to be advanced by the B. & M. 
ər any other railroad corporation to me or any one,else in this 
Senatorial contest. I never was so surprised in my life as upon 
hearing of such an imputationupon Governor Saunders and myself, 
that we were to have money from that source or any other. I never 
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had a cent of money from the B. & M. Company or any other to 
aid me in this Senato, ‘al contest, or any other political contest, and 
I never expected any. 


Mr, Mason: 


Q. You stated you never knew until Monday evening that 
the B & M. had any system of cypher to designate your name. 
Have you learned since they had any :eypher to designate your 
name ? 1 

A. No, sir. Except in the papers produced by Mr. Adams. 


| 


mn 


At this point the Chairman announced that the Senate Com- 
mittee was present, and wished to sit during the remainder of the 
investigation with the House Committee, which was agreed to. 


JUDE SAMUEL MAXWELL, called, sworn and examined, 
testified as follows: 


Mr. Mason: 


Q. State your name, where you reside, and how long you have 
resided here? ; 

A. My name is Samuel Maxwell. I reside in n Nebraska, and 
have lived here nearly 21 years. ç 

Q. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of T. M. 
Marquette ? 
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A. Yes, sir, we practiced law together—that is in opposition, I 
on one side generally, and he on the other. I think I am familiar 
with his handwriting—I know I am. 

Q. How long have you been familiar with it? 

A. Ihave known Mr. Marquette about 19 years. 

Q. Take ‘this paper I now hand you, numbered 7 at the top, 
and examine the words “ W. Irving ” and T. M. M.” on the 
margin ? 

A. Tam not acquainted with Mr. Irving’s signature. These 
initials you have referred to? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. They look to me to be the same hand as these initials, and 
I would say it is not Mr. Marquette’s, 

Q. How about the “ W. Irving?” 

A. It looks to me like the same hand. Iam not acquainted 
with his writing. 

Q. Can yon say the “ W. Irving” is not written in the same 
writing as Mr. Marquette’s? 

A. No, sir, it is not his handwriting, I am confident. I 
think T have been familiar with his signature for a long time. It 
is written a little better I think than Mr. Marquette can write. 

Q. You have often seen him write? 

A. Yes, sir, seen him write and examined papers he has 
written. Iam quite familiar with his handwriting. 


Cross-Examination by Mr Doane. 


Q. Judge, does it bear a resemblance to his writing? 

A. It does not, I think. In writing there is an expression 
you can detect. That expression is wanting here. It is not his 
signature, I am confident of that. 

Q. Iam only asking you now inregard to the similarity there 
in the formation of the letters? 

A. There is an attempt, I would say, to imitate, but it is an 
imitation, as yon may see. It is written a little better. than he isin 
the habit of writing. It is a fair attempt at imitation. 
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Q. What do you say to the “ W. Irving?” Does that resem- 
ble his handwriting ? 
= <A. I think not. There is a peculiarity about Marquette’s 
handwriting. There is more resemblance at the close of the “M?s.” 
Marquette runs his letters out at the close. 


Q. How about the “ W?” Is that like his? : 

A. Itisa kind of attempt—it is not like his. I think nobody 
who has seen Marquette’s writing could be mistaken as to his 
writing. 

Mr. Mason: 


I have no other witness in attendance, but I have several 
others, among them Mr. Perkins. We want to produce further 
testimony, but cannot say definitely when our witnesses will be here. 


Mr. Colby: 


I move that the reporters of the two committees be instructed 
to exchange copies of the testimony heretofore taken separately. 
Agreed to. 


Mr. Howe: at 


I move the committee now adjourn until a week from next 
Tuesday, at 2 P. M. Agreed to, and the committee thereupon 
adjourned. 


EXHIBIT “A.” 


LincoLn, NEB., January 30, 1877. 
The Senate and House Investigating Committees met in joint 
session, in pursuance to adjournment, in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, at 2 p.m. All the members present, 
and also Mr. Marquette and Mr. Brown, the latter as counsel for 
Mr. Hitchcock. 


” gover. 
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Before proceeding with the examination of witnesses, the com- 
mittee had an informal discussion as to the range the examination 
was to be allowed to take, which resulted in a conclusion to allow 
the matter to remain undecided for the present. 


Joon C. Cows, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows: 


The Witness : 


I don’t know whether the resolutions in the House and Senate 
are similar in general import or not (the House-resolution having 
previously been read to the witness,) but if this investigation has as 
its subject matter any connection of the Burlington & Missouri 
River Railroad Company in Nebraska, or any other railroad com- 
pany, I have only this to say: That I never spoke to an officer or 
any person connected with the Burlington & Missouri River Rail- 
road in my life to my knowledge, except Mr. Marquette, and I never 
spoke to him about the Senatorship, directly or indirectly. I never 
knew Mr. Irving until after this Senatorial contest, to speak to him, 
and I never spoke to Mr. Irving in my life, to my knowledge, not 
even to bid him the time of day, until after this Senatorial contest 
was over. I never had any connection, directly or indirectly, by 
myself or through other persons, that to my knowledge, was con- 
nected with that corporation. 


Mr. Gibson. , 


Q. I would suggest that the witness, instead of telling what 
he don’t know, he tell us what he does know, if anything ? 

A. The first I ever heard of this was information I received 
from Senator Howe, that my name was mentioned in some papers 
that were being investigated under the head of “the key.” 
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Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Is that Mr. Cowin’s name mentioned in connection with 
the papers ? 


x 


Mr. Brown - 


A. Yes, as“ Mr. Thompson.” i 


The Witness: 


If this is not directly responsive to the inquiry in the resolu- 
tion, I thought it was nothing more than fair for the Committee to 
allow me to make a statement. I may add to this that after the 
State convention in the fall, in a speech I made in the Academy of 
Music, at Omaha, I denounced in emphatic terms the Crounse 
pro rata bill, and I have thought that neither the B. & M., or any 
other railroad company, had any particular sympathy with my 
political advancement. 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. I would like to call the attention of the witness to one 
thing: Whether you know anything of the sum of $500, or any 
other sum, sent to Burlington for the purpose of electing any 
particular class or party of men to the Legislature ? 

A. Ido not. I never heard of it, unless I read it in the 
papers, until you announced it, and I will add this further: Nor 
do I know of their spending a single dollar in any locality. I 


-never was in the B. & M. office in my life, 


Q. You never received any money yourself to forward, in 
any shape or form? 

A. I did not. I don’t think I would be chosen as their 
agent for anything of that kind. 
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Mr, Anyan: 


Q. Have you any knowledge of the subject matter of thig 
paper, purporting to be from the B. & M., allowing Mr. Briggs and 
Saunders to draw money ? 

A. Nothing whatever. J never had any knowledge of it 
whatever, until the matter was announced from here. 


Mr, Hinman: 
z 

Q. To make your answer more full, you may state whether 
or not you know of any Railroad Company, person or corporation, 
using any money to corruptly influence the election of a United 
States Senator, during the session of the Legislature ? 

A. Ido not, except by hearsay. 

Q. Do you know of any evidence that can be reached by the 
Committee, to the effect that any money has been used by any Com- 
pany, person or corporation, for the purpose of corruptly influencing 
the vote of the Legislature ? 

A. I do not know that I have. I certainly know of none 
directly. If I were investigating a matter of this kind, I possibly 
might have an idea of certain persons I might examine, but noi 
_ knowing that they know anything about it, that is simply hearsay. 
It would probably be establishing a dangerous precedent to name 
them, knowing nothing more about it than that. 

Q. Have you received any information from any person, or 
source, that you consider reliable to the effect that any money had 
been used ? 

A. I think I have not. 

Q. Iwould ask if you know of any money being used cor- 
‘rupty to influence the election of any member of the Legislature, 
or to nominate him, by any company or corporation? ` 

A. Ido not, either corruptly or “uncorruptly.” 

Q. Do you directly, or indirectly ? : 

A. Nosir. I wanted to make my answer full. There might 
be a difference of opinion as to what was the corrupt use of money. 


Oy 
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T. H. TIBBLES, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows: 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. Ihave been informed that Mr. Tibbles knew Flanagan, 
and knew something about these papers—something about the 
contents. of these papers, or some of them. I appear solely for Mr. 
Hitchcock, and I desire he may be exonerated or condemned as the 
evidence may show. (To the witness:) ‘I would ask if you knew 
Mr. J. D. Flanagan ? 

A. I didn’t know bis initials. I knew Flanagan. He wasa 
clerk or secretary at the B. & M. office, down there. 


By Mr. Brown: 


I would state that the questions I want to-ask Mr. Tibbles are 
not so much to prove the genuineness of any paper as to prove that 
Flanagan made a statement as to their genuineness, to establish the 
fact that when Mr. Hitchcock obtained the papers, he believed they 
were genuine. (To the witness:) Do you know anything of the 
statement in these papers? 

A. Yes, sir. I read them in the papers. 

Q. I want to know what, if anything, you ever heard Mr. 
Flanagan say in regard to the contents of these papers—when he 
said it, and whatit was. Just state-it in your own language? 


By Mr. Marquette : 


If the Committee please, a good many things ean be proven by 
hearsay. This would not be lawful evidence in any court or before 
any tribunal. We have Flanagan’s affidavit made in thiscase, If 
you were to branch out now and take as evidence what everybody 
has said—in other words, if witnesses are to come here and tell 
what persons have told them, it would not amount to anything. I 
presume that Mr. Hitchcock believed the papers were as Flanagan 
stated, until other evidence showed different. 
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By Mr. Brown: 


It is not for the purpose of establishing the genuineness of 
these papers that I ask this, but the inquiry before this Committee 
concerns the character of prominent candidates for the United 
States Senate: It is for the sole and only purpose of showing that 
Flanagan made these statements long before he placed them in his 
affidavit, showing it was no corruption on the part of Mr. Hitchcock 
that he procured these papers. It is not for the purpose of casting 
any reflection on the B. & M. Road, or anybody. 


By Mr. Howe: 


I would suggest that this witness go on and tell what he knows 
with regard to these papers, and when we wish to object we will 
do so. 


By Mr. Marquette: 


Governor Saunders has rights, Mr. Briggs has rights, and 


probably I may have, although I am here as the attorney of a 


“bloody corporation,” but to prove that Flanagan said these papers 
were genuine, is testimony that would not be admitted any where 
else. Why admit it here? The character of these individuals is 


sacred, 
Mr. Hinman: 


My idea of this evidence is, it is only for the one purpose— 
that is, to show the circumstances, to indicate that Mr. Hitchcock 
did not get this party to make up forged papers. If it is for that 
purpose only, I don’t object. 


Mr. Marquette: 


If that is put down in the record, I will withdraw my objec- 
tion. 
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Mr. Colby; 
It seems to me the testimony should go in. It is made a part 


of the duty of the committee to take testimony as to Mr. Hitch- 
cock’s complicity with these forged papers, if they are forged. 


The Witness: 


It is.a very unpleasant thing for me to appear here. I would 
not have done it if I could have got out of it. If the committee 
will let me, I wish to tell just what I know about this whole thing. 
To do that, I will have fo commence back some distance. 


Mr. Colby : 


We don’t care to know what induced that communication of - 


Flanagan’s. 


The Witness : 


I am a journalist, and work for the paper that pays me for 
what I write and I hold myself responsible for it when I publish it 
over my signature. I was working for the Bee at the time this 
canvas commenced, and being a natural born reporter—working at 
the business for fifteen or sixteen years—1 couldn’t help hearing a, 
good deal, perhaps more than people thought I did. The cam- 
paign opened with a platform of pro rata, which, personally, I am 
in favor of. I was sent by Rosewater to go and see Judge Lake, 
and get him to go to Fremont and take part in that Convention, to 
use what influence I could to get him todo so. I went and saw 
Judge Lake, but he absolutely refused to go. He said he would 
not meddle with politics and hadn’t authorized his name to be used 
in the ward campaign. The next order I had was to go and see 
Judge Briggs and impress upon his mind the absolute necessity of 
his furnishing some funds to use in the campaign. I had an inter- 
view with Judge Briggs at his house. He said it was necessary to 
furnish money to run a campaign and he was willing to bear his 
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share of the expense in paying for carriage hire, and his share of 
the printing, and that sort of thing, but would not give a cent for 
unfair purposes, in order to secure his election. I went back and 
told Rosewater about the result of my interview, and he didn’t 
seem to like it. Next he sent me to see Governor Saunders, who 
, Said he was a poor man and didn’t see how he could furnish money. 
"He then said he had a trade on hand to see some land, and if he 
sold it he would furnish his share of the money to carry on the 
campaign. Then I went to see General Manderson. ‘He didn’t 
seem to think there was any money required. The next thing that 
turned up was Mr. Sweet, of this city, who came up there to secure 
means to buy the Globe. Mr. Rosewater sent me out again to see 
Briggs and Saunders and Manderson and impress upon their minds 
the necessity of buying the Globe. Manderson was indignant; 
said it was an outrage, and he would have nothing to do with it, 
and Rosewater thought Manderson was a natural born political 


fool. 
Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Did he say so? 

A. Yessir, Then Isaw Judge Briggs. He said he saw the 
necessity of having a paper here in the city, and he would see what 
they would do about it. And he came down there and held three 
or four consultations about it, and finally agreed to furnish some 
money—$500, I think—to buy a press or pay off a mortgage, or 
something of that kind, to get control of the Globe. Mr. Sweet 
was there just before he went to come here, and he told him the 
mortgage had been foreclosed, and he could not get control of the 
paper in that way. That was the opening of the campaign. Mr. 
Rosewater was continually talking about money—that he must have 
money to run this campaign. I had several interviews with Gov. 
Saunders and Judge Briggs of about the same purport. I never 
spoke again to Judge Lake on the subject. Two or three days 
before the primaries Mr. Rosewater was very much excited about 
the question, and said it was absolutely necessary to have from three 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 131 


» 


to five thousand dollars to carry that county. He was very anxious 
about it, and spoke frequently about it. The night before the 
primaries he went up town and came back to the office, and said the 
thing was fixed and he was going to get the money, and he seemed 
to be in very high glee over it. That night he asked me to attend 
a ward meeting, in the Fourth Ward, of the anti-Hitehcock politi- 
cians. Sperry was there, and he came to me and asked me what I 
thought about carrying the First Ward. I said we could carry it, 
and he wanted to know how much money I wanted. I said I didn’t 
want any. Then he wanted to know how much we needed down 
there, and I told him I thought $50 wonld be enough—that it 
would be necessary to send a carriage around to get some of the 
working men out to vote, or they wouldn’t vote, He said for me 
to come up to the court house the next morning at 8 o’clock—that 
they were going to hold a meeting there and wanted me there. I 
went up there at eight o'clock, snd he told me to come in the 
Sheriffs room. I went in and sat down a few minutes, and Mr. 
Rosewater and Sperry and several others came in. Mr. Sperry 
went around behind the desk and put something in the drawer, and 
stood there a few minutes and didn’t say anything. Rosewater 
came to me and said he wanted to see me in the hall, and when we 
went out said: “TI thought it would be better for you and all con- 
cerned if you should not know where this money comes from.” I 
didn’t go back, and, after it was over, Mr. Sperry told me he had 
given Mr. Rosewater $350, to be expended in the Third Ward. 
I didn’t see what the amount was. He told me to go and see Mr. 
Rosewater about it. The next morning a couple of men, whom I 


had befriended, came to me and said they would like to help me 
in the election. 


Mr. Gibson- 


Q. What is the name of these men? 

A. I don’t know. They were friends of Mr. Robinson. 
They said they wanted only enough money to pay their day’s wages. 
I told Mr. Rosewater about it, and he told me to have them go to 
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work. Afterwards I went to him to get the pay for their day’s 
work, and he said he had no money for them—that there was no 
use spending money in that Third Ward. I felt rather bad about 
it, for they were poor men, and I told Judge Briggs about it. He. 
took out of his pocket $1.80 I think for each man. That is the 
only money I knew Judge Briggs to spend. I saw one man, J. H. 
Pierce, working in, the Third Ward, and afterwards heard him 
demand pay for his day’s work of Judge Briggs, and Judge Briggs 
afterwards told me he made very extravagant demands upon him, 
which he didn’t pay. After this the anti-men were beat, After 
these occurrentes I thought it was better for me to get out of that. 
I will say that the only money I saw paid for voters was paid by 
Andy Rosewater. I saw him pay three colored men, though I tried 
to get out of the way. They agreed to vote for that side, and he 
gave one $1.50; one, I think, $1.75, and the other $2.25, for voting 
at the primaries held for the State Convention. Two or three days, 
or a short time after this—I didn’t write much for the Bee—then I 
went in and told Mr. Andy Rosewater I would like to square 
accounts and get the few dollars owing me if he would give them 
tome, He did so, and I went out and never went back. I got a 
situation on the Herald then, and was reporting some speeches, and 
went into the Grand Central to write them up. Mr. Flanagan came 
in and looked over my shoulder, and saw I was copying short-hand 
notes. 


Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Give me about the date of this, 
A. It was sometime before the fall election. 


Mr Howe: 


Q. Were these political speeches ? 

‘A. I think they were. I am not certain. I might have 
been reporting the Fair, It was something I was writing out from 
shorthand notes. That was the first time I ever saw him, and; 
being of the same craft—shorthand men—we commenced talking, 
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and I saw him frequently after that. The first time we had any 


conversation pertaining to this question, was the night he delivered - 


a speech in Creighton Hall. I think it was the last speech he 
delivered there. I went in and: stood up against the wall, and 
Flanagan came and stood beside me. His actions were very strange. 
He commenced talking very fast and said the whole of them were 
* on the make,” and were a “set of scoundrels,” or something like 
that. Isaid I reckoned not. He said they were, and that he was 
in a position where \he knew it, and that they were a set of scoun- 
drels. He said they were all making money out of it but him and 
he was going to make some ont of it. He said fellows would come 
in and talk sometimes when they didn’t know there was a short- 
hand man around. I said that was a pretty good thing and he 
might make a sensation out of it, and, being a natural born news- 
paper man, the first thing that occurred to me, I tried to get him 
to tell me something of these things, but he said, “no, he intended 
to make money out of that himself.” Mr. Contant came along and 
I made the remark to Mr. Contant, that I was not on the Bee any 
more. Flanagan said, “you are pretty sharp; you know there is a 
bomb shell going to burst and you want to get out of the way.” I 
said, ‘‘ what do you know about a bomb shell?” and he said, ‘oh, 
there’s one going to burst pretty soon.” Finally he spoke of the 
Republican being connected with the U. P. Railroad Company, and 
he said there was no use making a fuss about that, that the other paper 
was connected with the other railroad. He kept on talking there, 
and thesubstance of the whole thing was that he had heard conversa- 
tions and knew enough about the other side, that he was going to sell 
out and make some money out of it. I met him once or twice after 
that, and every time I would meet him he would refer to my leaving 
the Bee office just in time. When his affidavit came out it didn’t 
surprise me. I wouldn’t tell these things if Mr. Rosewater hadn’t 
come out two or three times and told me to tell all I knew. Other- 
wise, I would rot in jail before I would tell things that come to me 
in confidence. I was down here reporting for the Bee at the State 
Convention. Mr. Rosewater told me to send telegrams. ‘The first 
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I sent by the Western Union, or may be I had just gone to send 
it—at any rate I was on the stairs and met Mr. Rosewater there, 
and he said to me, “ are you sending by the Western Union?” and 
I said, “ Yes.” He said he didn’t want me to send them by the 
Western Union—to send them by the B. & M. line. I said, “the B. 
& M. office is half a mile from here;” but he said, “take them 
there, they don’t charge us.”, I took the telegrams there after each 
vote, after that. The next day I was disgusted to see that each 
telegram had ‘my name signed to it. I had spoken to them about 
that, that I didn’t consider it journalistic good taste, and when I 
went up the next day I spoke to Rosewater about it, and said no 
newspaper in the United States would doit. I said, “I didn’tsign 
my initials but to one, and you put them on the other ones.” Then 
we spoke about sending telegrams over the B. & M. line, and I 
called Mr. Ed. Rosewater over— 


i 


By Mr. Marquetie : 


Q. Isall this hear-say talk taken for the purpose of vindicating 


- Mr. Hitcheock ? 


By Mr. Brown: È 


This.is not done at my suggestion. 


By Mr. Hinman: 


Q. Has Mr. Edward Rosewater been sworn? 


> 


By Mr. Marquette 


He must be sworn now. 
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By Mr. Gibson + 


Tt seems to me if all the witnesses are to go to the same length 
that Mr. Tibbles has, it will take more than one volume to contain 
the testimony. Tunderstood Mr. Tibbles was to confine his testimony 
to the B, & M. matter, and here he is giving us the whole history 
of his connection with the Bee, and of his life. 


x 


Mr. Marquette: 


If this State Convention is to go in I want five or six witnesses, 
or seven or eight, to come in yet. 


The Chairman: 


_ I don’t refer to myself as being a bunch of wisdom in regard 
to this, but it has come to where I told you an hour ago it would come. 
I told you then I wished to confine this investigation to two things. 
One was the letter, and the other was the corrupt influences to elect 
a United States Senator. If the legislature wants to investigate 
this from last fall’s primaries up to this time, they have a right to 
appoint a committee to do so, and can doit; but I, as Chairman of 
this Committee, put in my voice against it. I was willing to submit 
it to the Committee to have it decided then, But it was decided, 
after consultation, to go on and take testimony until some member 
of the Committee objected. I object to going further than is pro- 
vided for in that resolution, and then if they want an investigation 
outside of that let the Legislature appoint a Committee to do it. 
When this Committee has worked up to the resolution 1 consider 
my duties as Chairman of it ended. 


My. Covel : 


I suggest that ee shorten up his statement as much 


as possible. 
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Mr. Marquette : 


Q. Is it proposed to go into this State Convention ? 


Mr. Colby: 


It does not seem to me proper, or desired by the committee, 
to go into the State Convention matter at all. 


j { 


Mr. Howe: 


If there is testimony going to show that the B. & M. furnished 
free telegraphing to the Bee, as Mr. Flanagan claims, the witness 
has a right to show that during the State Convention they did do 
that. 


Mr, Marquette: 


If this committee proposes to show that by Flanagan and by 
hearsay, then you may go on. I claim that if they did get free 
telegraphing somebody knows it, and we need not go on hearsay for 
that. 


Mr. Howe: 


Mr, Tibbles has testified here that he was the agent of Mr. 
Rosewater, and that he did use the telegraph wires free. 


Mr. Hinman: 


Mr. Rosewater’s testimony could come in as impeaching testi- 
mony afterwards. 


Mr. Colby: 


Mr. Tibbles, go on, and speak as concisely as possible of the 
subject matter. 
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Mr, Hinman: 


It is competent for you to say you sent telegrams over the line 
on Mr. Rosewater’s orders, 


Mr. Marquette: 


We will admit that he sent them. 
Mr. Colby : 


Go on Mr. Witness. 
The Witness : 


Edward Rosewater called me over to the desk at the Bee 
office counter, when this question came up about my initials being 
put there. The way the thing came around was—it was all I could 
do to get to the B. & M. office and get them in after each ballot,. 
and I didn’t see the propriety of going there every time. Ed 
beckoned Andy to come over there, and Andy stood there a few 
minutes and came back and looked rather sheepish, and said: “ All 
that don’t amount to anything—the B. & M. charges us more than 
to send any other way.” I said, “Oh, that’s too thin.” It was 


after this that Mr. Hitchcock made his speech there, and 
Flanagan —— 


Mr. Brown: 


All I ask is just what Mr. Flanagan said with regard to the 
contents of these papers. 

A. Flanagan talked about the B. & M. being in this thing 
worse than the U, P. was. I asked him what he knew. He said 
“There’s Rosewater has the free use of the telegraph wires.” He 
said, “ that is so, and you know it is so, too.” I didn’t make any 
reply. His statement in his affidavit I recognized when I read it 
as being about the same as his statement to me. I saw Mr. 
Flanagan several times afterwards—I don’t remember whether he 
refers to Mr. Saunders and Briggs in that or not; does he? 
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Mr Brown : 


He calls them Sanderson and Banks. 

A. Well, he told me that night in that conversation the sub- 
stance of that affidavit, except he didn’t refer to Saunders and 
Briggs. 


r 


Mr. Anyan di 


Q. What is in the affidavit? | 

A. Well, he told me about this telgraph, and throwed it up 
to me that I knew the Bee was using free the wires of the B. & M. 
Then he went on and told me about his taking down these conver- 
sations in the B. & M. office, and his conclusions that both sides 
were being helped by corporations, and they all were making 
money out of it but him, and he was going to make some money 
out of it before he got through. 

Q. Did he specify any particular instance, or only speak 
generally ? 

A. Well, it was general. He spoke of conversations, and 
said men didn’t generally know there was a shorthand man there 
taking notes, and then he quoted from Burns, “a cheil’ amang ye 
takin’ notes,” &e. 

Q. Did he refer to the fact that the B. & M. was to furnish 
money to Saunders and Briggs? 

A. Nosir. He spoke in a general way. He didn’t say any- 
thing about these names at all. 


Mr Covel: 


Q. State a conversation, if any, which he told you he heard 
and noted down. 

A. Idon’t think he mentioned any particular conversation. 
I remember one sentence he used. He said the headquarters of the 
Hitchcock outfit was at the Union Pacific office, and the headquar- 
ters of the“ anties ” was at the B. & M. 


—_ 
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Q. If he stated to you that he had overheard any conversa- 
tions with any person or persons, give the names of those persons 
and state what the conversation was that he had noted down. 

A. He didn’t name any, he just spoke in a ais way, that 
he had taken down conversations. 


Mr. Gibson : 


Q. Didhe tell you he intended to make money, out of them ? 

A. Nosir, Ijust surmised how a fellow could do it, having 
such valuable information. I recognized the position and saw what 
an advantage any man would have. 


Mr. Anyan: 


Q. Did he tell you with what parties these conversations were 
held ? 


A. He said with the B. & M. folks and the “ anti fellows ”— 
that is the term he used. He didn’t mention any names. He just. 
called them “ anties,” or “ anti fellows,” or something like that. 


The Chairman; 


© Q. Do you know anything at all about any of these papers 
that are said to be torged—said to come irom Mr. Flanagan? Do 
you know anything about these papers, or how they originated ? 
A. No, sir. Al I know is what he told me that night when 
Hitchcock spoke. 


Myr. Covel: 


Q. Do you know anything about the origin of the letters, or 
either of them ? 

A. No,sir. He led me to understand he “ had the papers on 
them ”—that he had the “‘ dead wood on them.” 


re eae 
iter 
y fe; 


ps 
¥ 


~ ~ aah: 
CE A 
-s 


140 REPORT OF THE 


Mr. Howe: 


Q. In Flanagan’s affidavit he speaks about the Bee receiving 
$100 a month from the B. & M. Railroad Company. Do you 
know anything about that? 

A. No. I don’t know anything about it only what I have 
stated. 

Q. You have stated nothing in regard to that. Have you 
any reason to believe there is any truth in that statement? 

A. I don’t know as it would be a fair question to ask what I 
“believe” about it. 


Mr. Covel: 


Q. If you have any knowledge about it state it? 

A. All the knowledge I have is what I gathered from the 
books, and the book-keeper’s talk and looking over the accounts 
occasionally of the office. I know this, that the office was in a 


terrible bad fix and 


s 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. We don’t care to know anything about the condition of 
the office. If you ever saw any money paid by the B. & M., we 
want that ? 

A. I never saw any paid. 


By Mr. Colby: 


Q. Yousaid something about the books? 
A. Isaw the books there every day. 


By. Mr Howe: 


Q. Mr. Flanagan also states that $75 a month was paid to the 
Globe by the B. & M. Railroad Company. Doyou know anything 
about that ? 
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A. No, sir, only what I have stated. 
By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. When did you have the last conversation with Mr. 
Flanagan? When haveyou seen him last, to converse with him ? 

A. It would be impossible for me totell, I met him in the 
streets occasionally. It couldn’t have been more than a week before 
the Senatorial election, I think, that I saw him at the Grand Central. 

Q. Do you remember what the nature of that conversation 
was? 

A. Yes, I know about what the nature of it was. 

Q. Was there anything said in that conversation about this 
subject matter? 

A. He had a fashion, nearly every time I met him, of saying 
to me, “ You made it in getting out there when you did. You wait 
until this bomb bursts.” __ 

Q. What did you understand by the word “ bomb?” 

A. I thought he meant this job that he put up. 

Q. What did you understand about the “job” he had 
tf put up ? 33 

A. Al I know is that he had heard conversations there, and 
he had papers that he would turn over to the opposite party and 
make some money out of it. That is the idea he gave me. 

Q. Did you know before it was published that he had made 
this affidavit ? 

A. No sir, I knew nothing about it until I saw it in the 
papers. 


Mr. Covel: 


Q. Have you seen him since the 13th of January, 1877? 
A. No, I have not seen him since then. I saw him a short. 
time before that. 


142 REPORT OF THE 


Mr. Brown: 


Q. Have you any knowledge or information as to where 
Flanagan now is? . 

A. Nothing more than what he told me of what he was going 
to do. I have no personal knowledge. He told me he was going 
to skin out and take the Southern route and make his way back to 
England. He stated that to me several times, the last time I saw 
him. 

Q. Did he give you to understand why ? 

A. Nothing more than inference—that he had these papers 
and was going to turn them over and get his money and light out 
for England. ° = 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. How much money did you understand him to say he was 
going to get? . 

A. He didn’t say.. He said he was going to “ sell them out” 
—that the papers would beimportant and valuable, and they would 
pay him a good pile. 

Q. Did he ever lead you to believe that he was going to 
manufacture any papers ? 

A. No, sir, I was surprised when I saw the papers printed. 
From his representations I supposed his papers would be more 
conclusive than I saw they were. He never intimated that he was 
going to manufacture anything, but always said he had them. 


Mr. Hinman: 


Q. Do you know of any money being paid Mr, Rosewater by 
the B. & M. Railroad, or any other Railroad Company? You say 
you have seen his books; tell us what you saw on the books? 
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Mr. Marquette : 


Let us have the books. ‘The books are the better evidence. 
Mr. Hinman: 


He has already said he saw something inthe books. That endan- 
gers you perhaps, more than for him to tell what he saw in the books. 
I don’t want to send off for Rosewater’s books, unless it is necessary. 


Mr. Marquette : 


Go ahead. 
Mr. Hinman: 


Q. Have you seen anything on Mr. Rosewater’s books to 
indicate that the Bee had been paid money by the B. & M.? 

A. Yessir. I saw on the books an account of job work. 

Q. Is it anything different from what the Bee has already 
published ? 

A. No.sir, I think not. I only wish to be understood as 
saying I know the condition of their finances. 

Q. Then you don’t know that the B. & M, ever paid the 
Bee any money, except for legitimate business ? 

A. Nosir. 

Q. Do you know of any other corporation paying any money 
to corruptly influence the election of a United States Senator by 
this Legislature ? 

A. I know of money being used in the primary elections 
down there. 


Mr. Covel: 


Q. Was that at the primaries to nominate members of the 
Legislature, or to send delegates to the State Convention ? 


ade Fy 
SRE. 


th, 


he 
rae 


sue 


endian 
a” 


Ge 
iaar. 
aip 


' 
ight 
@ r E 
=. — 
kai Sn eo 34 m ee bn er n 


~ 


144 ` REPORT OF THE 


A. It was to nominate delegates to the State Convention. 
At the Legislative election. Each party had its man there and 
didn’t need any money. ` 

Q. Do you know of money being corruptly used to influence 
votes in the election of legislators this fall? 


A. No sir. 
Mr. Hinman } 


Q. So, then, you don’t know anything that is evidence here? 
A. No sir. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Marquette: 


Q. . You say you knew this man was making up a job and 
proposed to skin out and leave, When did you know that? 

A. I didn’t say that. 

Q. What did you say, then, about “a job”? You said 
something. 

A. Isaid he spoke of his job that he was getting up. 

Q. You said, after he got through with his job, he proposed. 
to skin out. When did you find out he proposed to skin out—at 
just what time? ` 

A. Hetold me that when he first told me of it. 

Q. That he was making up this job, and then, as soon as he 
made it up, he was going to skin out ? 

A. Nosir. He didn’t tell me that at the first conversation 
he had with me. He told me he had these papers and notes of 


conversations, and 

Q. You say here you knew he was going to skin out by the’ 
southern route. I want to know when yeu knew that. 

A. I don’t think I said that. 

Q. If he said he was going to skin out by the southern route, 
when did he say that ? 

A. When he told me he was going to go by the southern 
route, he said he would take the southern route and go to England. 
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T think he told me that the last conversation I had with him at the 
Grand Central. 


Q. When was it you had the first conversation with him— 
about how long ago was that ? 

A. The first time he told me he was going to go he didn’t tell 
me he was going by the Southern route. The first conversation he 
had with me on the subject was the night Mr. Hitchcock delivered 
this speech—a short time before the election. 

Q. From that time did you ever say anything to anybody 
about his having this job and about his going to skin out? 

A. No, sir. I never mentioned it at all. 

Q. Never mentioned it to anybody until to-day ? 

A. No sir, I never mentioned it until since I was subpceenaed 
up here. i 

Q. You didn’t tell Dr. Miller about this? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. He called to you in his paper to tell what you knew? 

A. Yes,sir. I think Dr. Miller asked me if I knew Flana- 

gan. I said I did, and I think that is all he said to me about it. 
l Q. You knew this man was going to get some papers, and get 
some money out of the Hitchcock men ? 

A. He told me he was going to. Yes, sir. 

Q. You never said anything to any one about it? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. This money, you say, was used up at the primaries— was 
used at the primaries of the State Convention you speak of? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. None of it was used for members of the Legislature, 
When did you first hear that Flanagan had skinned out? 

A. I saw it in the paper. 

Q. Did you tell any one then which route he said he would 
take? 


A. No, sir. I didn’t want to have anything to do with this 
case. 


Q. You wanted to let him go, did you? 
10 
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A. I didn’t want to come here before this committee? 


Jons Borers, called, sworn and examined, as follows: 
Mr. Colby : ! 


Q. Do you know about these letters and this affidavit of Mr, 
Flanagan, or anything about money being used to influence the 
election of a United States Senator ? 

A. No sir. : 

Q. Do you know anything about this matter at all ? 

A. Nosir. 

Q. Do you know anything about any one using money to 
influence the election of a United States Senator ? 

A. Nothing at all, sir. 

Q. Or any corrupt influences ? 

A. Nothing at all, sir. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Do you know anything about how these papers came into 
existence? 

A. Not much. 

Q. Nor the circumstances surrounding them? 

A. I know, perhaps, something about the circumstances. 

Q. ‘You know, then, yourself—that you saw and heard ? 

A. Yes sir, saw and heard. 

Q. Please state? 

A. On the evening of the 13th of this month, I think it was 
the Saturday evening before the Senatorial election, about 8 o’clock, 
I went into my office—the Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue 


office 
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The Chairman : 
s 


Q. Please state where that is? 
A. In Omaha, the Customs House-Postoffice building. I 


was in company with a member of the present House. I was in 
the office perhaps— 


Mr, Anyan: 


Q. Please tell the name of that member? 

A. George W. McKee. I was in the office perhaps ten 
minutes, or it may have been fifteen. I was about to leave, and as 
is my custom after night, I go to my door and enter my key in the 
lock. In this instance I noticed a bright light in the Judge’s chambers, 
the rooms adjoining our office, with a door opening from our office 
into it, with a transom over the door. It being an unusual thing to 
see a light at that time and no court in session—at that hour of the 
evening I was interested enough to take a step ladder we have and 
look over the transom and see what the light meant, and who was 
there. Isaw Mr. Adams—Mr. R. O. Adams and Mr. Hascall at 
one of the desks in the Judge’s chamber, with their heads very close 
together, in conversation. The suggestion tomy mind was a caucus, 
and I dropped it, and thought no more of it, but its being Saturday 
night, and a good many members at home, I thought it was a caucus, 
I closed the office and went into the Marshal’s office, and while I was 
in the office Mr. Adams came to Deputy Marshal Bierbower and 
asked for some legal cap paper. Mr. Bierbower got up and went 
to a drawer, and as he reached in, asked him how much paper he 
wanted. He said “aream.” Itstruck meas so supremelyjridiculous 
that he wanted so much that I told him I had some, if that was not 
enough. Then I passed out and left the building soon after, and 
knew nothing more of the case until I heard of this investigation, 
which was the key to the mystery in my mind with regard to it. 
Since that I have procured some paper from the same desk which, 
in my mind—though I know nothing—is the same paper used at 
that time. 


t 
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The Chairman: 


Q. Do you think you would know this paper? 

A. No, sir, all legal cap paper is aliketo me. I found legal 
cap on the same desk aflerwards, which I took possession of. 

Q. You think you could not discover any difference between 
that legal cap and any other legal cap? 

A. Yes, sir, it is different. I compared it afterwards with 
legal cap used in our office, The fiber is different and the water 
mark is different. ! 


By the Chairman: 
Q. Where is the affidavit, Mr. Colby ? 
Mr. Colby: 


Q. (Handing witness the affidavit.) Look at that, and say if it 
is like the paper you speak of? 

A. That outside sheet ig the same. 

Q. Are the sheets on which the affidavit is written the sna 

A. No,sir. Here is the paper I got off the desk, (handing 
Mr. Colby some paper.) I got this paper off the same desk I saw 
them sitting at. I got the paper during last week. 


By the Chairman: : 


Q. Do you know of any person that could give this committee 
legal, positive information, as regards the origin of these papers? 
A. I do not, certainly. 


By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. Did you see Mr. Flanagan there at any time? 

A. Idid not. Ifdon’t know him. There was only these two 
‘ persons there at that time. Previous to that I saw them in the 
Postoffice. Tt was Mr. Adams and Hascall I saw. 
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By Mr. Brown: 


Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Hascall’s pana neng | ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nor Adams? 

A. No. Icouldn’t swear to either. I have seen both of their 
writing. 

Q. I suppose you don’t pretend to say they wrote that affida- 
vit there that night? 

A. I don’t pretend to know anything about it, 


By Mr, Marquette: 


Q. They went for paper and got it? 
A. They went for paper to the’ Marshal’s office, in the same 
building, and carried it across the hall. 


By Mr. Howe: 


Q. Yon recognize this paper you have shown as a part of the 
same paper the wrapper to the affidavit is of? 

A. Yes, sir, and I found that paper in the room the next 
week. 


Mr. Brown : 


Q. As I understand it, the affidavit is written on different 
paper? : 


Mr. Howe: 


A. Yes, sir—different paper. 


W. H. H. LLEWELLYN, called, sworn and examined, testified 
as follows: 
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Mr. Brown: 


I don’t know as it is necessary to examine Mr. Llewellyn, I 
have talked with him and find he don’t know anything particular 
about this matter. 

j l 
Mr. Marquette ; 


He can’t know less than Tibbles. I think we had better ex- 
amine him. (To the witness.) Do you know anything about these 
papers, or about the way they were got up, or anthing about 
them? 

A. I had intimations there would be such papers. 

Q. State all you know, then, to this committee about the get- 
ting up of these papers, who you had conversation with, and all 
about it. 

A. All the conversation I had with regard to them was on 
the Friday, before the Sunday that these papers were gotten up, or 
reported to be gotten up. I wasin Senator Hitchcock’s room that 
afternoon and had a conversation with him. He asked me if I 
could do him any good, and if I would do him any good. I told 
him I didn’t know whether I could do him any good, or not, but I 
knew I wouldn’t do him any good, With that he slapped me on 
the shoulder and said, “you are my meat.” I said I didn’t know 
whether I was or not. Then he asked me, “what could they do for 
me?” Itold him I didn’t know as they could do anything for 
me. He went on and said they had recéived an anonymous letter 
from Omaha, in regard to the B. & M., but if I could furnish them 
what they wanted, they wanted me to do it, but if not, they would 
probably get it from up there. With that he suggested that Mr. 
Welch have some talk with me, as we were pretty well acqainted, 
and he went out. Mr. Welch came in and wanted to know if they 
could do me any good. I told him I didn’t know whether they 
could or not. He asked me what I wanted. I said I didn’t want 
anything. Finally, he asked me how much money I wanted. I said 
I didn’t know how much I did want- that if I sold myself I would 
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want a pretty good price, and said perhaps I might want fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars, or perhaps $5,000. He then asked me it 
I wouldn’t take $1,000 and a Federal appointment, to disclose the 
secrets of the anti-Hitcheock party and also something in regard to 
the B. & M. He said perhaps they might get what they wanted 
from Omaha. I got just what I wanted and so I came out. I had 
consulted with friends before going in, and I consulted with them 
after I came out as to whether I had better go back. I told Mr. 
Welch I would come back, and afterwards they sent a young man 
by the name of Johnny Moore, to get me to come back, but after 
consultation we thought I had better not go. 

Q. What is your business ? 

A. I have been traveling for the McCormick Reaper Company 
for the last year; have been working for them for the last twe 
years. I have been located up in the Elkhorn country. 


Mr. Anyan: 


Q. What was the sequel to this conversation? 

A. Jt didn’t result in anything. I said I would come back, 
and a young man by the name of Moore came and asked me to po 
back, but I concluded I had better not go. 


By the Chairman: 


Q. Did Mr. Hitchcock intimate to you in any plain manner, 
so you could understand it, in what manner he wanted you to help 
him. l 

A. He didn’t say right out, but I understood it he wanted me 
to develop all the secrets of the anti-Hitchcock camp, and that he 
was figuring for something in regard to the B. & M. 

Mr. Howe: i 


Q. How did you come to go up to Mr. Hitchcock’s room im 
the first place ? 


A. I was invited to go there by a gentleman from Omaha, 


ee 
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Q. Who asked you to go? 

A. Gen, O’Brien. , 

Q. What did you mean by saying you “ got all you wanted 
and then went out?” 

A. Thad talked with Mr. Carter and Mr. Sperry and some 
others about going in there in the first place, and they advised me 
to go. . 

Q. Hadn’t you thrown out to certain parties, in Omaha and 
here, that you had secrets you could divulge which would assist Mr. 
Hitchcock ? 

A. That question has been asked me, and I said I thought I 
had. 

Q. You told Mr. Hitchcock it would cost $15,000 for you to 
tell them? 

A. Nosir, I told Mr. Welch I might want $5,000, or $10,000 
or $15,000. He said $5,000 was a pretty good price. ` I said I 
knew it was. 

Q. What were the secrets you proposed to divulge—the 
campaign is over now, and you might as well tell? 

A. I didn’t propose to divulge any, but I had reference to the 
plans we had here. 

Q. What do you mean by “we” and “our plans”? Do 
you belong to any detective force here? 

A. No, sir. I meant our political organization. 

Q. Anti-Hitchcock ? 

A. Yes, sir. 


r 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. Itake it they simply wanted you to divulge such facts as 
you might know? 

A. I don’t know what they wanted. 

Q. Did they ask of you anything else except to divulge such 
secrets as you might know ? 
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A. No, sir. Frank Welch asked me to state what I knew. 
Senator Hitchcock asked me ia the first place,—when I went into 
the room Senator Hitchcock shook hands with me and asked me 
what I thought of the situation. I said, “ You know where I stand, 
but I will answer you frankly, I think you are gone up, and salt 
wou’t save you.” He then took out a aye and nay list and asked 
me to note the names of this army of anti-Hitcheock men. I said 
“Senator, you will please excuse me,” and heexcused me. Hethen 
asked me if I could do them any good. I told him I didn’t know 
whether I could do them any good, but I knew I would not. Then 
he slapped me on the shoulder and said I was his meat. 


Q. Each time he wanted you to divulge such secrets as you 
might know? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You now say the secrets you might have divulged, were 
secrets of the caucus? 

A. No, sir, I did not intend to divulge them. 

Q. They were not secrets of the B. & M.? 

A. No, sir, they were simply our plans I had reference to. 


Mr, Howe: 


Q. Can you tell us what the secrets were that you might have 
divulged ? 
A. Allthe secrets I knew was our plan of operations. 


Q. Do you know of any money being used, directly, or 
indirectly, to influence the election of a United States Senator ? 
A. No, sir. 


Q. In whose interest were vou here? 


A. I was here in the interest of anything to beat Senator 
Hitchcock. 


Where did youstay while you were here? 
At the Commercial Hotel. 

Who paid your hotel bill? 

I couldn’t tell you. 

Has it been paid? 
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A. Isuppose so. 

Q. Don’t you know pone hotel bill v was paid by a gentleman 
from Omaha? 

A. Idontknow. I know it was to be paid. 


Q. + Are you in the habit ot leaving places without paying your 
hotel bills? 


A. Ihave done such things, 

Q. Now just tell us who paid your hotel bill? ‘You are not 
divulging any secrets, now the fight is all over ? | 

A. Well, I think J udge Briggs paid it. I don’t know that 
he did. 

Q. Did you have any understanding that Judge Briggs was to 
pay your hotel bill while you was down here ? 

A. No direct understanding. The first conversation I had 
with Judge Briggs was at Kearney. He said he wanted me to 
come down here and help in the Senatorial contest, and to come 
down favorable to him, if I could. I said if I came down I would 
come prepared to work against Senator Hitchcock. 

Q. Do you know of any other candidates paying hotel bills 
of others here ? 

A. I suppose Senator Hitchcock did. 

Q. Do you know he did? 

A. No, sir. 


By Mr. Brown: . 


Q. You say when you were invited into Hitchcock’s room, a 
man you called Sperry and somebody else, told you you better go 
and learn what you could? 

Yes, sir. 

That is what you were there for ? 

Yes, sir, and I got some very valuable information. 
You pretended you might develop secrets to them ? 
That came up afterwards. 


> OPO > 
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Mr, Howe: 
Q. What is your business now ? 
A. Iam connected with a paper published there in Omaha. 
Q. What paper? 
A. The Omaha Bee. 


Mr. Hinman: 


M 


Q. Do you know how much money was expended in the 
canvass ? 

A. By Senator Hitchcock ? 

Q. By anybody? 

A. No, sir, I do not. I paid one bill—a hack bill of $4 
myself. 

Q. Do you know of any more ? 

A. I think I paid a man $25 to go to some county up north 
to get up a petition—I loaned it to him. 

Q. Was that your money ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any other amount of money being paid 
out ? : 
A. I might possibly, by thinking up the matter, remember 
some few dollars or something of that kind. 

Q. Do you know of any money being paid to a bavideter to 
infiuence his vote ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. By anybody ? 

A. By anybody. 

Q. Do you know anything about the amount of money 
expended in that canvass except what you have spoken of ? 

A. No, sir, only from what I heard by hearsay. 

Q. You didn’t hear it from any parties in the canvass—any 
of the candidates? Did you hear them mention anything about 
spending money ? 
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A. All the statements I heard about spending money was 
what I heard men say—that “ that party spent so many dollars.” 
Q. Answer my question. Did you hear anybody running for 
United States Senate mention about their paying out any money in 
the canvass ? 
© A. Yes. Judge Briggs told me how much it cost him, but I 
have forgotten about how much his expenses were. 
Q. Did he say any of it was used to corrupt legislators? 
A. No sir. He told me before the canvass commenced that 
. while he was a candidate he would never pay a dollar to naa 
a Vote. 
Q. Did any other candidate speak of spending money? 
A. Nosir. 


Q. You don’t know ‘of any money being expended to influ- 
ence votes ? 


A. No sir, 

Q. Do you know of any money being paid to any party to 
pay to a legislator. 

A. No sir. 
Mr. Howe: 

Q. Who was this party you loaned the $25 to? 

A. I believe his name is Bruce. 

Q. Where does he reside? 

A. I believe in Knox county. 

Q. What was the object of his going? 

A. I think to get a petition from Mr. Hulbien’s constituents. 

Q. What was the purport of it? 

A. That it was their wish he should not vote for Senator 


Hitcheock. 

Q. That he should vote for any other particular person? 

A. I don’t know, I think not. He had a petition in which 
they requested him to vote for Mr. Crounse. 
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Mr. Gibson. 


Q. Did any candidate for United States Senate give you any 
money to spend in any shape whatever in this canvass? 

A. Nosir. I neverhada dollar from any candidate. 

Q. Do you know of any one of the candidates giving any 
money to any one else for that purpose? 

A. No sir. 

Q. You don’t know that there was any money spent, except 
what you have mentioned, for the purpose of carrying on this. 
canvass ? 

A. No, Ido not, no more than I suppose is usual in political 
matters, 

Q. Do you know whether there -was a certain amount of 
money used here by the anti-Hitchcock men to carry on the canvass- 
—say a bank made up? 

A. No sir. I always supposed—I don’t know that I had 
any right to suppose that either—but I always supposed each of the 
candidates had some friends here and they paid their expenses. 


The Chairman: 


Q. Did you understand any of these friends were members of 


the Legislature ? 
A. No, sir. 


Mr. Covel: 


Q. Do you know of any money having been used by any 
candidate for United States Senator, or by any corporation, for the 
the purpose of influencing the election of United States Senator, by 
this Legislature ? 

A. No, sir. 
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By Mr. Anyan: 


Q. You say when you visited Mr. Hitchcock that evening, he 
spoke about receiving an anonymous letter ; did he seem to attach 
any importance to that letter ? 

A. He made this remark, that they intended to look it up, that 
they expected to find something in Omaha in regard to the B. &M. 

Q. Did he convey to you the idea that he intended to investi- 
gate this matter ? 

A. Yes, sir, he spoke of having received this anonymous letter 
and that that they were looking it up and figuring on it. 

Q. Did you understand they wished to employ ne services 
in connection with that matter ? 

A. J didn’t know exactly what he did intend to put me at, in 
case he bought me, 

Q. Simply the inference you drew—did he wish to employ you 
upon that or upon other matters ? 

A. I don’t know that he wished to employ me on that. I 
supposed he wanted what knowledge I had, and probably he wanted 
to use me. 

‘Q. There was nothing definite spoken of in regard to your 
services in that connection ? 
` A. No, sir. I supposed he thought I had information, and 
I didn’t disabuse his mind. I let him think what he wanted to. 
Q. Were you acquainted with this Flanagan ? 
A. No, sir. I never knew him that I know of. 


The Chairman : 


Q. You stated Mr. Hitchcock or Mr. Welch, which was 
it, offered you $1,000 for your services? 

A. Mr. Welchasked me if $1,000 and a Federal appointment 
would answer me. 
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Mr. Colby : 


Q. That was for giving this information you was supposed to 


have? 
A. Yes, sir, and for pay for services. 


Cd 


L. C. Paces, called, sworn and examined, testified as follows: 
Mr. Marquette : 


Q. Iholdin my hand the affidavit made by J. D. Flanagan 
on the 13th day of January, in which he speaks of a meeting. I 
will read what he says of a meeting between myself, Mr. Rosewater 
and Mr. Irving.- He uses this language: “ At the said meeting, 
previously referred to, William Irving gave T. M. Marquette 
authority to pay $100 in cash down to the editor of the Globe, 
published at Lincoln, Nebraska, a daily newspaper, Marquette to 
charge the same, and a subsequent salary of $75 a month, which he 
is paying said editor as from November Ist, 1876, as incidental 
expenses in his monthly account of expenses, payable by the Burl- 
ington & Missouri River Railroad.” But first I want to ask you 
what is your occupation ? 

Publishing the Globe. 

How loug have you been publishing the Globe? 

Seven or eight months. 

Who is its editor ? 

I am. 

You heard what I have read from this affidavit. Is 
there any truth in that? 

A. There is no truth in it so far as the Globe or its editor 
receiving any money isconcerned. I can’t say what arrangements 
have been made for the Globe to receive money. We hope there 
will be some coming in for us, though, if it is mortgaged for $500. 

Q. Do you know of its going to receive money from the B. 
& M. 
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A. No one has ever spoken to me about our receiving money 
from the B. & M.—$75 a month or $100, nor have I ever spoken 
to any one about that. 

.Q. Did I ever speak to you as employing you, or paying you, 
as attorney of the B. & M.? 

A. I never have been spoken to by any person, you or any 
one else, the most remotely, in that connection that I know of; nor 
have I ever received money from the B. & M., or any person 
connected with it, except a very little for job work and papers. 
—probably not over $50 since we have been in Lincoln, 

Q. If the Globe or its editor had received money, or any 
such arrangement had been made, would you have known it? 

A. If it had received any money I am sure I would have 
known it. 

Q. If it had been made would you have known it? 

A. If any arrangement of that character, with any one 
belonging to the Globe, had been made I would have known of it. 

_Q. Or any way connected with the Globe? 

A. Yes sir. It is owned exclusively hy Mr. Hedges and 
myself, and there is no mortgage on it of any kind that I know of. 

Q. Did you hear Mr. Tibble’s testimony about a mortgage 
being on it? 

A. Yessir. 

Q. Is there anything in that? 

A. There is no mortgage on it now. Early in the spring, 
before I was connected with it, there was a mortgage of $80, I 
think, on some type that Mr. Hedges had got. That is the only 
mortgage that has ever been on it that I ever had any knowledge 
of since I was connected with it. . 


Mr. Hinman: 


Q. ‘You received no communication of any kind, or promise 
of money, either by letter or otherwise ? 

A. Inever have been spoken to or written to concerning any 
thing of the kind, nor has any one connected with the Globe that I 
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know of, nor did I ever meet Mr. Marquette, or Mr. Irving, to 
know them. i 


- Q. You and Mr. Hedges are the editors and sole publishers ? 
A. We own it, and are its publishers exclusively. 


Mr Covel: 


Q. Has the Globe, during the Senatorial, received from any 
candidate for the United States Senate, any sum of money for its 
influence in the canvass? 


A. It has not. 


Mr. Howe: 


I move the committees adjourn until 4 P. m. td-morrow. Mo- 
tion agreed to and the committees adjourned. 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, Jan. 30th, 1877. 


The Senate and House Investigating Committees met in the 


office of the Supefintendent of Public Instruction, at 4 P. m., all | 


the members being present with the exception of Fitchpatrick, of 
the House Committee. 


Mr. Marquette was present, and Mr. Hitchcock was represented 
by E. E. Brown, Esg., his counsel. 


EDWARD RosEWATER, called, sworn and examined, testified 
as follows: 
1 
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Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Have yon seen the affidavit purporting to have been made 
by J. D. Flanagan, and which has been filed with the papers? That 
is the affidavit. (Handing witness a paper.) 

A. I glanced over it a minute ago, but haven’t read it 
carefully. 

Q. Will you look at what is said there in reference to a 
conversation you had with myself and Mr. Irving. 

A. Ihave looked at that. 

Q. You have looked at that part of the affidavit which alleges 
that a meeting took place—that T. M. Marquette, William Irving 
and yourself met at the office of the Burlington & Missouri River 
Railroad Company, on the 5th, I believe, of November, 1876—you 
have read that part with reference to what he claims to have taken 
place. You may state what you know about that—about any such 
meeting, any such conversation, or any such arrangement as he says 
was there entered into between yourself and T. M. Marquette and 
William Irving? 

A. Ihave this to say: On Sunday, if I am not mistaken, I 
believe I came up to the office in the afternoon, to see about some- 
thing, possibly a pass—I don’t know what—and I met there, I 
think, yourself and Mr. Conner, or somebody from below, from 
Cass County. Mr. Irving was not present, and there was no con- 
versation and no arrangement between us. If I remember right, 
you had some talk with this man, and after you got through, I asked 
you some questions about Lancaster County and about matters in 
general—about the election. It was two days before the election. 
Tt was nothing more than that. Mr. Irving was not present. Mr. 
Flanagan, I think, was there. I had been to that office two or 
three iimes that day, but Mr. Irving was not there, 

' Q. Was there any conversation of this character ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What was the conversation ? 
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A. Qh, it was an accidental meeting. I asked you what 
Kennard was doing down here, and about the election in various 
parts of the State. The talk didn’t last more than ten minutes, I 
guess. You went out of the room to another room, and I went out. 

Q. Was there ever anything said to place you on the pay-roll 
of the B. & M. Railroad Company ? 

A. No, sir. There was no insinuations ever made to me, and 
no propositions ever made to me. 

Q. No propositions ever made about placing the Bee on the 
pay-rol] ? 

A. No, sir, nor anybody connected with it, 

Q. Were you ever placed on the pay-roll? It is claimed here 
you were to get $100 a month. 

A. There never was any arrangement for any pay to me by 
the B. & M. Railroad or any other railroad, for my influence as a 
newspaper man, or for my services as a politician. I never received 
any money, nor authorized any one to draw for me, from the B. & 
M. or any other railroad for any such influence. 

Q. Did you ever have any talk with me or anything of that 

kind about putting you on the pay-roll or anything of that kind? 
A. No sir, there never was any such talk or any insinuation 


to pay me for services, or the influence of the paper, or anything 
of that kind. 


Mr. Brown: 


Q. Will you tell the Committee what handwriting that 
affidavit is in except the jurat? 


A. This is the handwriting of Mr. Flanagan, formerly with 
the B. & M. road, at Omaha, as clerk. 


> 


By Mr. Clark: 


Q. Is that the affidavit that accompanied these letters? 
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Mr. Colby: 
A. ae sir. 


Mr. Marquette : 

Q. Do you know in whose handwriting the jurat is? 

A. This part before the name of the Notary is written in the 
handwriting of Isaac I. Haseall. 

Q. Did you read the evidence of Mr. Tibbles? 

A. I read a portion of it last night. 

Q. Did you read that portion ot it where he says you told him 
it didn’t cost you anything to send Hais over the B. & M. 
line? 

A. Yessir, I read that. 

Q. Will you state what there is about that ? 

A. I have received a number of dispatches by the B. & M. 
line free, as I have over the U. P. line; that is, in relation to 
grasshopper news, for instance, and occasionally personal telegrams, 
but all news dispatches, except what I have mentioned, I have paid 
for. I have an arrangement with that line for telegraphing—the 
Western Union discriminates against all newspapers that don’t 
belong to the Associated Press, and so charges me two cents 2 
word from Lincoln, while the B. & M. charges me one cent. I 
notice in this affidavit a statement that my editorials have been sent 
free over the B. & M. wires. The only editorials I ever sent over 
their wire was during the Senatorial campaign, and just two or three 
days preceeding the election of United States Senator, These 
were sent after this affidavit was made, and these dispatches, E 
understand, I am to pay for at the rate of one cent a word, when 
the monthly account is sent in. 

Q. These are the only editorials you sent from here over the 
line? 

A. Yessir, during the Senatorial campaign, just before the 
election. There was a storm and I didn’t go home. 


- 
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Mr. Hinman: 


Q. Was Mr. Flanagan ever employed as a reporter for you— 
as your reporter ? 

A. Templcyed him to report, I think, two or three speeches. 
One was Mr. Cowin’s speech at the Academy of Music, of which he 
speaks, and he reported two or three other speeches subsequently, 
made at the close of the campaign by Governor Saunders and 
others; one I think by Gen. Manderson, in one of the wards of the 
city. That is the only employment I ever had for him. 

Q. I think he says here he was in the employ of the B. & 
M. Company and did this work for you while in their employ and 
was paid by them. 

A. I supposed he was to present his bill te me. I don’t sup- 
pose the reports were worth more than $20 or $25. 


Mr. Gibson: 


Mr. Chairman, suppose we have that affidavit of Flanagan’s 
read again. It is getting pretty old now and we might refresh our 
memories. 

The Chair directs Mr. Gibson, as clerk of the House Com- 
mittee, to read the affidavit, which is set forth at length in preced- 


ing papers. 
Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Was there ever anything said about giving you $250, as 
claimed in that affidavit, in any conversation ever had when I and 
Mr. Irving was present, or at any time as coming from the B. & M. 
Railroad Company ? 

A. There never was such a conversation between me and you 
and Mr. Irving, or between myself and Mr. Irving. There never 
was ary promise of anything of that kind. 
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Q. You heard what was read about paying his bill for 
reporting ; was there anything said about paying him, to you, in 
that conversation on the 5th? 

A. No, there was no talk of that kind at all.. 

Q. Was there ever? 

A. There never was any talk about his pay for reporting. He 
never rendered me any literary services. He never wrote anything 
for me. He informed me he was a reporter for Parliament in 
England, and as I needed his services as a reporter, I employed 
him, | | 


Mr, Hinman: 


Q. You was about to remark that he did some work for you 
and you expected to pay him—expected him to present his bill. 
Just finish that. 

A. He never presented it. The last time I met him he 
intimated he would probably leave there. This was just as I was 
starting down here. TI never saw any bill from him, but I didn’t 
suppose it would amount to more than $20, or $25. 

Q. These bills presented here with this affidavit, are they 
correct? <A bill of $50—400 copies of the Weekly $20, and 600 
Dailies $20. Is that right? 

A. I suppose that is right. Isold some papers there on 
order. This writing is my bookkeeper’s. I suppose the bill is 
correct, and that it was paid. 

Q. This $250, he mentions, was there any such sum paid you 
by the Company or any agent for the Company, or anybody, to 
influence your: action as an editor, for the Company, or against 
Hitchcock ? 

A. Nevera dollar paid me by the Railroad Company or any of 
the employes. 

Q. Or by any other person? 

A. Yes, sir, or by any candidate for the United States Senate. 

Q. There is $250 mentioned here. What amounts, if any, 
were paid you besides this $50? The reason I ask is, I think there 
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was a publication of an affidavit by Andrew Rosewater, in connection 
with this ? 

A. I don’t know how much they have paid me. We have 
done printing for them, perhaps three or four hundred dollars in 
the last year. Ihave the paper in which my brother publishes the 
affidavit. I never looked at it. There is a running account. They 
charge me for dispatches, and I charge them for printing. If I 
overrun, I pay them at the end of the month, and if there is a 
balance due me, they pay me. That is the way I do business with 
the U. P., or did until last spring, when we stopped. 

Q. Did they pay you this $250 for any purpose? 

A. They have paid more, probably, I don’t know. They 
paid me $50 on account on the 1st of November, or about thattime. 
I got $50 of Mr. Irving or the Treasurer of the company. They 
paid that amount, I presume, during the month. There have been 
bills presented and they have paid them. 

Q. Mr. Rosewater, what were these bills for? 

A. Printing—job work, printing bill heads, blanks, adver- 
tising, and such work as railroads have done. 

Q. Charged in the way of business, and not for political 
services ? 

A. No,sir. It was for work ordered. I presume they have 
paid some for advertising their lands. I don’t know how mueh— 
some, 

Q. Have you received any money at any time in the course of 
the last three months from any person as a consideration for your 
influence for or against the B. & M. or for or sagami any candidate 
for United States Senate ? 

A. I never received any such pay from anybody. 

Q. I think there was testimony here yesterday that you 
received $350, to be used, in what ward ? 


Mr Gibson: 


Ward One. 
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Mr. Hinman : 


To be used in Ward One—received from Mr, Sperry. 

A. I presume Mr. Tibbles referred to the day before the 
primaries. “There was small sums passed through my hands, but 
there was not $350, nor $250, nor $150, at any one time. There 
may have been $50 or $75 at atime. That was before the prima- 
ries—the money gotten up clubs. I alone have contributed as 
much as $200 towards that fund. 

Q. Did any of that fund come from any railroad company ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You know that to be so? 

. A. Ido. I know just where the money was raised. 

Q. It was raised by Hayes clubs or other clubs and placed in 
the hands of a committee? 

A, Yessir, placed in the hands of a campaign committee, 
distributed by them and paid out through them. 

Q., Have you been promised $100, or any sum, for your sup- 
port in the election of a United States Senator ? 

A. Nobody has promised to pay me any sum for anybody, or 
for any corporation, for my support or influence in the campaign. 

Q. For anybody or any corporation ? 

A. For anybody or any corporation ? 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. I would like to ask Mr. Rosewater if he is intimately 
acquainted with Mr. Hascall ? 

A. Iam. 

Q. Have you ever had any business relations with him? 

A. Yessir, but more of a political nature than any other 
kind. 

Q. Have you had such relations with him as to have frequent 
reference to his writing, and to be a judge of his writing? 

A. Yessir. He has corresponded with me during Legislative 
sessions, and I am familiar with his handwriting. 
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You can tell his handwriting ? 
. Yes sir, as fast as I could see it. 
You could distinguish from any other persons writing ? 
. Yes sir. - 
. Could you distinguish between his handwriting and Mr. 
Watson’s? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Watson’s handwriting ? 

A. Nosir. os 

Q. You testified that in this affidavit the writing just before 
Watson’s handwriting, is Hascall’s? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. What peculiarities do you see about his handwriting? 

A. There is some sharp points and peculiarities about it. 
During legislative sessions we have corresponded, and I have han- 


dled a good deal of his writing. 


OPOore 


By. Mr Howe: 


Q. You said Flanagan told you he was going away, when was 
that ? 

A. Just before I came down here. He told me he was going 
to California. 

Q. When wasthat. Before the Senatorial contest? 

A. Yes, two or three days before. 

Q. Hesaid then he was going to leave? 

A. Yes sir. I was surprised, but he said he had a P 
place. I met him on the street, and he asked me where I was 
going. I told him I was coming down to Lincoln, but would be back 
ina few days. I regretted I couldn’t employ him down here. He 
was one of the best shorthand reporters Lever knew. I went to 
Mr. Irving and asked him if I couldn’t employ him for a month, 
but Mr. Irving said he couldn’t spare him. At this interview I 
regretted I could not employ him. He said it didn’t amount to 
anything, as he was going away. 

Q. You considered him a man of integrity? 
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A. I didn’t know anything about his en: I proposed 
to hire him for a reporter. 

Q. Do you employ men as reporters and not know anything 
about their integrity ? 

A. I simply ‘expected to employ him down here principally 
to take dictation from me of my editorials. I didn’t expect to 
have him report much in the Legislature. I took it for granted he 
was a man of integrity, being employed at the B. & M. office. 


Mr Brown : 


Q. How long have you known him? 

A. Not more than four or five months. 

Q. You knew nothing but what he was a man of integrity— 
you heard nothing ? 

A. I heard nothing against him. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Has there been anything asked with regard to your ac- 
counts and books? 

A. No, nothing special. 

Q. Have you sent for your books ? 

_ A. TI have, since Mr. Tibbles testimony was taken. I tele- 
graphed my book keeper to come down to-night and bring my 
journal and ledger. 

Q. They will be here to-morrow ? 
A. They will be here to-night. 


T. M. MARQUETTE, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows : 
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The Witness : 


I wish to make a statement. I refer to the affidavit, which 
says; “A man named Winters, formerly connected with the 
Hitchcock party, has lately been giving information to the Burling- 
ton & Missouri River Railroad Company in Nebraska, and to-day 
he showed me ten one hundred-dollar bills, remarking that he had 
received them for information he gave to Mr. Marquette, and that 
it would kill Hitchcock, as it would put him in prison before 
Monday night.” I would like to state to the Committee all I 
know about that. I have not seen Mr. Winters for three months, 
I don’t think. I think it has been that long at least. It was not 
since some time before the election in November. I was East in 


December—got home, I believe, just before Christmas. Mr. Irving 


told me Mr. Winters had been waiting to see me, and that he had 
valuable information—knew something; that he had made an 
affidavit against the B. & M., and that he was now willing to make 
an affidavit stating that was notso. I then said to Mr. Irving that 
I wouldn’t believe such a man on oath, and I wouldn’t bother with 
him. He has furnished no information to me. There was a 
statement of his sent down to me, but I never used it and never 
paid any attention to it. There was a statement of what Winters 
said. Mr. Irving thought may be it might be well to take his 
statement, if he had made a statement on the other side—a state- 
ment implicating the B. & M.—not to use it, but in order to show, 
if the other side used it, that Winters was not to be relied upon. I 
don’t know whether he got such a statement—I never saw it. In 
the conversation with Mr. Hitchcock, I told him about the state- 
ment of Winters, and told him I wasn’t willing to take Winter’s 
testimony or that of anybody who was trying to sell his oath. I 
know very well that neither Mr, Irving or anybody else would give 
him a thousand dollars, without consulting me, and I know he has 
received no such amount of money. When Mr. Irving spoke about 
giving his statement, in order to use it, if he had given a counter- 
affidavit—the reason why we spoke of that at all, was I had been 
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shown two affidavits made during the canvass—one made against 
Cowin and Laird, and then another from Mr. Winters, stating that 
the first one was bought—that he was to receive an office, and that 
it was all untrue. 


Mr. Hinman Ag í 


} 


Q. You didn’t know when he swore to the truth ? 

A. No,sir. As I stated before to Mr. Hitchcock, I wasn’t 
willing to take his evidence; that I wouldn’t use it except in self- 
defense, but if a man should draw an affidavit from Mr. Winters, 
implicating me, it might be well enough to have a counter-affidavit 
from Mr. Winters to defend myself. 


The Chairman : 


Q. What reason have you for saying that Mr. Irving or no 
other officer of the road would pay this money without consulting 
you? 

A. Well, sir, I am the solicitor or counsellor of the company, 
and of course, they would hardly pay out that money without con- 
sulting me. 


By Mr. Brown: 


Q. Ididn’t understand just the idea you meant to convey— 
whether Mr. Irving would not take such a statement or whether he 
wouldn’t pay him a thousand dollars? 

A. Well, the matter was left a little open, with the under- 
standing if there was a statement, and we found out there was a 
statement of Mr. Winters out, we might get one from him. 

Q. You wish to be understood as saying Mr. Irving would 
not pay out $1,000 for an affidavit without consulting you? 

A. No, sir, he wouldn’t pay out $1,000 or any other sum for 
an affidavit without consulting me. 
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Mr. Colby: 


Q. Do you know of any such affidavit having been made 
afterwards to Mr. Irving ? 

A, Yes, sir, I heard he had made a statement to Mr, Irving. 

Q. Did Mr. Irving make any such statement to you? 

A. No, sir, I didn’t hear it from Mr, Irving. Winters has 
been writing to other parties. I wouldn’t say whether to Mr. 
Cowin or Mr. Laird. I sawa letter he wrote to them, to the effect 
that Mr. Cowin was to “ squeeze ” some money out of me here. 


Mr. Brown: 


Q. You spoke of two affidavits? 

A. The affidavits I refer to, and all I seen, were made during 
the canvass. If I recollect right, they reflected upon Mr. Laird 
and Mr. Cowin, but they got a counter affidavit from him stating 
that that was not true. 

Q. Then you spoke of another affidavit that was not against 
Mr. Cowin ? 

A. J understood he had made an affidavit implicating the B. 
& M. Road. 

Q., It was a counter-affidavit to that one that Mr. Irving 
spoke to you about getting ? 

A. Yessir. I would not have spoken about it, but when Mr. 
Hitchcock sent for me to come and see him, and said we were 
working against him and moving Heaven and earth and doing 
everything that was unfair—it was that day, I believe, that Mr. 
Irving told me about this affidavit. I saidif we were disposed to 
use unfair means, we would use an affidavit ‘by Mr. Winters and 
might do them some damage, but we had concluded not to use it. 

Q. Did you understand that Mr. Hitchcock made these accu- 
sations against you as an individual or in your capacity as an attor- 
ney of the B. & M. road? 

A. Hespoke of the Company. 
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Q. That the Company were using unfair means? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. I understand you to state positively that no bills were paid 
to Mr. Rosewater, except for legitimate job work, to your knowl- 
edge? 5 

A. Nosir.' And I don’t know anything about that. This 
conversation, where he says this bill of his for reporting came up, 
never took place. I never had a conversation with Mr. Rosewa- 
ter where it yas ever hinted the Railroad Company was to pay him 
anything for anything, 

Q. The auditing of accounts is not part of your duty ? 

A. No, sir, but Iam satisfied they would not pay $250 for 
political work without consulting me. 

Q. But you are not the Auditor of accounts? 

A. No sir. i 

Q. From your position, you would not know anything of the 
auditing of accounts any more than a stranger would, what money 
was paid or what it was paid for? 

A. Nosir, but as for these conversations, no such conversa- 
tions ever took place. 


Mr. Gibson- 


Q. Itisa matter of considerable notoriety that in the inter- 
view you had with Mr. Hitchcock, after he sent for you, that you 
bellowed like a calf, and offered to withdraw all your opposition to 
him if he would not use the papers he had, I wish to ask you if 
that is true ? 

A. Itis positively untrue. I didn’t bellow “like a calf,” or 
like any other animal. It is positively untrue, After Mr. Adams 
left, he said, “ there is documents that will ruin you and your 
company.” When I heard that, I got up mad and went and shook 
my fist in his face, this way (indicating) and said, “ you can go ahead 
and ruin.” 

Q. You never begged a bit? 
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A. I never begged a bit. I talkedin a very excited manner. 
He was very cool and walked up and down. After I talked 
awhile he said “hold on there, you are a little fast: that does not 
reflect on you at all, I have got a lot of documents and secret pa- 
pers concerning your road. You are it’s attorney and you had 
better reflect on this.” I thought, then—I had cooled down a 
little—that if I wasn’t too hasty,-I might, perhaps, get a better 
idea of the plot. I did say to him when I left, “I will see about 
it and telegraph to Mr. Irving.” To show you that this is correct 
he came over the next morning about 9 o’clock, directly after I had 
got down there, and asked me what I was going to do about it. I 
said I was not going to do anything about it until I heard from Mr. 
Irving. That is all I said then. Recollect this was simply as to 
the road. He came in again at 11 o’clock and I told him I hadn’t 
heard from Mr. Irving, but he needn’t come over there any more. 
I didn’t entertain, and never had proposed to entertain his proposi- 
tion, but I thought I had better get a little time to see Mr. Irving, 
and so see what the plot was. 

Q. What was that proposition ? 

A. The proposition was simply this: If I would stop my 
opposition and would turn around and support him for United 
States Senator all these papers would never be heard of in the 
world, but if I did wot, they would be published. I never begged 
or never yielded anything to him. I simply said, as I went out, “I 
will see about it.” 


Mr. Hinman: 


"~ 


Q. To get this matter straight on the record—you have not 
stated that no money was paid to Winters. Now will you state 
whether any money was paid to Winters, to your knowledge? - 

A. Notacent to my knowledge. 

Q. Was any money paidto him by any party for the Company, 
to your knowledge? 

A. No, sir, not to my knowledge. I know nothing of it if 
there was, i 
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Q. Is not this the manner of transacting business of that 
kind? Is it not the custom of all Railroad Companies—I will 
ask you the question direct—does not your Company have a con- 
tingent fund for purposes of this nature, and is not that fund paid 
out of, and no one but the person who pays it out and perhaps the 
President, knows where or to whom the money is paid? 

A. No, sir, I never heard of such a fund, and I am pretty 
well satisfied there never was such a fund. I don’t think there 
ever was any money paid out for anything of that kind. If there 
has been I never knew it. 


At this point of the investigation, the House Committee, on 
motion, adjourned until 10 A. x., and the Senate Committee until 4 
P. M., to-morrow. 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, February Ist, 1877. 


The House Investigating Committee met at 10 A. M., pursuant 
to adjournment; in the office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, all the members being present, with the exception of 
Mr. Anyan. Mr. Marquette was also present. 


A. E. VAN Camp, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows, after the resolution had been read to him by Mr. Gibson, 
the clerk: : 


Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Mr. Van Camp, I don’t know that I ever saw you before, 
but probably I have. There has been an affidavit filed here by Mr, 
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Flanagan, in which he says that I, T. M. Marquette, pays to the 
Bee $100 a month. What is your occupation ? 

Bookkeeper for the Bee. 

How long have you been in that occupation ? 

Since about December, 1875. 

As bookkeeper, what is your business—what do you do 
I record the business transactions of the house. 

Does this include money paid to the Bee? 

It does, sir. . 

During this period—since December, 1875, up to the 
present time, has the Bee received any money from me—from T. M. 
Marquette ? 

A. Notto my knowledge, sir? 

Q. It is claimed that I was to pay the Bee $250—or that the 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad was to pay it. Do you 
know anything about that ? 

A. No sir, I do not. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Bee being-paid by the 
Burlington & Missouri River Railroad Company, by or through 
any of its agents, officers, or anybody else, any money for political 
purposes ? 

A. Never, to my knowledge. © 

Q. Do know anything about its being paid $100 per month 
by the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad Company. 

A. No sir. 

Q. Has the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad Company 
paid it any money at all? 

A. Yessir, it has. 

Q. What for? 

A. For job work, advertising and subscription. 

Q. Have you got an account—I suppose the Committee wants 
to see the account—have you had an account with the B. & M.? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Does that correctly and truthfully show transactions as to 
money paid by the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad Company 
to the Bee? 
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A. Yessir. 
Q. You may get the book showing what that is. 


[ Witness takes a book from the table. | 


Q. What book is that you hold in your hand ? 

A. That is a ledger. 

Q. What is that a ledger of—of the Bee and the B. & M. 
account? =| 
Yes sir. 

That shows the money transactions of the Bee, does it? 
Yes sir. 

With the B. & M.? 

Yes sir. 

Turn to the account there of the Burlington & Missouri 
River Railroad Company. 

A. All right, sir, I have. 

Q. Read it, since the Ist of October, 1876. 

A. Oct. 4th is the first date: Ten thousand card slips, 
$3.00; Oct. 9th, twenty-five hundred circulars, $10.00; Oct. 9th, 
three thousand Bohemian one-eighth circulars, $10.00 ; Oct. 19th, 
three squares four times, daily and weekly, advertising lands for 
sale by the B. & M., $13.50; Nov. 1st, 400 copies weekly, $20.00 ; 
Nov. 2d, 600 copies daily, $30.00; Nov. 18th, 100 certificates of 
assessment, $3.50; Nov. 18th, 100 notices of assessment, $2.00; 
Dee. 7th, 500 stub vouchers, $2.75 ; same date, 500 copies of form 
39, $2.75; one thousand copies of form 10, $10.00; one thousand 
eopies of frm 64, $12.00 ; two thousand copies of for 35, $16. 00; 
ve hundred time checks, $2.75. That is the total, sir. 


er erer 


Mr. Gibson. 
Q. The money has been received? 
A. Yes, sir. The money has all been paid. 
Q. Have you an account of moneys received ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Marquette: 


Q. Is that fair compensation for work done? 


A. Yes,sir. It is just about what we would charge anybody 
else, sir. 


By Mr. Gibson: i 

Q. I would like to have the credit side since October 1st? 

A. I have a credit of October 6th, paid of the September 
account, $93.50. These items I have not given you. That was 
work done in September. 

Q. That was paid to the Bee by the B. & M.? 

A. Yes, sir. November 2d, cash, $73.00; November 6th, 

cash, $22.50; January 31st, $21.75. That is the credit. 


The Chairman: 


Q. The first item you give of the credit belongs not to this 
account ? ü 


A. Yes, sir. That was paid for work done in the morth of 
September—that work was paid for in October. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Are all these amounts you have mentioned since October 
ist for work and labor performed, or work done in the office? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. No portion of it for political or influential services ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You referred there in the third item to so many Bohemian 
circulars. Can you tel] us what that has reference to? 

A. Ihardly know, but that was as it was given to me, as an 
account for Bohemian circulars. 


Q. Look at your book and see whether there was any other 
item for Bohemian circulars ? 


A. Yes,sir. February 9th there was one thousand circulars. 
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Mr. Marquette : 


I think that is of our lands. We have them printed in al} 
languages. 


Mr, Gibson: 


Q. Are you sure these Bohemian circulars was not circulars 
printed to circulate among the Bohemian voters to influence them 
in regard to the then approaching election ? 

A. I don’t know positively whether it was not. 

Q. What is your best impression ? 


Mr: Marquette: 


Q. How much is that item ? 
A. Ten dollars. 


Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Can you tell by referring to your books? 

A. (After examining another book.) My item here is “3,000 
Bohemian circulars, $10.00.” l 

Q. No explanation ? 
No, sir. 
Have you that item in any other book, more definite ?. 
No sir, I have not. 
What book is that? 
That is my blotter. 
. Isthis all the aceount you have with the B. & M. Rail- 
road from that date? 

A. Thats all I have, 


The Chairman: 


Q. Thatis from the Ist ot October? 
A. Yes sir. 
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Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Will you refer back in your account and see whether it 
was usual for the B. & M. to take extra copies of your paper, and 
see in what months they took extra copies ? 

A. That is the only entry I have where they took extra copies 
in 1876. 


The Chairman : 


Q. Have you any record of any in 1875 ? 
A. Nosir. I haven’t got my books here for 1875. 


Mr. Gibsons. 


Q. Have you any means of knowing what was contained in 
that particular issue that made that paper so valuable to the B, 
& M.? 

A. Ido not. I have an impression it was something in 
regard to the Narrow Guage. I am not certain about that, but I 
think that was it. I mean the time they were talking about the 
Narrow Guage and the Republican Valley road. There was two 
roads talked of, one was the narrow and the other was the other 


guage. 


Mr. Marquette : 


Q. That was purely a railroad i 
A. That is my impression. 


Mr, Gibson: 


Q. You think it was not because of articles likely to influence 
the election of United States Senator? 

A. No sir. re 

Q. Have you a contingent expense account ? 

A. Nosir, Ihave not. Irun a general expense account. 
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Q. Will you refer to that accoynt and see whether you re- 
ceived from any corporation during this time moneys which were 
credited to the general expense account ? 

A. (After an examination of the books.) There is nothing 
there of that kind. 

Q. Where is your general expense account for November and 
December? 

A. (Showing him on the book.) There, extending from page 
318 to 327. 

Q. Where is your credit? 

`- A, The only credit is from the Iowa Coal Company, July 
1876. 

Q. Do you pass all items trom the blotter to this ledger? 

A. Yes sir, all except my cash items, which I run through a 
separate cash book, but they are all seietnally entered in this 
blotter. 


Mr. Moore: i T 


Q. Will you look at that letter and state as to whether you 
wrote it or not. The letter is dated “ Omaha, Nebraska, Nov. 21st, 
1876,” and addressed to “ T. W. Blackburn, Esg., Sutton, Neb.,” 
signed “ A. Rosewater, Manager; per Vancamp.” 

A. Yes, sir. I wrote it. 


Mr. Gibson: 
: 
I will read the letter. It is headed as above stated : 


“ DEAR Strn—We have no more bills on the B. & M. Road 
that will pay you to stop to collect. The next, point at which you 
will find bills is at Kearney Station, where they are now awaiting 
you. This telegraph business is too expensive, and when sent by 
way of Plattsmouth, cost us just double. We don’t get any dead- 
head telegrams, so you should govern yourself accordingly. 

* Yours Respectfully, 
“A, ROSEWATER, Manager. 
“ Per VAN CAMP.” 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 183 


Mr. Gibson : ý 


Q. Was that letter dictated by A. Rosewater, Manager of the 
Bee? 

A. Not exactly dictated. He told me to write a letter of that 
kind. 

Q. Can you explain about the cost being just double by way 
of Plattsmouth ? l 

A. Idon’t know. We bad a contract to get our telegrams 
cheaper than by ihe Western Union, but when sent by way of 
Plattsmouth, the Western Union charged us double rates from 
Plattsmouth. 

Q. Then I understand if sent over the B. & M. line, they 
would cost you less? 

A. Yes, sir. They would cost less. 


Here the committees adjourned until 4 P. m. 


Ne 


EXHIBIT “A.” 


Four O’cLocK P. M 


Committees met, but as there were no witnesses in attendance 
they adjourned until 4 P. M. to-morrow. 


Lincoun, NEB., February 2, 1877. 


The House Committee met at 4 P. m. All the members 
present, with the exception of Mr. Fitchpatrick. The Senate Com- 
mittee was not present. Mr. Brown, counsel for Mr. Hitchcock, 
was in attendance, as was also Mr. Marquette. 
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Joun M. O’Grapy, recalled, testified as follows: 


The witness is shown the letters marked exhibits “B” and “C” 


respectively, which letters he identifies as having been received by 
Mr. Irving through A, A. Sloan, and which he reads, as follows: 


EXHIBIT “0.” 


“J. M. O'Grady, Esq., Car Accountant : 


“ DEAR Srr—Will you oblige me by giving Mr. Sloan any 
letters that may arrive for me during the next few weeks. He 
will send them to me, The Black Hills fever is gone up, and Iam 
off for “ Merrie England,” old boy. 

(Signed.) RDE” 


EXHIBIT “ B.” 
“W. Irving, Esg.: 


Dear Sir: Mr. Sloan, who will hand you this, will also ask 
for my salary. He has advanced it to me by paying my board bill, 
ete., and that, with a few hundred dollars I have got from Hitch- 
cock for two forged letters, will about see me to England again. I 
was down to hard-pan, and this accounts for my vagaries. 

“ Hitch. is going to show my affidavit and the letters (?) I 
made to T. M. M., and he is going to bulldose the B. & M. into 
supporting him. 

“I wish him the devil’s own luck with the ‘ EERE 
Excuse my faults, if you can; a thousand dollars for a couple of 
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hours writing, and that purely of an inventive character, is really 
a temptation. Respectfully, 


“J. D. FLANAGAN.” 
“ I guess I had better not tell you where I sail from.” 


By Mr. Marquette: 


In connection with that I believe Mr. Sloan has been subpe- 
naed here. 


By Mr. Gibson: 


kd 
He has been, but the subpena has been returned, endorsed 
4 not found.” 


Mr. Marquette: 


We took Sloan’s afidavit when we first heard of this. 


Mr. Brown: 

Q. How long have you known Mr. Flanagan? 

A. Since he came into the employ—about the Ist of July 
last. . 

Q. You have seen his handwriting frequently ? 

A. Quite frequently. 

Q. Is this his hand, or a disguised hand—is it the hand he 
usually writes ? 

A. It is the hand he usually writes. 

Q. Then you think there is no attempt at disguise in this? 

A. No sir. 

Q. You have seen his signature frequently, have you? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. He usually connects it in the manner that he has connected 


it there, does he? ; 
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a 


Yes, sir. He usually connects it as itis there. 
Did you ever see him in the act of writing his signature? 
Very often. 
When did you last see him write? 
Within a few days before he left. 
Be a little more distinct please, about the time. 
I should say I saw him write between the Thursday and 
the Saturday when he left. : 
Q. You don’t know he left on Saturday ? 
A. I don’t know when he left, but we suppose he left on 
Sunday. He was in the office writing previous to Sunday. 
Q. You haven’t seen him since the Sunday when he was 
supposed to have Been at the office ? 
A. No, sir, I bave not. 
Q. Have you any knowledge as to his whereabouts since? 
A. No, sir, I have not. 
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The Chairman: 
Q. Do you wish to offer that affidavit of Sloan’s now? 
By Mr. Marqueite: 


A. Yes, sir. It is simply for the further identification of the 
letter—ithe Flanagan letter. 


Mr. Brown - 


he 


I suppose this would be improper evidence in court. There is 
no seal to this, or anything of that kind. 


By Mr. Marqueite: 
Our law provides that an affidavit is evidence. Thereare three 


provided for—oral evidence, depositions, and affidavits. Affidavits 
are admitted in attachments to try the issue on attachments, and 
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admitted in injunctions to try the issues in injunctions. There are 
many issues in law where they are admitted as evidence. 


Mr Clark: 
Q. Is this affidavit taken in regard to this letter? 


Mr. Marquette : , 


j 


A. Yes, sir, it is simply to show he got this letter of 
Flanagan. 


By Mr. Brown: 
Q. Who is this man Sloan? Is hein your employ? 


Mr. Marquette : 


A. No, sir. If he was we would have him here—unless 
somebody would give him money enough to run away. 


Lhe Chairman. : 


This Committee is not a court. It is simply acting under a 
resolution to develop facts. It is a court of inqury, and as we have 
been unable to obtain the witness Sloan, I feel willing to admit this 
affidavit under a statement of facts as to when it was taken, and its 
contents, 


Mr. Gibson : 


If this affidavit was taken before this inquiry commenced it is 
proper evidence. We have already, I think, affidavits of as late a 
date as this on the other side, and it seems to me it would be proper 
to admit this, 
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By Mr. Brown: 


Q. - What particular affidavit was it? 


i 


Mr. Gibson: 


Flanagan’s affidavit—no, that was earlier than this I see. 


t 
i 


Mr. Brown: , * 
Flanagan’s affidavit was not in evidence to prove the truth of 
any thing. It was a document which was in the possession of Mr. 


Hitchcock. 
Mr. Marquette: 


I admit that probably if you act according to the strict rules 
of court you will rule it out. 


The Chairman: 


This thing is all being reported right along, and I suggest, to 
save time, that we admit the affidavit in evidence. No objection 
being made he will read the affidavit. 


The witness read the affidavit as follows: 


STATE OF NEBRASKA, 


LANCASTER COUNTY, ss 


A. A. Sloan, being first duly sworn, on his oath deposes and 
says, that he is clerk of the St. Charles Hotel, in the city of, 
Omaha, and personally knows and was on intimate terms with J. 
D. Flanagan, a clerk in the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad 
in Nebraska, General Office at Omaha. That the said Flanagan 


INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 189 


had been a boarder at the St. Charles Hotel for several months ; 
that on the afternoon of Sunday, January the fourteenth, the said 
Flanagan delivered to this deponent sundry papers and two keys, 
apparently a door anda desk key, which the said Flanagan asked 
this deponent to deliver to William Irving, of the said Railroad 
Company, as early as 9 o’clock of the following morning. He 
urged upon this deponent the necessity of delivering the said articles 
promptly by the hour named, as it might save the said William 
Irving great trouble. He stated further that he was actuated by 
friendly feelings towards the said Irving, who had treated him 
kindly, and that he did not wish to cause him trouble, or in any way 
harm him. 

Deponent states, that on Monday morning, January 15th, 
1877, a man called at the hotel, and asked if the said Flanagan 
was about, and was informed that he could not be found. The 
gentleman making the inquiry was said by one of the boarders 
present to be “ Judge Hascall,” of Omaha. 

| A. A. SLOAN, 
Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to ra 


fore me, this 15th day of Jan., 1877. 
[SEAL.] ABRAHAM YEAZEL, Notary Public. 


Isaac S. Hascatt, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows : 


Mr. Gibson : 


= Q. Mr. Chairman, shail I propound some questions to Mr, 
Hascall ? 


By the Chairman: ' 


A. Yes sir, any member of the Committee. 
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Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Mr. Hascall, where do you reside? 

A. Omaha, Nebraska. 

Q. How long have you resided there ? 

A Eleven years. 

Q. During your residence in Omaha, Nebraska, have you 
been acquainted with a man by the name of J. D. Flanagan ? 

A. I got acquainted with such a person last ne 

Q. What was his business? 

A. Clerk in the B. & M. office—Superintendent Irving’s 
office at Omaha. 

Q. Do you know of the whereabouts of the said Flanagan 
at this time? 

A. Ido not. 

Q. When-did you last see him? 

A. The Sunday preceding the time the Legislature balloted 
for United States Senator—I think probably about the thirteenth. 

Q. State under what circumstances you met him at that time? 

A. We met by previous agreement. On the preceding night 
we agreed to meet the next morning at ten o’clock. 

Q. Where? 

A. Attheé Postoffice building, in Omaha. 

Q. For what purpose was that meeting arranged ? 

A. That Mr. Flanagan might submit certain statements and 
papers that he claimed to possess—certain exhibits and documents 
relating to the part the B. & M. had taken in political matters—in 
politica] matters in Nebraska, and proposed to take. 

Q. Submit to whom ? 

A.. To myself; and also Mr. Adams was to be present. 

Q. What Mr Adams do you refer to—the private poverty 
of Senator Hitchcock ? 

A. BR. O. Adams, I understand his initials are. 

Q. Did he present you these papers as per agreement, and do 
you remember of what they consisted ? 
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A. Ido. 

Q. State what. 

A. They consisted of a statement and exhibits wbich pur- 
ported to be copies of original documents. 

Q. Was there an affidavit obtained af the same time from 
him ? 

A. Mr. Watson swore him and attached his seal to the state- 
ment. 

Q. On that day ? 

A. Yes,sir. Iwill add, that on the preceding day he had his 
statement in short-hand to the same effect, and he had it partly 
written on note paper in addition—not in short-hand. But this 
statement he submitted that morning was written on a different 


kind of paper, showing he had re-written it since the preceding ` 


night. 
Q. Mr. Watson was present? 
A. Mr. Watson was present—not at the time we first met, but 
before we separated. 
Q. That is, Sunday forenoon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know who wrote the statement Mr. Flanagan 
presented ? 
A. I do, sir. 
Q. Who? 
A. Mr. Flanagan. 
Q. Did anybody else write any part of the statement ? 
A. Ithink the jurat—that is “sworn and subscribed in my 
presence ”—is in my own handwriting, if I recollect right. 
Q. That you also put on that morning? 
A. Yes, sir. 
'Q. Are you positive that writing was not put on there, and 
the acknowledgment taken Saturday ? 
A. Iam pretty certain it was taken on Sunday morning. - 
Q. Did you read this affidavit before it was signed, or hear it 
read ? 


t 


4 


runea 


} 
t 
} 


mere 


P we Pa P a 
a 4 R - f eon & Fig m g cw aea 4o oas a 


192 ‘eee 


A. Ican’t say. I think I heard it read before it was sworn 
to, but I can’t say but what he had signed it before I heard it read, 

Q. Do you know anything about the consideration he received 
for these papers ? 

A. I know of his receiving some money, but I can’t say that 
it was for those original papers or that statement. 

How do you know of his receiving money ? 

I paid it to him. 

How much money do you know of his being paid ? 
Six hundred dollars. 

Was it your money ? 

No, sir, I paid it for Mr. Adams. 

Where did Mr. Adams get the money. 

I don’t know. 

What kind of money was it? 

There was one $100 bill, and I mn the remainder was 
$20 bille—thati is $500, 

Q. Was this all the money paid to Mr. Flanagan, in consider- 
ation of these papers? 

A. I didn’t say he was paid that in consideration for these 
papers. 

Q. What did you say? 

A. Isaid I knew of his being paid $600, but I didn’t know 
whether it was tor these original papers, or for this statement. 

Q. What was the consideration ? 

A. It was paid on general principles, and for the purpose 
specially of getting Mr. Flanagan to come here and testify as to 
these papers, and if they were substantiated, to testify as to charges 
against the B. & M. Road. Before he was paid the money he agreed 
with me he would come to Lincoln. He was to start the next 
morning, and I was tosee him through. 

Q. Why were you to see him through? 

A. The point was, he was afraid to come on the B, & M. cars, 
—he thought they would set him off. I told him if he come with 
me in the B. & M. cars, he would not be put off. 
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Q. Why did he think he would be put off? 

A. He said when Irving found out he had made these revela- 
tions, he would probably telegraph the conductor to put him off the 
train. 

Q. When did Flanagan first tell you the substance of these 
papers? 

A. I think it was on Friday preceding this Sunday I have 


spoken of. 
Q. Friday was the first? ` 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he first propose the matter to you, or you to him ? 
A. He first proposed it to me. 
Q. What first induced you to go and see him? 
A, It was on account of a letter which Mr. Flanagan wrote 


to Mr. Hitchcock, which Mr. Hitchcock referred to Mr. Adams, 
and Mr. Adams referred it to me. Mr. Adams asked me to go 
and see him at the St. Charles. I asked Mr. Flanagan if he knew 
James Duffy. I understand since, that James Duffy stands for 
James Duffy Flanagan. Mr. Adams was told to refer to Mr. 
Sloan, clerk at the St. Charles Hotel. I went there and Mr. Sloan 
told me there was a party there he was intimate with, who would 
probably get me these papers, and that he would be willing to meet 
me at 6 o’clock. I think it was along about noon that I was at the 
hotel. 

Q. Then yousay you met Flanagan that morning? 

A. I didn’t meet Flanagan to have any conversation with 
him until that evening. 

Q. You asked him who James Duffy was? 

A. No,that was Mr. Sloan I meant. Iwas informed by Mr. 
Sloan that James Duffy was a friend of his—that he was intimate 
with him and knew he possessed information that was very valua- 
ble to us. 

Q. What time of day was this? 

A. About noon. 


Q. Then you met Mr. Flanagan in the evening? 
13 
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A. Yessir. Between six and seven o’clock. 
Q. And made arrangements for these papers ? 
A. No sir. 
Q. What arrangements was made? 
A. I talked the matter over with him. He exhibited that 


letter that purports to be the Perkins letter. I suppose you have it. 

Q. (Handing witness letter No.7). Do you have reference to 
that letter? : 

A. Yessir. He exhibited that letter and a telegram. 

Q. What was the nature of the telegram ? 

A. Itwasatelegram. It was important to send some annual 
passes to Mr. Marquette for distribution among his friends forth- 
with. 

Q. Was that telegram delivered to you at the same time the 
the other papers were ? 

A. Ican’ttell. I saw the telegram twice, and I saw a letter 
also in relation to these passes being sent to Mr. Marquette. 

Q. Go on and state the balanos of that conversation with Mr. 
Flanagan. 

A. I Ta him quite closely, and he went on and re- 
ferred to many things that I knew to be true to my own knowledge 
which led me to believe he had told the truth in respect to the 
remainder of it. Some things he told I knew to be true, and 
therefore I was led to believe it was all true. But I was not 
willing to go on my own judgment, though I might nave done so, 
but I went and sent a telegram to Mr. Adams at Lincoln. I 
wanted him to pass his judgment upon it. 

Q. Is that all? 

A. That is about all with reference to that conversation that 
evening that I remember of. 

When did you have the next conversation ? 
On the next evening. 

Saturday evening? 

Yes, sir. 

Where at? 


Preopre 
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A. I believe I saw him at the hotel, and I also saw him at 
the Postoffice building. 

Q. At what time in the evening did you meet him at the 
Postoffice? 

A. It was along in the evening. 

Q. Any one with you, present, at that interview ? 

A. Mr. Adams. That is why I had him go there, was to 
meet Mr. Adams. Mr, Adams was not present at the hotel. He 
returned to Omaha upon receipt of my telegram, and I had Mr. 
Flanagan meet Mr. Adams, that he might form his judgment upon 
what he said. 

Q. What did Mr. Adams say to you when he saw you at 
Omaha Friday ? 

A. He showed me this ae and said Mr. Hitehcock didn’t 
think much of it, but that he thought there might be something in 
it, and that he, as an individual, intended to find out more about it. 
He wanted me, as he didn’t have time, to attend to it, to go and 
see about it myself. That is the reason why I went. 

Q. You say from what he said of things, in your own knowl- 
edge, you thought there was truth in it. What do you refer to as 
things in your own knowledge? 

A. He said, for one thing, that in the fall—during the cam- 
paign—he was reporter for the Bee; that he was detailed by the 
B. & M. to make reports for the Bee, and that he reported a 
meeting of the Hitchcock forces at Turner Hall. I was present 
that evening, and I noticed Mr. Flanagan was present, taking notes. 


Knowing him to be a confidential clerk at the B. & M. office, I ` 


thought that the B. & M. was taking an interest in the fight. I 
,saw in the Bee a report of the meeting, which was a pretty fair 
statement of what was done, and I judged he made the report for 
the Bee. He said the B, & M. paid him for reporting for the Bee. 

Q. Is that all you had reference to in the statement of things 
of your own knowledge in ores to the B. & M. Railroad 
Company ? 
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> A. He referred to several matters referring to the fight that 
the B. & M. had made on the U. P. in reference to this road in 
Saunders County, and also a survey for a South Platte road they 
had made for, political purposes, from Juniata or Hastings. There 
was another thing, of my own knowledge—that is, that I had 
heard, though I knew nothing definite—that the B. & M. had 
absorbed the Midland Company, and that they proposed to absorb 
all of the South Platte roads. 
_Q. ‘You say you knew they were making a survey from their 

line? 

A. On their road from some point in Adams County to the 
Republican Valley—yes sir. 

Q. Do you know this of your own knowledge ? 

A. Nosir; but that was common rumor, that I saw in the 
newspapers, and that is indisputable. 


Mr. Marqueiie : 


Q. What paper? 
A. Idon’t know. I saw it generally dete 


The Chairman ` 


Q. You say you knew they were doing this for politioa} 


purpose ? 
A. No sir, I don’t know that they were. 


Mr. Gibson: 


Q. Have you stated all facts in this statement you know of 
your own knowledge to be true? 

A. I don’t remember all that is in that affidavit. The state- 
ments I referred to were not only statements in that affidavit, but 
statements also that he made to me. No one dictated to him the 
statements in that affidavit. What I wanted was to get him here 
present at Lincoln, so he might substantiate the charges in that 
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‘Did you see Mr. Watson put his seal to this affidavit ? 
‘Yes sir. 

Where was it? 

In the Postoffice building. 

You ought, by referring to that, be able to know whether 
it was Sunday or Saturday”? 

A. Yes sir, I can state by that. r 

Q. If you dated this Saturday instead of Sunday, why did 
you do it? 

A. Itis because there is a mistake made as to the date. 

Q. Isit not a fact the jurat and the affidavit were written 
Saturday evening and not acknowledged until] Sunday morning? 

A. I didn’t swear these were all written on Saturday. I say 
he came there on the evening of Saturday; that he had these short- 
hand notes which purported to embody the substance of that 
statement, and also he had written on note paper—not in shorthand, 
When he presented himself at the Post office Sunday, he had that 
statement written in full, except perhaps, ‘The State of Nebraska, 
Douglas County ss.,” and also, “being duly sworn—on his oath 
says.” This part he put in at my suggestion the next morning. It 
is all in his handwriting except the jurat. 


PETET 


Cross-examination by Mr- Marquette: 


Q. Mr. Hascall, you say you knew it to bea fact that the B. 
& M. were surveying a line from Hastings down the Republican 
Valley, for political purposes ? 


He stated they were surveying for political purposes? 


He did. 


A. No, sir, I didn’t say so. 

Q. You didn’t know that to be a fact then ? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. But Flanagan stated that was so, did he? 
A. He did. 

Q. 

A. 
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_Q. Do you know anything about when they commenced that 
survey ? 

A. I know from the public prints—from the newspapers of 
the State. | 

Q. When do they say it was? 

A. Somè time in the fall. 

Q. Before the election, was it? 

A. Icanitsay that it was. It was some time im the fall. It 
was a matter of current news. I read it in the newspapers, but dig 
not fixitin my mind. 

Q. Did he tell you that he was detailed by the B. & M. to 
report speeches? 

A. . Yes, sir. 

Q. When did he tell you that ? 

A. Ithink on two different occasions, at the St. Charles 
Hotel. 

Q. That was one of the valuable matters of news that went to- 
make up this $600 worth, was it? 

A. That was a circumstance he told me and— 

Q. Answer my question. Was that one of the valuables that 
went to make up the worth of this money ? 

A. Isay the money was given to him for the principal purpose 
of getting him present in Lincoln. 

Q. Don’t you think you could have got him here without 
money if you tried very hard ? 

A. I don’t think I could. 

Q. Then this money was given, I understand you to say, was 
given so as to put him in a good humor and get him here? | 

A. Ididn’t say that. I will tell you what I said— 

Q. I understand you to say this money was given by you 
principally to get him here in' Lincoln. I ask you a categorical 
question, and want you to give me a categorical answer ? 

A. Allright, sir. I will give you a “ categorical” answer— 
cat and all, if you want it. 


~~ 
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Q. Iunderstand you to say this money was given to him 
principally for the purpose of getting him here to Lincoln? ? 

A. That was one of the main reasons. 

Q. Howdid yeu expect to get him here to Lincoln by giving 
him money enough to go to England? 

A. Ihave some faith in my fellow man. 

Q. Oh, you have “ faith in your fellow man.” Then it was 
“faith” you was after ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you had no faith until he got the money ? 

A. He said he would be thrown out of his position, and it was 
supposed a little money would indemnify him for his loss of position 
and get him to give the truth. 

Q. Iask if that money was given to get him to Lincoln? 

A. That wasto allow of his throwing up his position, and of 
bringing him to Lincoln. 

Where was this affidavit written ? 

I can’t say. 

You didn’t see it wrote? 

No, sir. 

Where was it first prepared ? 

That I can’t swear, sir. The first I knew about it the 
substance of it was in shorthand, in the possession of Mr. Flanagan. 

Q. You say you and Adams went to the Court House Saturday 
night. What time did you get there? 

A. It must have been half after 7 o’clock, perhaps. 

Q. How long did you stay there ? 


PoPObS 


A. Well, we might have remained there a couple of hours for — 


what I know. 

Q. You took Flanagan along with you when you went, did 
you? 

A. Mr. Adams was atthe Court House, and I went to the St. 
Charles Hotel and got Flanagan. 

Q. What room did you and Flanagan and Adams go into 
when you went there ? 
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A. It seemed to be one of the ante-rooms to the District 
Attorney’s office. 

Q. Did you go into the Judge’ s room ? 

A. It is one'of the rooms there. I don’t know whether it is 
an ante-room of the District Attorney or the Judge’s room. 

Q. Adams was there, and you took Flanagan ? 

A. Yes; sir. 

Q. How long were you all in there? 

A. Ican’tsay. We may have been there three-quarters of 
an hour, or we may have been there two or three hours. 

Q. Then you separated and went away ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who went first ? 

A. Iam not certain. My impression is Mr. Flanagan went 
first—may be we all went together. 
Wasn’t that affidavit written that night? 
No, sir. Mr. Flanagan didn’t write a line there, 
Did you write anything ? 
I may have written a few lines in my book. 
Did you take any paper there? 
I don’t think we took any paper there. I may explain 
about that paper 
Didn’t you go into the Clerk’s office to get paper to write 
something on ? 
I don’t have any recollection of it. 
You didn’t go in there and ask for a ream of paper? 
I am certain I did not. 
Did Mr. Adams? 
Mr. Adams may have. I don’t think he did. 
Didn’t you both go in there, and Mr. Adams asked for a 
ream of paper? 

A. That night? 

Q. That night? 

A. Mr. Adams may have gone in there in passing and got 
some paper. 
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Q. Iask you. now if yon and Adams didn’t go out of this 
room you went in and go across into the Clerk’s office there and ask 
for a ream of paper ? 

A. Iwill swear I did not go out of this room into another 
room with Mr. Adams and ask for a ream of paper. 

Q. Will you swear he didn’t go out and get paper and come 
back into that room? l 

À. No, sir, I will not. 

Q. Have you any recollection about it? 

A. Ihave a recollection that Mr. Adams got paper that night 
or the next morning. 

Q. He didn’t get it that night ? 

A. I don’t know whether he got paper that night or not. I 
don’t think he did. 

Q. You will swear you and Mr. Adams didn’t go and get 
paper and made up that affidavit that night ? 

A. Yessir. Neither Mr. Adams nor myself had anything 
to do with writing that affidavit. 

Q. This was written Sunday morning and dated as of 
Saturday. Asa lawyer you knew it would be worth nothing if 
sworn to on Sunday, it being a holiday, according to law, and 
therefore you dated it Saturday ? 

A. As a lawyer I am ready to, state that a paper of that 
character is just as good without being sworn to as if it was sworn to. 

Q. You think, then, this swearing to it by Mr. Flanagan 
and affixing his seal by Mr. Watson is not worth anything? 

A. It is just as legal withoutit, where it is not a legal pro- 
ceeding, and the law does not recognize it as perjury where a 
statement of that character is sworn to falsely, but thought it was 
necessary to put him under oath in order to put him under a moral 
obligation. 

Q. You think this an illegal proceeding, then, do you? 

A. Nosir, I do not. I think this is quite enough to base 
charges on. 


erate ae A bate a 


202 REPORT OF THE 
Mr- Gibson: 


i Q. Mr. Hascall says he thought it was necessary to put him 
on oath in order to have a moral obligation. I will ask him whether 
he thinks this $600 was any obligation ? 

A. Idid hot consider that was any obligation atall. I will 
state that we could have had the whole statement without his 
receiving a cent of money. | 


Mr. Anyan : 


Q. When did he receive the money—before or after you got 
possession of the papers ? 

A. The papers had been in our possession and were on the 
table when the money was paid. 


Mr. Marquette: 


Q. The papers had all been in your possession ? 

A. Yessir. He never made any concealment of them. We 
could have had that letter and statement to base charges upon 
without paying a cent, but we couldn’t get Flanagan to come for- 
ward like a man, and back them up without paying him for the 
loss of his position. 

Q. Then I understand the money was paid him to get him to 
come to Lincoln and swear to these papers ? 

A. No sir, I didn’t say that. He was willing to go to the 
files of the B. & M. office and take off such papers as we desired. 
I objected to it, and saidif he wanted to make a statement and 
give to us, and attach copies of the papers to his affidavit, he cculd 
do it, but the proper way was to come here and make his charges, 
and then we could subpena the officers of the B. & M. road and 
have them bring papers. 

Q. By what kind of a proceeding were you going to bring 
him here? 

A. He was going to come himself. 
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Q. How were you going to bring the matter before the 
Legislature ? 

A. If the Legislature would take any notice of the matter, 
we thought we would have him here to substantiate the charges. 

Q. When was he to come down ? 

A. He was to come Monday. 


Myr. Gibson : ; 


Q. State why you didn’t bring him according to agreement. 

A. I went down to get him to come, and as I got down to 
13th and Harney—just at the point you pass in going from the St. 
Charles to the B. & M. office, or from the B. & M. office to the St. 
Charles—I saw Mr. Sloan going towards the B. & M. office with 
Mr. Irving, which I thought very strange, and I waited awhile, 
but he kept him there so long that I went to the St. Charles at two 
different times, but I couldn’t find him nor Flanagan and concluded 
Irving had bull-dozed both Sloan and Flanagan. Flanagan had 
told me to go to Sloan when I wanted to find information concern- 
ing him. I couldn’t learn anything of Flanagan and concluded he 
had gone. 


Mr. Marquette : 


Q. Flanagan told you Sloan was his keeper? 

A. Flanagan told me whenever I couldn’t find him, to go to 
Mr. Sloan, or communicate with him and he would find him. 
When I went and saw Mr. Sloan, after he came back from the B. 
& M. office, he was as dumb as an oyster. 

Q. He could talk before that, could he? 

A. Yessir. He said, that, being on terms of intimacy with 
this other man, he had let out facts about the B. & M. 

Q. Did Sloan tell you anything about his leaving? 

A. Sloan told me this: I catechised Sloan pretty closely, to 
see whether he was scheming. I said, “ You can’t make anything 
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out of this.” He said, “I have always been friendly to your side, 
Flanagan might out-fit and go tothe Black Hills, and I am ex- 
pecting to go there to, and 

Q. He expected to go there with Flanagan ? 

‘A. That is the only remark he made about it. 

Q. . He was friendly to your side and expected to go to the 
Black Hills with Flanagan— that is all? 

A. He said he didn’t expect to get anything from it. He 
said he was always friendly to us and that he was doing these 
things to help us. 

Q. And you thought there was no “job” on Sloan’s part 
‘You were looking out for a job? 

A. Under the circumstances, in matters of that kind, I . 
think a man should always look out for a job. 

Q. When you paid him $600 didn’t you think there was a big | 
job there? 

A. I didn’t think there was any job about it, we gave Jii 
that money because we thought it was rigbt, to develop the truth. 

Q. You think, then, it is legitimate and all right to give him 
$600 to tell the truth—you thought he would tell the truth, if you 
gave him $600 ? 

A. I thought it was all right, yessir. If he was willing to 
come down here—— 

Q. Do you think it is right in any case to give a man $600 to 
tell the truth—$600 simply to tell the truth ? 

A. Yes sir, to get him where he can teil the truth. I think 
if a man has to make sacrifices to tell the truth, it is proper and 
right to indemnify him. 


Q. Was all the money that was given him by you $600? 
A. Yessir. 

Q. How much did you get of this money, if anything ? 
A. I didn’t get any. 

Q. How much did you get for fixing up this job? 

A. Nota cent. 

Q. Did Mr, Hitchcock ever pay you money? 


| 
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A. Nosir. On the contrary, I spent my own money to come 
to Lincoln. 

Q. Mr. Adams didn’t pay you any ? 

A. Not a cent. 


Mr, Anyan: 


Q. Are you sure, Mr. Hascall, Mr. Flanagan was present 
Saturday evening when you and Mr. Adams were in the room pre- 
paring the affidavit ? 

A. Mr. Flanagan was not present when Mr, Adams and E 
were preparing the affidavit, or any other document. 

Q. When you were there in the room—the Judge’s room in 
the Postoffice building at Omaha—are you sure Mr. Flanagan was 
present at that interview ? 

A. I cannot say he was present during all the interview. I 
took him there to meet Mr. Adams. It is likely Mr. Flanagan left 
before Mr. Adams and myself left. 

Q. Do you know about the time of evening you went there? 

A. Iwill say I went around to the St. Charles Hotel about 6 
o'clock, or a little after six, and a little time elapsed before we went 
from there. 

Q. Are you aware of what Mr. Roberts testified to here in 
relation to this matter under investigation? 

A. I don’t know anything about what Mr. Roberts testified 
to. I don’t know as that would make any difference in my state- 
ment, ; i 

Q. Of course not. Have you any idea about the length of 
time that elapsed between the time of Mr. Flanagan’s leaving and 
the time you and Mr. Adams left? 

A. If |My. Flanagan left before Mr. Adams and myself, it is 
more than likely that Mr. Adams and myself may have remained 
from 15 to 20 minutes talking between ourselves. 


» 


ance that most of the facts would fix themselves on your mind? 


Q. I would suppose this was a matter of such unusual import- 
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A. The main facts are fixed upon my mind, so there could be 
no mistake. If we did remain, we probably discussed the points as 
to whether Mr. Flanagan was what he purported to be, or whether 
be was trying to fool us. 


f 
1 


Mr. Brown: 
i p 

Q. I want toask you if that was one of the documents that 
was presented by Mr. Flanagan, as evidence of what he- could 
substantiate? (Handing witness letter No.7.) 

A. It was. He also presented a pass he had and— 

Q. I want to know if you at that time believed that letter to 
be genuine, just what it purported to be? 

A. If I had not believed it I would not have had anything to 
do with it. I did believe it. That was why I wanted him to come 
down to Lincoln. 

Q. The signature you took to be genuine? 

A. Yes, sir, and I took the trouble to compare the signature 
of Mr. Irving on the pass, and I thought the two signatures were 
about alike. 

Q. I wantto know whether you believed these papers to be 
just what each purported to be? 

A. Idid. Yes, sir. 

Q- I will ask you whether or not you palieved the statements 
shown in that affidavit to be true ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Was there anything said or intimated on the part of any- 
body, to your knowledge, that Mr. Flanagan should make a false 
statement? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was there any inducement held out to him ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I willask you if that was one of the documents presented, 
by Mr. Flanagan? (Handing witness the letter-press copy.) 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. You believed that to be just what it purports to be—a 
letter-press copy of a letter written by Mr. Irving? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Is that one of them? (Handing witness the letter dated 
Nov. 5.) 

A. Yes, sir, and I believed that to be a copy of a letter written 
by Mr. Irving. Mr. Flanagan offered to get the letter-press copy 
of that letter if I desired, but I advised against getting it, and 
thought it was better to get it in another way. 

Q. Hereis number 4, (Handing witness a paper.) I will ask 
you if you believed that to be what it purports to be? 

A. That was a matter I got him to getat the last moment. I 
told him I wanted that key. He told me he would give one part of 
it, but I told him I wanted all of it, md. he wrote it out at that 
time. 

Q. I will = you Dio state whether you believed it to be 
correct ? 

A. Yes sir, I did. 

Q. You state there was no inducement held out at any time 
to influence Mr. Flanagan, to make any thing but a truestatement ? 

A. No sir. 

Q. That was what you intended to procure? 


A. Yessir. 
The Chairman: 


Q. We have evidence here that two men went into this 
Judges room, that you speak of along about 7 or half past 7, or 8 
o’clock, having taken some paper in with them. Now I want to 
ask you candidly, and have you be very careful to exercise your 
memory. Did Mr. Flanagan, in there that night, exhibit to you 
his ability in imitating other men’s handwriting ? 

A. He did not. 


The Chairman: 


That is all I want to ask you, 
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The Witness: 
And he never did at any time. 


Mr. Gibson: 


Q. You say he offered to get you a letter-press copy of this 
original letter, and you said you advised against it ? 

A. Yes sir, a letter-press copy of it. 

Q. You advised against taking it, and he took this copy 
instead ? 

A. Yes,sir. I thought it was asking too much to ask the 
young man to go and tear that letter out of the book. I thought 
it was better to have him make this statement, and then we could 
get the letters from the company. 

Q. Why did you not advise against tearing out this letter- 
press copy? (Indicating the letter-press copy previously referred to.) 
He had that when’ he came to me. 

Where did he say he got it? 

He said he got it out of Mr. Irving’s book. 
It was in the book when you first saw it ? 
No, sir. It was presented in that shape. He also pre- 
sented a telegram on fine paper, and also a letter in regard to these 
passes. 

Q. The letter was given in your possession ? 

A. ‘It was in my possession Saturday night. Mr. Flanagan 
may have taken it away with him. In fact, I have not seen it since. 

Q. Please state the exact words in that telegram? 

A. It was that some annual passes must be sent forthwith to 
Mr. Marquette for distribution among his friends. 

Q. Who was it signed by ? 

A. I think by some officer of the company at Plattsmouth—I 
think one of their general officers, but I could not state the name 
now. I presume, perhaps, if my memory was refreshed, I might 
recollect it. 
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Q. You have been pretty intimately connected with the Sena- 
torial fight just over? 

A. I can’t say that I was any more intimately than with than 
with the Presidential or other political fights. 

Q. Do you know of any money being used by the B. & M. 
Road tor the purpose of corruptly influencing the votes of members 
of the Legislature ? 

A. Icat say I know it of my own knowledge. . 

Q. Do you know ot any one using money ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any promise of office being made as a 
consideration for votes? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you not tell a certain member of the Legislature that 
you had at your disposal an office to be used in the election of United 
States Senator ? 

A. If you will tell his name, I can tell you whether I did or 
not. 


The Chairman : 


Q. Did you ever have at your disposal an office ? 

A. No, sir. I never had an office at my disposal except suck 
as I vote for. I never was an applicant for a Federal office myself, 
and never had any at my disposal. 

Q. You say you never had any such office at your disposal, 
and at the same time you tell Mr. Gibson that if he will tell you 
the name of the gentleman you can tell him whether you ever said 
that or not. What doyou mean by that? 

A. He asked me generally with reference to a conversation 
had with regard to this matter, and I said if he would tell me the 
name of the gentleman, I could tell him definitely whether I ever 
had such conversation. I certainly never had any office at my 


disposal. 
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F. S. How zanp, called, sworn and examined, testified as 
follows : - 


By Mr. Marquette: 


Q. What is your occupation ? 

A. Chiefclerk in Mr, Perkins’ office at Baring: 

Q. What do you do there as his chief clerk ? 

A. I hdve charge of the corresponding, and write nearly all 
the letters that he does not write himself. 

Q. Look at that letter, (handing to witness letter No.7) and tell 
me when you first saw that letter, if you have seen it before? 

A. I saw it first here to-day when you handed it to me. I 
never saw it before. 


By Mr. Marqueiie: 


Q. I handed to him a few minutes ago. (To the Witness :) Do 
you know in whose handwriting the body of the letter is? 
No, sir, I do not. 
Do you know J.D. Flanagan ? 
No, sir. 
Is that your handwriting? 
No, sir. It is not my handwriting. 
Is it the handwriting of any clerk or any person who does 
-any writing in Mr. Perkins’ office? 
A. No, sir. Itis not the handwriting of any clerk in Mr. 
Perkins’ office. 
At what date does that purport to have been written? 
The 25th of December. 
Were you in the office that day ? 
Yes, sir, I was. 
Was Mr, Perkins there? 
` Yes, sir, he was there from about 11 o’cleck until three. 
Was there anybody else there, except yourself? 
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A. No sir. There were one or two persons came into the 
room. . 

Q. Any other clerk? 

A. No, sir, no other clerk. 

Q. You may look at the signature there, and state whether it 


is—you are acquainted with Mr. Perkins’ signature ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Have seen him write often? 

A. ‘Yes, sir, very often. 

Q. Is that his signature? 

A. I don’t think itis. It is a very good imitation, another 
circumstance, but there is no such ink used in the office—no ink of 
that color used in the office. Our ink is all of a brown color. 


Mr. Brown - 


Q. Is the body and the signature in the same ink? 
A. Yessir, all the same ink. 


Mr. Marquette: 


Q. The letter is signed in a heavier hand ? 

A. Yes sir. Mr. Perkins always writes very heavy and 
always uses a steel pen. 

Q. This is different ink from what is in Perkins’ office? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Do you recollect writing any letters in Mr. Perkins’ office 
on that day—that was Christmas day. 

A. Yes sir. No sir, I did not write any letters, He was 
writing one letter nearly all the time. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Brown -; 


Q. You say this is a very good imitation of Mr. Perkins’ | 
writing ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Without having your attention called to it, so far as the 
handwriting alone is concerned—say with a casnal observation, with 
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nothing: particular to call you attention whether it was forged or 
was his real signature—would you call it forged ? 

A. No sir, I think not. 

Q. Are there any characteristics peculiar to that signature 
that differ from the genuine signature of Mr. Perkins’. 

A. Nothing that I can point out, particularly—just the gen- 
eral look of it, except that the letter “E?” is not as good as he 
writes, I think. 

Q. The letter “ E” is not like Mr. Perkins’ ? 

A. It is not as much like as the rest of it. 

Q. Can yon tell us in what particulars it is different from the 
& E” Mr, Perkins generally writes ? 

A. It isa plainer “ E.” 

Q. Does he usually sign his name “ C. E. Perkins?” 

A. Yes sir. , 

Q. Is that the signature of Mr. Perkins (showing witness a 
paper) ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Just point out the difference in these two “ E’s”—show 

the difference between them ? 


A. l am not an expert in handwriting and can not point 


them out. 


`~ Mr. Gibson: 


Q. You say you are now engaged in the office of Mr. Perkins 
at Burlington ? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. How do you happen to be here at this time? 

A. At Mr, Irving’s request. 


By Mr, Marquette: 


I am responsible for his being here. 


A. 
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Gibson: 
4 


Who else is engaged in that ofice—who writes letters for 


No one else writes letters. 
On no occasion ? 


We have a boy there, but he has only written a letter or 


two in the last three months. 


Q. 
A. 


How do you know that ? 
Because I see every letter written in the office There is 


only one or two in the book in his writing. 
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Is this writing better or poorer than his? 

Better. 

Where is Mr, Perkins ? 

At Washington. 

How long has he been there? : 
About three weeks. 

What is he doing there? 

I don’t know. 

Have you any correspondence with him there? 

No business correspondence, except I send his mail there. 
Haven’t you business in the office that requires his pres- 


ence there ? 


A. 


Very little, and I send that to him and he answers direct 


from Washington. 


» 
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He don’t write to you on any account from Washington ? 
He has written me just one letter since he has been there. 
Was that a personal, or business letter ? 

Business. 

Did he in that letter tell you where he was going? 

No sir. 

Nor when he was coming home? 

No sir, 

Do you know his business in Washington ? 

In a general way. 

What is it in a general way ? 
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A. He is there in the interest of the Pro Rata Bill. 

Q. Has he not been engaged in some office settling up ac- 
counts for the end of the year? 

A. Notthat I know of. 

Q. You don’t know whether there has been any effort made 
to have him come here ? 
' A! No sir, 

Q. What reason did Mr. Irving give for having you come 
here and make a statement ? | 

A. Tohave me testify to whether that letter was written in 
the office, 

Q. Did he state it was impossible to get Mr. Perkins here to 
testify ? 

A. No sir. 

Q. He didn’t state why he brought you here instead of Mr. 
Perkins, the writer of that letter ? 

A, Nosir. 

Q. Why is it Mr. Perkins is not here? 

A. Because it is impossible for him to be here. 

Q. Why is it impossible for him to be here ? 

A. Because he has important business at Washington. 

Q. Are you pretty well acquainted with the signature of Mr. 
Marquette, as well as Mr. Perkins’ signature ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You don’t know whether that “ T. M. M.” on that letter, 
No. 7, is in his handwriting? 

A. I don’t think it is. 


The Chairman: 


Mr. Marquette wishes to tell in a very few words why Mr. 
Perkins is not here. 


Mr. Marquette: 


I advised Mr. Perkins to go on there. I went on there to see 
to some cases the company had in the Supreme Court of the United 
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States, and while I was there, this bill in which the company is 
interested came up, and during the whole time the President of the 
Union Pacific was there, working very hard to defeat the bill, and 
when I came back I told him to stay there, 


Mr, Brown: 


This is hardly fair, telling that the President of the U. P. was 
there. s 


Mr. Marquette : 


It is published in the papers every day, I believe, that Perkins 
is there, but they don’t say a word about the other man. They are 
both there. I advised him to go on, and he is there, expecting the 
bill to come up every day. He is probably the only officer of the 
company that is there. He has been very anxious to come here, 
and I have been expecting him, as I supposed the bill would be 
disposed of every day. It is kept off by the other side. I heard 
Mr. Dillon say he would defeat it if he could. I suppose that is it, 
for it would come up if there was no opposition to it before this 
time. 


Mr. Brown: 


Q. Mr. Dillon is not a member, is he? 

A. No, sir; but it don’t take a member every time to keep a 
thing off. Sometimes an outsider can do it as well as an insider. I 
desire to read Mr. Perkins’ affidavit. | 


No objection being made, the affidavit was read, as follows: 


UNITED STATES OF sea | 
Ss: 


District oF COLUMBIA. j 
Charles E. Perkins being duly sworn, says that he is, and for 
two years and more last past, has been the Vice-President of the 
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Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Company in Nebraska. 
That he has read the copy hereto annexed of a pretended letter 
purporting to be signed by him, marked “Schedule D.” That he 
never wrote, nor dictated, nor authorized any person whatever to 
write such letter, nor any other letter of similar import, nor did he 
| eyer sign, nor direct to be signed, nor authorize any person what- 
ever to sign such letter, nor any other letter of similar import, nor 
did he ever have any knowledge whatever of the existence of such 
pretended letter, nor any other letter of similar import until the 
evening of Tuesday, the sixteenth of January, instant. At that 
time, and for several days prior thereto, this deponent had been, 
and has ever since remained, in the City of Washington, in the said 
District of Columbia. On the evening of said day deponent first 
received information that there was such pretended letter by tele- 
graph from Lincoln, Nebraska, from William Irving, the orignal 
telegram being hereto annexed and marked “ Schedule A,” to 
which deponent answered by telegrams; one addressed to said 
Irving and another addressed to T. M. Marquette, copies of which 
are hereto annexed and marked “ Schedules B & C.” 


The facts stated in said two telegrams are and each thereof is 
true. 


Deponent further says that he never made any arrangements 
with said Irving, nor any other parties, nor party, for any drafts 
whatever to be drawn by said. Marquette on account of the late 
Senatorial election in Nebraska, nor that any drafts for said purpose 
drawn either by said Marquette, or Alvin Saunders, or Clinton 
Briggs, or any other person should be honored. 

- Deponent further says that his business engagements render it 
impossible for him to go to Nebraska at present so as to attend 
before the Committee on Wednesday, the thirty-first of January, 
inst., as desired by said Committee, without sacrificing important 
business interests that require deponent’s immediate personal 
attention. 

(Signed,) CHARLES E. PERKINS. 
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Subseribed and sworn to before me this twenty-seventh day of Jan 
uary, 1877. (Signed) Joms W. Corson, Notary Public, 
[SEAL] District of Columbia. 


SCHEDULE “A.” 


LINCOLN, NEBRAsKa, January 16th, 1877. 


To ©. E. Perxins, Riggs Avenue, Washington. 


One of my clerks was missing Monday morning, having 
arranged to have note left for me, in which he confessed that he had 
forged two letters and made an affidavit, which he had been paid 
several hundred dollars tor by Hitchcock, one of the letters pur- 
porting to have been written by you, authorizing Briggs and 
Saundersto draw on the B. & M. for any amount, another authorizing 
Marquette to draw for any amount to defeat Hitchcock. They tried 
to frighten Marquette with them into withdrawing opposition, and 
to make him use his influence to secure Hitchcock’s election. I 


have the confession here; it will be used to refute the forged docu 


ments which they are now using. Answer. 


(Signed,) WM. IRVING. 


SCHEDULE “C.” 


T. M. Marquette, Lincoln Nebraska : 


Have just heard from Irving of forged letters to yourself and 
others, purporting to be from me, It is hardly necessary to say to 
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you that I have neither written nor caused_to be written, any letter 
or letters, to yourself or any one else, endorsing or authorizing the 
use of money or any other influence for or against Hitchcock or 
any other candidate for any office. Any such letters purporting to 
be from me are forged and fraudulent. What more can I say or do 
about it ? | 

'‘(Signed:) C. E. PERKINS. 


t 


SCHEDULE “ B.” 


W. Irving, Omaha: 


Yours just received. I have neither written nor caused to te 
written, any, such letter as you spoke of, as you know and have so 
wired Marquette. ' Advise me of what transpires. 

(Signed:) C. E. PERKINS. 


SCHEDULE “D.” 


BURLINGTON & Missouri River R. R. IN NEBRASKA, 
25th December, 1876. 


T. M. Marquette, Esq.: 


DEAR Str—I have to-day seen Mr. Irving, and have arranged 
with him for all drafts drawn by yourself—Messrs. Saunderson and 
Banks—to be honored. We can afford to win this time. 

Yours Truly, 
(Signed:) C. E. PERKINS. 
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T. W. BLACKBURN, called, sworn and examined, testified as - 
follows: 


The Chairman : 


Q. Take this letter and state what you know about it. 
(Handing witness the letter previously referrred to as having beer 
written to Blackburn from the Bee office.) 

' A. Iwas traveling for the Omaha Bee.. They sent me bills 
to collect along the line of the B. & M. Road.’ I did some collect- 
ing at Lincoln, and went on down to Beatrice, expecting to get bills 
for DeWitt, Wilber and Crete at Beatrice. By some mistake, the 
bookkeeper sent me Beatrice bills. I had already collected there, 
and I telegraphed him to send me bills fər Crete, Dorchester, 
Friendville and Exeter to Crete. I stopped at each one of these 
towns, and finally got to Fairmont. I wanted some bills for towns 
as far as Kearney—Sutton, Harvard, Hastings, Lowell, and T think, 
Kearney, and telegraphed him to send them to Sutton. It was in 
answer to my telegram they sent this letter, sending it on the 
same train, I went on to Sutton. 


Myr. Marquette: 


Q. When was it dated ? 
A. November 21, and was received that day, I suppose you 
want part of it read. 


The Chairman: | 
It was offered as evidence to show that there has not been free 
telegraphing by the Bee over the B. & M. line. 


The Witness: 


‘IT sent telegrams to be collected on delivery, as I do over other 
lines. I sent over the U. P., which they paid at the office. 
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Mr Brown: 


Mr, Rosewater swore he paid for, the telegrams at the rate 
of a penny a word, and that is enough. 


Mr. Mi argquette = 


There is one thing I wish to correct, I said the President of 
the U. P. was there, and has been there all the time. I wish to say 
this: he was there when I went there, and when I left. 


r 
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Mr. Brown: 


Mr. Hascall wishes to say one word with regardto Mr, Adams 
getting paper. 


Mr. Hascall: 


Sunday morning we looked for some paper to go outside of 
these exhibits, and Mr. Adams went out and got some. If you 
will refer to it you will see it is different paper from that inside. 


a 7 
Mr. Gibson : 


Q. This sheet ‘aide (indicating a sheet on the inside of 
Flanagan’s affidavit.) and the outside sheet are just alike. 

A. This paper that he wrote on has blue lines. The exhibits 
were stuck on Sunday morning. Mr. Adams got this other paper 
and stuck them on. The exhibits and the original affidavit are on 
the same paper. These blank leaves in here are the paper Adams 
got the next morning. 
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The Chairman: 


Q. You state the paper on the outside of the affidavit was got 
Sunday morning ? 

A. It was paper Adams got Sunday morning to put on the 
outside of the affidavit to keep it clean. I was questioned as to 
Saturday night, with regard to Adams getting the paper—this was 
Sunday morning, l 


Here the Committee adjourned until 9 a. m. to-morrow. 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, February 3d, 1877. 


The Committee met at 9.4. m. No witnesses being present to 
be examined the Committee, on motion of Mr. Gibson, declared the 


„~ -testimony closed and no further or additional testimony was taken 


by either side. 
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